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To T H £ 

^..^ A D E R. 

TT hath pleafed God in all ages, to raife up faithful an i 

■■-.worthy men, of Angular gifts and graces (efpeciallj 

in the time of greateft defection) to bear witnefs of hij 

truth, and to rebuke the world of fin : As Noah for the 

fpace of an hundred and twenty years, before the deluge 

came upon the old world, to preach repentance. Lot 

in Sodom, whoie foul they vexed with their finful deedfi 

Moles the ruler of his people, fent of God to threate'f 

Pharaoh, for their oprelfion, refolvedtofufferwithGod! 

people rather than to commit fin» And all his propheti 

from time to time to reprove and corre&.ihe enormitiei 

not only of the Jews, but alfo of the Gentiles for their fin* 

and in the time of gofpel, how many notable men of all 

nations have given their bodies to be cruelly tormented 

for the caufe of Chrift? and, in our own nation, among 

many other learned men, it pleafed his Majefty, eveii 

in the time of palpable darknefs, to ftir up this authol 

Sir David Lindsay, albeit a courtier, and exercifed 

-about maters of ftate ; yet a man of fuch fincerity and 

faithfulnefs, that he fpared not, as well in his fatyrica 

phrafes and plays as in all other works, to inveigh mofl 

/harply both againft enormities of the court, and tlK 

great corruption of the clergy, that it is a wonder how 

he efdaped their bloody hands, they having fuch a powei 

at that time, as tliey praftifed in fhedding the blood o: 

God's fervents, Mr Patrick Hamilton, Robert Forref 

ter. Gentlemen, George Wifchart, and Walter Mili^ 

\ "With-diycM others., whp gave .their lives for the ten 

' rnwny of-GodV. rrut&V and yet this Author ended hi 

days in peace, Tirall'tlieir cruel menacing. This let 

us fee the; wdnderfal power and providence of the Al 

migtfty/tSat afbeit he fuffers the wicked to execute thei 

crpK'^uponiftJEp^of lu's faints, yet heprefveth others, thai 

tKeir tiie&ues'liav'e no power to touch one hair of theil 

Leads, but as it pleafethhis Majefty to permit them. Foj 

farther commendation of the author, his own work (bal 

reftify his probity. I will not detain the good reade/j 

-&ny longer- from the perufmg of i\\e iiame, ' 
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PROLOGUE 

>f the miferable Eftate of the World, 
etween Experience an J the Cour- 
tier. 

VI VL"^™" A wfiich'd^'incrcare, 

r~*. ^cacn nate the in (lability, 

roceeding of the reftlefs bnfmefs, 

Vhereon the moit part do their mind addrcfs 

nord^nately on hungry covetice. 

r ain-glory, deceit, and other ftnfual vice. 

But tumbling in my bed I might not lie 
therefore 1 went forth in a May morning, 
Comfort to get of ray melancholy, 
lomewhat btfore frelh phscbus up rifing, 
tftiere I might hear the birds mod fweetly fing : 
nto a park I paft for my pleafure, 
Deccored well by craft of dame nature. 

How [ received comfort natrual. 
for to defcribe at length it were too lang, 
Smelling the wholfome hei bs medicinal, 
Whereon the dulce and -balmy dew down dang, 
Like orient peails upon the twifts that hang ; 
Dr how that the aromatick odours, 
Proceeded from the tender fragrant flow'rs 

Or how pkebus, that king e the rial, 
Sweetly fprang up into the orient, 
Afcending in his tfirone imperial ; 
Whofe bright and boreal beams refplcndent, 
Illumine all unto the Occident, 
Comforting cv'ry corporal creature. 
Which formed were on earth by dame nature. 

Whofe donk impurpur'd veftment noclurnal, 
With his imbrowd'red mantle matutine, 
He left unto his region auroral, 
Which pa him waited when he did decWue, 
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4 'The fir ft Book 

TowVd his occidefit palace vefpertine ; 
And rofe in habit gay and glorious, 
Brighter than gold or Hones mod precious, 

"But horned Cynthia the night's fair queen, 
She loft her light, and led a lower &il, 
When once her fov'reign lord that fhe had fieri, 
And in his prefcnce waxed black and pale, 
And o'er her vifage call a mi(ly vail. 
So Venus did, the goddefs amorous. 
"^^^Jujairer, Marr, and Mercurius. 

Perceiving phaebus pour his beafrrs ixr^.M^^ 
Above tfce earth, then made he no fejourn, 
But fuddenly did lofe his borrow'd light, 
Which he did* never fhow but in the night. 
So Pole Arclick, Urfes, and (lars all, 
Which fitnate are in the feptentrional. 

(To erring (hips that are without all guide, 
Convoying them upon the flormy night) 
Within their frofly circle did them hide, 
Howbeit that (tars have none other light, 
But the reflex of phaebus beam fo bright. 
That day durft none into the hav'ns appear, 
Till he had circuit all our hemifphere. 

Methcught it was a fight celeflial 
To fee phaebus To -angel -like aicend 
Into his fiery chariot triumphal, 
Whofe beauty blight I could not comprehend : 
All care of worldly things did from me wend, 
When frefli Flora fpread forth her tapeftry, 
Wrught by dame nature quent and curioufly. 

Painted with many hundred heav'nly. hues, 
Glad of the rifing of that royal rcy, 
With bloiToins breaking on the tender bews, . 
Which doth provotk my heart to nat'ral joy : 
Neptune that day and Eolus held them coy, 
That men of far might hear the birds found, 
Whofe noife did to the ttarry iieav'ns redound. 

The pleafent pawn punzcing his fethrem fair 
The mirthful mavis made great melody ; 
The lufty lark afcending thro* the air, 
JSlumb'ring her natural notes craftily. 
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the gay goldfprink, the inerl right merrily, * 
I he noife of the noble nightingales, 
tedounded thro 9 the mountains, meads and vales. 
Contemplating this mirthful harmony, 

¥ow ev'ry bird dreft them for to advance, 
o falute nature with their melody, 
That I flood gazing almoft in a trance, 
To hear them make their nat'ral obfervance 
So royally, that all the rocks rang, 
Thro* repercuflion of their fug'red fang, 

I lofe my time, alas, for to re hear fe 
Such unfruitful and vain defcription ; 
Or write into my rural ragged verfe 
Matter without edification : 
Confidering how that mine intention, 
Been to deplore the mortal miferies, 
With continual careful calamities* 

Confiding in this wretched vale of forrow. 
But fad feme rice fhould have a fad indite : 
So terms bright I like not for to borrow : 
Of mourning matter men have no delight, 
"With roufty terms therefore I will not write, 
With forrowful fighs afcending from the fpleer, 
And bitter tears diUilling from mine een. 

Without any vain invocarion, 
To Minerva or to Melpomene : 
LJ Kor yet will I make fupplication, 
;For help to Ciio, or to Calliope, 
[Such marr'dmufes may make me to fupply, 
Proferpine I refufe and Appollo, 
•And right fo Kuterpe, Jupiter and Juno. 

Which been to pjeafant poets comforting ; 
iWherefore becaule I am not one of tho, 
[1 do defire of them no fupporting ; 
For I did never fleep in ParnafTo, 
As did the poets of long time ago ? 
And fpecially the .ornate Ennius, 
Nor drank \ ever with Hcfiodus. 

Of Greece the perfeel poet fovereign, 
Of Helicon the fource of eloquence> 
Of that mellifluous, famous, fre(h fountain: 
Ytbcrcfore to. them I thought no reveYev.cs \ 
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I purpofe not to make obedience, 
To mifchant miife?, or manometry, 
Before time ufed into poetry. 

Hoping Rhamnufia, goefdefs of defptte, 
Might be ro me a mufe right convenable : 
If I defirM fuch help for to indite, 
This murning matter, mad and mifcrable, 
I Riufl feek a mufe more comfortable, 
And fuch vain fuperflition to rcfofe, 
Befeeching the great God to be my mufe. 

By his wifdom all manner of things were wroi 
The high havens- with all their ornaments, 
And without matter made all things ofndught : 
Hell in mid center of the elements, 
That heav'nly mufe to feek my .whole intent's 
The which gave fapierce to king Solomon, 
To David grace, and ftrength to llrong Samfon. 

And of poor Peter made a prudent preacher, 
And by power of his deitie, 
Of cruel Paul he made a cunning teacher ; 
I rnuft befeech right lowly on my knee, 
His high fuper- excellent Majerty 
That with his heav'nly fp'rit he me infpire, 
To write nothing contrary his deiire, 

Befeeching eke his fov'reign fon Jeiu, 
Who was cenceived by the holy Ip'rit, 
Incarnate of the purify M virgin true : 
And into whom ibe prophecy was compieat 
That prince of peace, mod humble, and mod fw 
Which under Pilate fulFer'd paflion 
Upon the crofs for our falvation. 

And by that cruel death intolerable, 
Loos'd we were from the bonds of belial ; 
And moreover it was fo prcjjtable, 
That to this hour came never man nor (hall 
l:f the triumphant joy imperyl 
Of life, tho* they were never fo good, 
But the virtue of his precious blood. 

Wherefore initead of the mount Parnaffo, 
Swiftly I (hall go feek my To ve reign : 
#To meunt Calvary the itre.:ght way (ball I go, 
To get a trJte of that moil ircfti f owtoATv \ 



INTO that pnrk I fsw aopear 
* .An aged roan that drew me nesr, 

\Vi|.-,:' e Lic-.sril was near thrte quarter* h 
hU hair diil o'er I. is fliouli'ers 1;ang, 

, Mfa»» tu bckulil I thought deliglit : 
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His habit angtl.likc of hue 
. Of colour like liie fapphire blue ; 
^Under a holir: he reputed, 
Of whofe prelence I was rejoiced,. 
I did him faluie rev'rcntly, 
So did he me right courteously. 
To lit down he rtquefUd me 
Under the fhadow of the tree, 
To fave me from the fun's heat, 
Anion »» (I the flowers i\.{\ and fwctr, 
For I was wearied with walking, 
Then he began to fall in talking : 
I afk'd his name villi reverence, 

F. I am, laid he, experience. 

C. Then fir, faid I, you cannot fail 
To give a delolate man coimfel ; 
You do appear a man cf fame, 
And fith experience is your name: 
1 pray you, father venerable, 
Give me ibme counftl comfortable. 

E. What been, laid he, thy vctiuon, 
Making fuch a fupplication ? 

C. I have, faid I, been to this hour, 
Since 1 could ride, a courtier ; 
But now, father, I think it be ft, 
With your couniel to live in reit ; 
And from henceforth to take mine eafe, 
And quietly my God to pleafe, 
And r-enouqee curiofity, 
Leaving the court, and learn to die. 
Oft have I failed over the ftrands, 
And travelled thro* divers laqds, 
Both fouth and north, eaft and weft, 
Yet can I never find where reit 
Doth make her habitation. 
Without your fupportation. 
When I believe to be beft eas'd, 
Mod fuddenly I am Jifplcas'd ; 
From trouble when I fafteft fly, 
Then find 1 moft adverfltv ; 
Show me, I pray you, heart fully 
How I may live moil pleaiaiuly , 
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jjTo fervc my God of kings King, 
Since I am tir'd of travelling,' 
Aid learn me for to be content, 

quiet life and fober rent : ; 

i*t I may thank the kiag of glore, 

if I had a million more : 
(kh every court beerv variant, ** : 
\ill of envy, and inconstant: 

ight 1 without grief live in reft, 

ow in old age 1 think it belt. 

E. Thou art a great fool, fori, laid he, 

(That to defir« which «v*y rut be, 

*■ -- -s«« tn have prerogative 
[Above all creatures that live: 
iince father Adam create been 

to the great camp Damafcene, 

ight no man fay unto this hour, 

hat e'er he found perfect pleafure, 
•for never* (hall, till that he lee 

od in his divine majeiiy-: 

therefore prepare thee- for to travel, 
Sith man's life been but battel. 

Jl men begin for to die, 
The day of their nativity; 
And journally they do proceed, 
Till AtropQs cut off their fatal threed, 
And in tIi-2 jhort time that tliey have 
Between their binh and the grave, 
Thou feeir what mutabilities, 
What mifer.-ible calamines, 
What trouble, travel, and debate, 
Seeft thou in every mortal itate. 

egin at poor low creatures, 

icending then to Senators, 
. o great princes and potentarcs, 
Thou (halt not find in no e (hue's, 
Sioce the beginning general, 
(Nor in our time now fpecial, 
put tedious, reliefs hufinefs, 
^Vithoutten any iickcr net's. • ■ 
' C, Prudent father, fa id I, alace, 
You ttU to we a careful cafe : 
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Tou fay, that no man to this hour, 
Hath found on earth perfect pleafurc, 
^Withouten infortunate variance 
Since we been thral on fuch mifchance. 
Why do we fet our whole intents 
On riches, dignity,' and rems, 
Shh in the earth been no man fure, 
One day without trouble t'endnre, 
And worfl of all when we leafl ween, 
The cruel death we mufl; iulteen : 
If I your father-hood durft demand, 
The caufe I would fain nnrWfk*«.L 
And eke, father, I you implore, 
Show me from trouble gone before, 
That hearing others indigence, 
I may the more have patience. 
Fellows in tribulation, 
Been wretches confolatlon. 

E. Said he : After my fmall cim:ing; 
To thee" I ihatfi make anfwcrirg: 
But orderly for tp begin, 
This mifery proceeds of fin : 
But were long to be defined : 
How all men are to (in inclined, 
When fm abundantly doth reign, 
Juftly God maketh punilhing * 
Wherefore great God into his hand?, 
To daunt the work! with diverfe wands. 
After our evil condition, 
He makes on us punition : 
With hunger, dearth, and indigence,' 
Sometimes great plagues and peihlerice ; 
And fometimes with his bloody wand, 
Thro* civil wars by fca and land. 
Concluding all our mifery- v 
Proceeds of fin allanerly. 

C. Father, faid I, declare to me 
The caufe of this fragility. 
That we be all to fin inclined, 
In work, and word, and in our mind : 
I would ihe verity were fliown, 
Who- hath this Iced among us fuwt\ 
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lid why we were condemn'd to dead : 

od how that we may get remeed. 

£, Said he, the fcripture hath concluded 
fen from felicity are denuded, 
•y Adam our progenitor, 
ometime of paradife pofTeflbr ; 
fy whofe mod wilful arrogance, 
pas mankind brought to this mifchance, 
l^hen he was difobedient, 
b breaking God's commandement, 
ty foliftation of his wife, 
ie'loft that beav'nly pleafant life, 
faring of the forbidden tree : 
"here began all our mi fiery ; 
o Adam was caufe radical, 
'hat we are fragile tinners alL 
dam brought in this nation, 
in, death, and eke damnation, 
I' ho will fay, that he is no fmner, 
hrift faith, he is * great liar, 
dl mankind fprang from Adam's loins, 
Lnd took to him ftefti, blood, and bones ; 
lnd fo after his quality, 
kre ail inclin-d finncrs to be. 
hit. yet my fon, defpair thou nought, 
p or God, -that all the world hath wrought^ 
3ath made a fovreign remeed, 
Po fave us both from fin and dead, 
lnd from eternal damnation ; 
Hierefore take coniblation : 
toi God, as fcriptures doth record, 
laving on man mifericord, 
lent down his only Son Jem, 
KThich lighted on a virgin true, 
lnd clad his high divinity, 
Vnh our poor vile humanity : 
rhen from our fins, to conclude, 
le wafht us with his precious blood, 
iovvbeit thro* Adam we mult die, 
riiro* that Lord we (hall raifed be, 
lnd every m&n he (ball relieve, 
Vbkh in his blood doth firm believe, 
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And bring us all into his glory, 
The which thro* Adam been forlore, 
Without that we thro' lack of faith, 
' Of his God head incur the wrath : 
But who in Chrift firmly believes 
Shall be reliev'd from all mifthieves. 

C. What faith is it that you call firm : 
Sir, make me underftand that term. 
x £. Faith without hope and charity, 
Availt th not, my fon, faid he. 

C. What charity is, that would I know, 
E. Said he, my fon, that ftiall I fhow. 
Firft, love they God above all thing, 
And they neighbour without feigning. 
Do none injure nor villany, 
But as thou would ft were done to thee. 
Quick faith without charitable warks 
Can never be, as write be ft clarks, 
More than the fire, until his might 
Can lack the heat, or fun lack light, 
If charity into thee fails, 
Thy faith nor hope nothing avails. 
The devil hath faith, and trembles for dread, 
But he lacks hope and love indeed. 
Do all the good that may be wrought, 
Without charity, avails nought ; 
Wherefore pray to the Trinity, 
„ For to fupport thy- charity* 
Now have I fhown thee as I can, 
How father Adam the firft man, 
Brought in the world fin and dead, 
And how Chrift Jefus made remead : 
Which in the great day of judgment, 
Shall us deliver from torment, 
And bring us to his lading glore. 
Which fhail endure forevermore. 
But in this world thou get'ft no reft, 
I make it to thee manifaft : 
Therefore, my fon, b* diligent, 
Aijd learn for to be patient, 
And into God izt all thy truft, 
All tli'wgs tiiall then come for \taVe(L 
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Why fhould of God the marvellous heav'nly warl 
Be hid from them ? I think it not fraternal, 
The "father of heav'n which was, and is eternal, 
To Mofes gave the law on mount Sinai, 
Not into Greek nor Latin, as they fay. 

He wrote the law on tables hard of ftone, 
In their own vulgar language of Hebrew, 
That the children of lfrael everjr one 
Might know the law, and to the fame purfue 
Had he done write in Latin or in Grew, 
It had to them been a fayourlefs gueft : 
Tou*may well know God wrought all for the beft, 

Ariftotle nor Plato, I heard lane, 
Wrote not their philosophy natural, 
In Dutch nor Dence, nor tongue Italian, 
But in their mod proper tongue maternal, 
Whofe fame and name doth reign perpetual, 
Famous Virgil, that prince of poetry, 
Nor Cicero, that flow'r -of orat'ry. 

Wrote nor in Chaldy language, nor in Grew, 
Nor yet in language Saracen, 
*Nor yet in the nat'ral language of Hebrew, 
But-in the Roman tongue, as may be (ten, 
Which was their proper language, as I ween. 
When Romans reign* d dominators indeed, 
The ornate Latin was their proper lecd. 

In the mean time when tl.-t thefe bold Romans 
Over all the world had .the dominion, 
Made Latin fchools their glore for to advance, 
That their langnage might be over all common, 
To that intent, by mine opinion, 
Trotting that their empire fhould ay endure : 
But of fortune always they were not fure. 

Of languages the firtt diverlity, 
Was made by God's malediction, 
When Babylon was builded in Chaldy ; 
Thofe builders got none other affliction, 
Before the time of. that -puuirion, 
Wis but one tonjpie, which Adam fpake himfelf, 
'Where now of tongues there be threefcore and twe 

Nuiwn branding, I think it great pleafure, 
*Viicre cunning men have languages eutro -\ 
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Unlearned people <.n ibe holy <Uy 
wemaedly they hear the EvangiA it.iw, 
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Not knowing what the prieft doth fing or fa; 
But as a bell when that they bear it Tung ; 
Yet would the priefts in their mother tongue, 
Pafs to the pulpit, and that doctrine declare 
To Jaick people, it were more neceflar. 

J would that prelates and doctors of the la\ 
With laick people were not di (content, 
Tho* we into our vulgar tongue did knaw 
Of Chrift Jefus the law and teftament, 
And \ix~* th^ we (h ou id keep commandemen 
But in our language ice us j—y and read 
OurPater-nofter, Ave, and our Creed, 

I would fome prince of great difcretion, 
In vulgar language plainly cauVd tranilate, 
• The needful laws of this region, 
Then would there not be half fo great debat 
Amongft us people of the low eftate. 
If every man the verity did knaw, 
We needed not to treat theTe men of law, 

To do our neighbour wrong we would bev 
If we did fear the law's punifhment : 
There would not be fuch brawling at the bar 
Nor men of law climb to fuch royal rent. 
To keep the law if all men were content, 
And each man do as he would be done to, 
The judges would get little thing a- do* 

The prophet David king of Iirael, 
Compil'd the pleafant pfalrns of the pfalter, 
In his own proper tongue, as I heard tell ; 
And Solomon which was his fon and heir, 
Did make his book into his tongue vulgar. 
Why mould not their fayings be to us fhown 
In cur language ? 1 would the caufe were kn< 

Let doctors write their curious queftions, 
And arguments fown full of fbphiftry ; 
Their logic, and their high opinions^ 
Their dark judgments of aftronomy, 
Their medicine, and their philofophy. 
Lfit poets fliow their glorious engine, 
As c e.Y they pleafe, in Greek or in Latin. 

Bui let us have the books necefTar 
To common-wealth, and our CaAvaxum. 



To tiiat intent, Goti maiic him tl.us, 
That nun (hi.uld not l>e glorious ; 
£°r in himielf fliouM notlibp fee, 
^matter of humility. 
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When man was made, as I have told, 
God in- bis face did him behold, 
Breathing in him a lively fp'rit. 
When all thefe works were compleat, 
He made man to his fimilitude, 
Precelling into pulchritude ; 
Doted with gifts of nature, 
Above all earthly creature : 
Then pleafantly did him convoy 
To a region compleat with joy, 
Of all pleafure which bare the price, 
And called earthly paradife ; 
And brought by divine providence, 
All beafts and birds to his prefence. 
Adam did craftily impone 
A fpecial name to ev'ry one, 
And to all things material 
A name he gave in fpecial : 
How he them nam'd, that been kend, 
And (hall be to the world's end. 
Into that garden of pleafance 
Two tree^s grew mod to advance, 
Above all other which bare the price, 
In mid ft of that paradife ; 
The one was call'd, the tree of life, 
The other tree began our ftrife ; 
The tree to know both good and evil, 
Which by perfnalion of the devil, 
Began our mifery and woe : 
But let us to our purpofe go 5 
How God gave Adam ftrait command, 
That tree not to touch with, his hand } 
All other fruits of paradife 
He bade him eat at his device, 
paying, If thou eat of this tree, 
v With double death then (halt thou die : 
Therefore I thee command beware 
That from the tree thou (land afar. 
Yet father Adam was alone, 
Without company of any one. 
Then thought the Lord it neceflar 
Tq create to Itim an helper. 
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God put in Adam fuch fopour, 
Thai for to Deep he took pleafure, 
And laid him down upon the ground, 
Then lvhen Adam was Deeping found', 
He took a rib forth uf his fide, 
Then filled it with flefli and hide ; 
Then made a woman of that hone, 
Fairer of form was never none : 
Then to Adam incontinent. 
That fair lady he did pre lent, 
Which fhurtly laid, for to conclude, 
Thon art my flefh, my bone, and blood, 
And Vtragt he call'd her name, 
Which is interpret, Made of man, 
Which Eva afterward was nam'd, 
When for her fault (he was defam'd. 
Then did the Lord them fanciify. 
Saying, Increafe and multiply ; 
By this men Ihould leave all their kin, 
And with their wives make dwelling, 
And for their fake, leave father and mother, 
An) We them belt above all other ; 
, ftr God hath ordained them truly, 
To be two fouls in one body. 
My wit is weak for to indite, 
Their hcav'nly pleafure infinite. 
There was never earthly creature, 
We that time hath perfect pleafure. 
They bad puilTance imperial, 
Above all things material, 
At conning clerks do conclude. 
Adam precetl'd in pulchritude, 
Moft natural, and the fairelt man 
That e'er was lince tb* world began, 
bcept Chrift Jefus, God's own Son, 
" whom wai no comparifon i 
And Eve the faireft creature 
That ever was formed by nature, 
Tho' they were naked as they were made, 
NoThame of other had. 
What pleafure might a man have more, 
«m have his lady him before, 
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So lufty, plead: t a:.d ; erh'te, 
Head* to lei vc hi? appetite ? 
They h;u! none oilier care, I wife, 
B;t pall their tunc in j »y and l-lifs, 
Wild bcails did then to repair, 
So did the fowls of the l'w, 

■ With ni:iie moil ar.g-. litai, 
Makinor to them mirth muiiral. * 
The filius fwimiug in the Uranus, 
Were wholly all at their commands, 
All creatures with one accord, 
Obey'd him as their fovereign lord. 
They furfered neither heat nor cold, 
With every pleafure that they would: 
And to death they were not ifirai, 
And fo fhould vvc have been all : 
For he and his fucceftors 
Should have p< .fit fled thefe pleafures, 
Then from that joy material, 
Gone to the glore imperial. 
They had, if I can well deferive, 
Great joy in all their lenies five. 
In hearing, feeing, tailing, fmelling, 
Induring that delightfome dsvtlling: 
Hearing birds harmonies : 
Tafting the fruits of divers trees ; 
Smelling the dulce balmy odours, 
Which did proceed from fragrant flow'rs 
Seeing fo many heav'nly hews 
Of blooms breaking on the bews ; 
Of touching eke they bad deJight, 
Of others bodies foft and white : 
Doubtlefs enduring that pleafure, 
They lov'd each other paramour : 
No marvel thV that fo fhould be, 
Confidering this their great beauty. 
And God gave the command exprefs 
To roi'ltiply, and to increafe, 
That their feed and fucceflion, 
Might pleniih every nafion. 
J Wit not tarry for to declare ; 

4// properties of rhat place psretaxe \ 
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Wow herbs and trees grew ever green, 
And of the template air ferene 5 
.How fruits in deficient, 
Were alike ripe and redolent * 
Nor of the fountains nor of the floods, 
.Nor of the flow'rs pulchritudes : 
That matter clerks do declare, 
Wherefore of them I fpeak no mair. 
The fcripturc makes no mention 
How long they, reign'd in that region, 
But I believe the time was (hort, 
As divers doctors do report. 

The mifcrablc Tranfgrejpon of Adam. 

FAther, how happened that mi Penance, 
Said I, fhew me that circumitance, 
Declare to me that careful cafe, 
How Adam loft, that plea fa nt place, 

From him and his fucceflion 

How did proceed tranfgreflion ? 
B. Said he*: After my rude engine, 

1 fall rehear fe thee that ruin, 

When God the creator of all, 

Into the heav'n imperial, 

Did create all the angels bright, 
. He made an angel moit of might, 
I To whom he gave pre-eminence, 
1 Above them all ip fapience, 

fccaufe all others he did prefer, 
\ Named he was .bright Lucifer. 

** was fo pleafant and fo fair, 
; *k thought himielf without com pair, 

And grew fo gav and glorious, 

•jgan to be pi efumptuous : 

** thought that he would fet his feat 

lP t0 the north, and make debate 

Contrare the Majefty divine, 

Which was the caufe of his ruin, , 

*[ or lie incurred God's ire, ■ 

Aj) d banjflj'd from the heavn's emmre 
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With angels many a legion, 
Which were of his opinion- 
Innumberable with him tl.ere fell, 
Some lighted in the !owe!i hell: 
Some in ihe fea did make repair ; 
Some in the earth, Come in air, 
That w.{\ unhappy company,- 

- At father Adam had envy; 
Preceiving Adam and hi? feed, 
Into their places to fi.cceed# 
The I'erpcnt was the *ubtilcft 
Above all beaii?, and cratlieir : 
Then iatan v\ iih a felfe intent,. 
Did enter into the ferpent, 
Imagining fome crafty wile, 
How he might Adam bed beguile, 
And caufe him break commandemert : 
But to the woman fir ft he we«ft, 
TruHing the better to prevail, 
Full fubtilly did her afTail : 
Willi f;;cnnd words falie and fair, 
He grew with her familiar," 
Tnat he his purpoie might advance, 
Believing in het inconiiance. 
What been the caufc, madam, faid he, 
That you forbear yon pleafant tree, 
Which been peerlefs and precious, 
Whofe fruit been moil delicious I 
I will, faid ilie, thereto accord, 
We are forbidden of the Lord, > 

The which hath gjv'n us liberty 
To eat of ev'ry fruit and tree, 
Which grows into this paradile ; 
Break we command, we are not wife, 
He gave to us a llrait command, 
Thai tree net to touch with our hand: 
Eat we of it, \\ ithout remead, 
She faid, doubt li- is we fh.ill be dead. 
Bdieve not that, faid the ferpenr, 
Eat you of- it, incontinent 
liep)e<n you ihi)} be with fcience > 

Ai<pI liu re pa feci intelligence, 



He ale on iliat cowiituin, 

Tlie principal points of this cffVncc, 

Was pi Lie ami inobe.lience :, 

Deliimg tor to-be equal 

To God tbc Creator of all. 

AUi! Aii.un, why didlt thou To ? 

Whv caulVd thou lllis mortal woe i 

H«iit thou been coiilUnt, Firm and ftablc 

Thy gbre had been incomparable. 

Where was thy conlideration, 

Who had't the domination 

Over every living creature, 

That God hath formed by nature, 

Toule them at thine own tit-vile f 

Vafi thou no prince of oaiatiil't ? 

Wu never man fince thou on live, 

That God gave li;t!i prerogative. 

Be give thee flrcngth above Samfon, 

Bud fa pie nco more than Solomon. 

Young Ablalom in his time molt fair, 

To th) beauty was no compare, 

diiftt.tle thou didil pre eel} 

bin philol'jj-liy natural. 

Viigil into hi* p"etry, 

Niir Cicrro ii: his oratory, 

Wire ut vt-r l»h' fodi-qwnt. 

Why brake uiuu God's commandemttA*. 
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Where was thy wit, that wouldft not flee 
Far from the prefence of that tree. 
Cave not thy mailer thee free will, , 
To take the good and leave the ill? 
How might thy forefault be excus'd, 
That God's commandement refutM, 
Through thy wife's perluafion, 
Which hath been the occafion 1 
Since that time many noble men, 
By the evil counfel of women, 
Have altogether deilroyed been, 
As in the hi (lory may be feen, 
Which now we need not to declare : 
But to our purpofe let us fare. 

When they had eaten of the fruit, 
Of joy then they were deflitute ; 
Then 'gan tbey both for to think ihame, 
And to be naked through defame. 
And made them breeks of leaves green. 
That their fecrets (hould not be feen* 
But in the flare of innocence. 
They had no fuch, experience : 
But when to (in they were fubjeclecl, 
To fhame and (in they were coacled, " 
And in a bufli they did them dole, 
Afhamed of the Lord his voice ; 
Which called Adam by his name* 
Said he : My Lord, I think great fhame 
Naked to come in thy prefeuce, 
Thou had (I no fuch experience, 
Said God, when thou w a (I innocent, 
Why brake thou my commandement ? 
Alas ! (faid Adam to the Lord) 
The verity I (hall record : 
This woman that thou gave to me, 
Caus'd me eat of yon plea fan t tree. 
Right fo the woman her excus'd, 
And faid, the (erpent me abus'd. 
Then to the ferpent God faid thus i 
O thou deceiver venemous, 
Becaufe the woman thou beguil'd, 
From henceforth (kail thou be ejutfd x 
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I waried fhall thou be ex'tlM, 
r feed be after thee. 

ihall be thy food alio, 
iog on thy bread Cult go t 

put enmity 
be woman ever and thee: 
by feed and woman Teed, 
minual mortal feed i 
iou haft wrought their mifdiief, 

be as tbou believes ; 
hall be in woman fown, 
lower (ball be down thrown, 
bine head * hat thou, may 'ft feel, 
ball tread him on the heel, 
romife and meaning, 
□maculate virgin 
r the Prince Omnipotent, 
ild tread down the falfe ferpent, 
all hi ■ company, 
:onfound all utterly. 
1.: If Satan prince of hell, 
l e'ferpent, as ye tell, 
can no way tin at all, 
,be ferpent made fo thrall ! 

fay, before that hour, 
t had a fair figure, 
jp ftraight upon hit feet, . 
i members all compleat, 

alls upon the 'bent. 

le : For he was -inftromeot 

i bis milery, 

was, as you may fee. 
rience«hou may "ft knaw, 

tbe common law t 
»ic"l of .buggery, 

s burnt as well as he, 
e beaft is innocent ; 

1 of this ferpent. 
iend full of defpite, 

fall which bad tbe wite, 
of many mo: 
•arpoCe Jet tu go. 
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Then to the woman, for her offence, 
God did pronouncenhis fore femence ; 
•AH pleafure that you had'ft beforrow 
Shall changed be in lading forrow. 

* Where thou fhould be with mirth and joy, 
Have born thy birth without annoy ; 
Now all thy children thou (halt bear 
With dolor and continual care. 
And thou (halt be, -for ought thou can, 
Ever fubject unto the man. 
By this fentence God did conclude, 
Woman from liberty denude i ■ 
When by experience you may fee 
How queens of moft high degree, - 
Are under moft fubjeclion, 
And fuffer moft correction ; 
For they like birds into a cage, 
Are keeped ay under thirlage ; 
So all women in their degree, 
Should to their noen fubjecled be : 
Howbeit fome will Jtrive for ftate, 
And for the maftery make debate, 
Which if they lack, both even and morrow, 
Tlieir men fhall fuffer meikie" for row*: 
Of Eve they take that quality, 
To defire fovereignity, 
And then to Adam. laid the Lord ; 
Becaufe that Ihou haft done accord 
Thy will, and heark'ned to thy wife, 
Now (halt thou lofe this plcafant life ; 
Thou waft to her obedient, 
But thou brake thy commandement : 
Cnrs'cBand barren the earth iiia.Il be, 
Where'er thou goeft till that thou die . 
But thiftle, nettle, brier, and thorn, 
Without labour fhall bear no corn : 
■For food thou get'il none other biekl," 
But eat the herbs upon the .field ; r - 
Sore labouring till thy brows fweat : 
From henceforth (halt thou win thy incar, 
} made thee of the earth certain, 

-And thou to earth fhall tum.agaA-A. 



if the Monarchy. 27 

nade he them abullement, 
s and ragged raiment, . 
to prefer ve from heat and cold--: 
rrew flfcir, dolor manifold. 
Idam, ye are like to us, 
rour gay garment glorious, 
im thefe words faid the Lord. ■' 

:ry'd they both ; Mifericord, 
from that earth with hearts fore 
*d they were for evermore, 
tis wretched vale of Torrow, 
Jaily labour even and morrow, 
whofe dolorous departing, 
ord gave Paradile in keeping, 
he angel Cherubin, 
lone mould have entry therein : . 
which entry he did Hand, 
laming fiery fword in hand, 
ep that Adam and his wife 

1 not tafte of the tree of life ; 
they of the tree had preev'd, 
tually they might have liv'd. 
am and his fucceffion, 

radife loft pofTefEon, 

y his (in original, 

men of mifery made thrall, 

n^ now may'ft thou clearly fee, 

yorld began with mifery : 

mifery it doth proceed, 

i end (hall dolor be and dread. 

Father faid I, what kind of life, 

dam with his lufty wife, 

his bailful banifliing ? 

Said he continual lamenting. 

heart hath yet compaffion, 

they went wand'ring up and down, 

ing with many loud alas, 

they had loft that pleafant place, 

ldernefs to be exil'cl, 

e they nonght but hearts \\ ild, 

:ing them for to devour, 

2 all obedient were before. 

C 2 C.^*0&«i 
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C. Father, faid I, in what country* 
Did Adam live after that he 
Was ban i flied from that delight ? 

E> The clerks, faid he, have nut in write, 
How Adam dwelt with meikle bail, 
In Mamre, it that lufty vale, 
Which After was the Jewifh land, 
Where yet his fepulchre doth (land. 
J lift not tarry to difcrive 
The woe of Adam and his wife. 
Nor how that Jbey had fons two, 
x^it» ojcuI Abel, add no mo * 
Nor how curit c««* i*or envy, 
Did flay his brother cruelly : 
Nor of iheir mourning, nor of their moan, 
When they fonlefs were left alone. 
Abel lay flain upon the ground : 
. Cur ft Cain efleem'd a vagabond : 
Nor how God of his fpecial grace, 
Sent them the third fon fair of face, 
Mod like Adam of flefh and blood, 
Seth was his name, gracious and good, 
And how blind Lamech racklefly 
Did (lay Cain unhappily. 
Adam as clerks do defence 
Begat with Eve his woeful wif<% 
Of men-children, thirty and two, 
And ot daughters alike alio : 
By this thou may 'ft underftand, 
That Adam faw many a thoufand, 
That of his body did defcend 
Ere he out of the world did wend, 
Adam lived in earth but wear, 
Cotnpleat nine hundred and thirty year i 
And all his days were but forrow, 
Remembeting both even and morrow, 
Of paradife the profperity, 
And then of his great miiery ; 
His heart might never be rejoie'd, 
Reraemb'ring how the heav'ns were closM 
From him and his fucceffion, 
And thn by his tranfgrethon. 



JVhich was hi) filler good anil fair, 
ln Dsmafcen made their repair. 

t Tb u wit u erroataas opinion hoU«& » Art &M, 
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In that country of Seth's clan, 
Defended many a holy man- 
So long as Adam was livand, 
The people did obfcrve Command : 
When he was dead an& laid in ground. 
The people greatly did abound ; 
And Cain flain, as I have fhowiu 
And Seth's days all over-blown, 
The Tons then of Seth's blood, 
Seeing the pleating pulchritude 
Of the ladies of Cain's kin, 
Howbeit they knew well it was fy\ 9 
Opprefs'd with fenfual lufts rage, 
Did take them into marriage : 
And fb corrupted was that blood ; 
The good with evil, and evil with good, 
Then as the people did encreafe, 
They did abound in wickednef?, 
As holy fcripture doth rthcarfe, 
Which I abhor to put in verfe, 
Or tell with tongue, I am not able* 
The footh been fo abominable, 
Hodmen and women fhamefully 
AbusM themfelves unnaturally : 
Whofe foul abomination, 
And filthy fornication, 
I think great fhame to put in write, 
Even as Paxil Orofe doth indite. 
And if I would at length declare, 
It were enough to fyle the air ; 
Great clerks of antiquities, 
Have written many true ftcrics, 
Which are worthy to be commended, 
Howbeit they be not comprehended, 
At length in the divme fcripture ; 
But I Sail do my bufy cure, 
To take the belt, as \ fuppofe, 
That mofl pertains to my parpofe : 
And with fuppoit of Chrift our king, 
I purpofe to confirm nothing 
Of the old hi/toriance, 
Contraridus to his excellence ; 



?hcy would not labour to find wine. 
Tlie fruit and herbs were fn good, 
Tlwy made do care for other food : 



A 
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Arid Co the people took no cure, 
But pair the time at their jleafure. 
Ay fiuJing new inventions, 
To fiilf.'l thtir intent ions : % 
And To the Lord Omnipotent, 
That he made man did him repent : 
And (hew unto his ferv'ut Noah, 
That he would all the world deitroy, 
Except himftlf and his menzie ; 
Alas ! (aid Noah, when ihall that, be ? 
Then laid the Lord : Sith that thou (pear's, 
I (hall prolong fix-fcore of years, 
Tarrying upon their repentance, 
•Ere I fulfil my juir. fentence: 
In the mean-time, fall thou to wark 
Incontinent, and build an ark: 
Which Noah began obediently, 
And wrought on it continually, 
And to the people daily preached, 
To cry for grace he to them teached : 
And to them plainly did declare, 
That God his rod would no way (pare, 
But on them he would wofk vengeance. 
To, Noah yet gave they no credence ; 
And (o they were incounfelable, 
Ufing their lull abominable : 
And took. his preachirg in defpite," 
Ay following their foul delight, 
More and more to that doleful day, 
Which all the world put in affray. 

C. Father, you make me understand, 
When Adam brake the Lord's command, 
To augment his affliction, 
God gave his malediction 
Unto the earth, which was fo fair, 
That it (ho/ld barren be a ad bare, 
And without labour, bear no corn, 
Nor fruit, but thiftlei hrier, and thorn ; 
Now fay you in the time of Noah, 
To fee the earth it was great joy, 
, Planted with fruits good and fair, 
The froth of this to me declare. 
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[aylngi too make me confider, 
on nuke tliem agree together? 
rod made his promifc fickerly, 
ii it came nor inftantly, 
', a* clerks do conclude : * 
er when the furioui flood 
I'd the earth all utterly, 
ame that promife fickerly, 
t God did give command, 
Ihould not touch with hit band', 
t of the forbidden tree i 
id fo, that he Ihould die, 
lit he died not hut weir, 
hat day nine hundredth year. 
b the prophet F.faias, . 
lg of ChrHt the great Meffi**, 
, the eliild rs to be born, 
e mankind that is foilorn i 
tad been born in(tantly r 
is he not born verily, 
bat faying many a year, 
he feripture thou-may'Jt Iiear. 
land year, wh > reckons right, 
i hour into Gmd'i fight, 
iles many I might tell, 
it not tedious for .to dwell. 
Mir purpofe let us proceed, 
ig the height, the length, and breed, 
antity of Nodb'i ark, 
was a right excellent wark, 
e-tree, bound well about, 
ver with pitch within and out, 
full clois with nails lining, 
ai three hundred cubits long, ■ 
i breed, thirty in height; 
chambers j'ined well and wight, 
fery loft above another, 
nt an anker, oar or rut he, 
t cubit, as I heard tell, 
a fiit e now might be an til, 
mid fide a door there yu 
•afti a full eafy f ntfeft. 
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This ark which was "both long and large, 
Made in the bottom like a barge, 
Covered with boards well above, 
Moft like a houfe, fet on a roof, 
Whofe rigging was a cubit broad. 
Wherein there was a window made : 
Some fays well clos'd with chryftal clear, 
Where through the day*light might appear * 
This wark the more was to be prais'd, 
Becaufe by God it was devis'ch 
The making of this ark but wear, 
Indured well an hundred year, 
When Noah had ended this wark, 
God did him clofe within the ark, 
' With his wife and fons three, 
With their wives and no more menzie,. 
Of all fowls of the air,. 
Of every kind entered a pair: 
Right fo two beads of every kind, , 
For why ? it was the Lord's miud, 
That generation (hould not fail t 
Wherefore of female and of male, 
Of every kind were kecped two. 
But to rehearfe mine heart is woe,. 
The dolent lamentation, 
That tjme of ^very nation, 
Saying, Alas ! a thoufand fize, 
When wind and rain began to rife. 
The rocks which ried began to rive, 
The ugly clouds did over-drive, 
And dark'ned too the heav'ns bright, 
The fun and moon might (hew no light : 
The terrible trembling of earthquake 
Made buildings bow, and cities (hake, 
The thunder rent the clouds (table, 
With fearful noile inevitable. 
The fire flanghts flew o'er through the fels, 
Then was there nought but (houts and ye Is, 
When they pe.rceiv'd without remead, 
All creatures for to fuiFer dead ; 
All fountains -from the earth up-fprang. 
And from iho- heaven the. rain dt>wn dang; 



•f the Monar-chy. *% 

)rty days and forty nights t 

hen ran the people to the heights : 

raie climb on hills, ibme climb on trees, 

ime to the bigheft mountains flees, 

Hth more terror than 1 can tell ; 

ut all for nought, the floods down fell, 

nd wind did rout with fuch a reard, 

"hat every wight wearied his weard, 

•rying, alas ! ihat they were born, 

no the flood to be forlorn. 

ien might not make moan to their wives, 

lor yet fypport the child reus lives. 

'he floods rofe up with fuch great might 

"hat they o'ercoverM all the height ; 

Haey might no more their lives length, 

Jut fwim'd a* long as they lud ftrengtk, 

Ind fo with cries lamentable, x 

inded their lives milerablc. 

\bnve mountains that were inoft high, 

fifty cubits did rife the fea, 

Men may imagine in their mind, 

All creatures in their kind ; 

Both beads and fowls of jhe air, 

In their manner made meikle care: 

T he filhes rhought tbeiiifclves beguii'd, 

when they fwim'd through the woods wild. 

The whales tumbling among the trees, 

Wild beafts fwiming in the ieas : 

wds with many a piteous pew, 

Afaidly in the air they flew, 

*°loug as they had ftrtngth to flee, 

Sten lwatterM down into the fea. 

Nothing on earth was left in life, 

fcafls nor fowl?, man nor wife : 

for wholly God did them deflroy, 

Except them in the ark with Noah ; 

The which lay fleeting in the flood, 

Hfilt'ring among the ftreams wood, 

iVith many terrible affrays, 

lemain'd an hundred and fifty days 

n great hngour and neavinefs, 

re wind. or rain began to ceafe, 



8 .' s effeauoufty.f?j: n . g ' 

retimes t e or b d . s ^^ 

An dhow tbat * the beavns a d 
^ he r a ve e n1on?^ ff e n g^ 

« e fen u *Xfor to *fpy» , rv . 

*"" tay I S o the ^ a STco«omand ; 

TS there no <#* € *L did return, 

ihe ark upon tb^ fltainhie , 

in"" «* l *°ii S done rffT 
And Vben N° att " k-gao to dry. 

Then threw » ^bicn vre» 

Indloofedthen.^.^ 

Tbe fowls flew, i j, an d paw- 

Si SweS none b* -ft£ ? WJ. 
«£b, nis tbree ^'^ in their Uv«, 
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t if Noah Mas blyth and glad. 

f that prifon -he was freed. 

i Noah had made his facrifice, 

ig God of his benefice, 

ling on mount Ajrmenie, 

le the country might efpy ; 

believe his heart was fore. 

le earth which was before 

d > fo pleafant and perfite, 

3 behold was great delite, 

n was barren made and bare, 

/hich frtttfuous was and fair : 

tfant trees bearing fruits, 

ing pull'd up by the roots ; • 

>lfome herbs, and fragrant flbw.'rs, 

both virtue and colours, 
s green and flowriuYd meads, 
oiled of their pleafant weeds* 
:h which firft was fo fair formed, 
the furious floods deformed, 
ometime were the pleafant plants, 
?epy coves and high mountains : 
imHng rocks great and gay, 
h waft en clean away, 
oah had greateft difpleafures, 
g the dead creatures, 
'as a fight lamentable ; 
;>men, beads inumberable, 
lem lying upon the lands, 
e were floating upon the ftrands : 
ind monfters of the feas, 
nd ftab'd among the trees, 
re the flood was decreafand, ^ 

?re left waltering on, the land, 

the flood during that fpace, 
was all into one place : 
the earth as been decided, 
r parts was not divided, 
Europe and Afia, 

ay from Africa. v J 

low divers famous lilts, 
r roih land right many miles. 

D fc& 
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All thefe great ifles, I underftand, 
Were then equal with the firm land, 
There was, no Tea Mediterran, 
But only the great ocean, 
Which did not fpread fuch hurling flrands, 
As it doth now o'er through the lands, 
Then by the raging . of that'flood, 
The earth ftorn virtue was denude ; 
The wftch before was to be prais'd, 
Whole beauty then- was difaguis'd, 
Then was the malediction known, 
Which was by God to Adam fliown, 
I hear now clerks do conclude, 
Induring that raoft furious flood, 
With which the earth was fdre oppreft, , 
The wind blew forth of the fouth-weft, 
As may be feen by experience, 
How through the waters violence, 
The high mountains on erery art, 
Are bare forenent the fouth weft-part, 
As the mountains of Pirenees, » 
The Alps, and rocks in the feas ; 
Right lb the rocks great and gay 
Which ftandcth into Norway : 

' 1 he higheft hills in every airt, 
And in Scotland, for the mofl part, 
Through watering of that furious flood, 
The hills of earth' were made denude, 
Travelling men may confidcr beft. 
The mountains bare next the fouth-weft. 
C. Declare, faid I, ere you conclude, 
How long liv'd Noah after the flood : 

i?. : Said he : In Genefis thou may'fr hear, 
How that Noah was fix hundred year, 
The time of this great pumfhment, 
And ay to God obedient : 
And was the bed of Seih's blood ; 
And more he liv'd after the fioocl, 
Three hundred and fifty years, 
As hoJy lcripture witnefs bears: 
And was, ere he rendred \u» fpY\t, 

■Nine hundred and fifty years cotnpleax. . 
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Tofljow tbis-flory-miferablc, 
irleng'h, my- wits are net able, 
And more, my Ton, r.s I [uppofe, 
It belong* not to our pnrpole, 
To-IIiew bow Noah's ib;is three 
'Gin to cncrealc and multiply. 
Nor how Noah planted the vine, 
And drank till he waa drunken fine, 
And fleej-ed with his members tare, 
And how [Jam made for him no care, 
Biit lauph'tl tn ft* his fetlier fo, 
Howbtit his brethren were right wo: 
Norh...v !■ c,ah but relr.riair.n7 
Gave unto Ham hit malediction, 
And put him tinder Icivittu'e, . • 
ToShtm anil .[aphec ttait were good, 
Nor how God made a covenant 
W^ili Noah, to make no punilhment. 
Nor by tlie flood no people di own : 
In fign of ihat condition, 
His rain-bow let into the air. 
Of divers hcav'nly colours fair, 
For to be a perpetual fign,. 
'By flood to lend no punilhing. 
This bifiory if thou liil to know, 
At length the bible iliall thee Ciew. : 

««4* + ** + 4-*+**+***+*++ (■**** + *+ ;■*** + * ** 

The Second BOOK. 

Cnntaiiiinc the building of Bah'ei: by Nimrod 1 'anil 
how king Minus began the ml t Monarchy of -their 
Idolatry 1 end how isY'tnii amis governed the cnipue 
after her httfo.md Ninilj. 

FAther, I pray you to me toll, 
The firft inforture that l.cfel, 
'■"mediately after the Hood: 
And who dhl firil Hied guiltlefs bkod, 
And how idolatry began '. 
&'Said he i I dial] do as 1 can -, 
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* 
After the flood 1 find no flory - y 

Worthy to be put in memory, 

Till Nimrod did begin to reign, 

Above the people as a king, 

Which was the principle man of one, » 

That builder was of Babylon. 

C\ That ilory, matter, would I know, 
That thou to me the footh would (how, 
Why, and for what occaiion 
1 hey builded fuch a ftrong dungeon ? 

E. Then faid to me Experience, 
I (hall declare \v jth diligence, 
Thefe queftions at thy command ; 
But fir#, fon, thou molt underitand 
Of Nimrod the genealogy, 
His firength, coorage, and quantity ; 
Howbeit.Mofes in his firil book, 
The ttory lightly doth o'er-look ; 
Of him no more be doth declare, 
Except he was a ftrong hunter. 
But other clerks curious, 
As Orofe, and cloth Jofephus, 
Defcribe Nimrod at more length, 
Both of his Mature and his (trength. 
This fc»imrod was the fourth perfon, 
From Noah by line defcending down, 
Noah begat Ham, and Ham begat Chus, 
And Chus Nimrod, the footh been thus : 

Thus Nimrod » man of might, 
Thai time on earth was none Co wight ; 
He was a giant flout and ftrong, 
Perforce wilJ beads he down throng, 
The people of that region, 
Came under his dominion. / 

No man there was in all the land, 
His rtalwardnefs ih.^t durfr gainfrand : 
No marvel was though he was wight 
Ten cubits large he was of height, 
Proportionate of length and breed, 
Conform unto his heipht we read, 
He grew To great and glorious, 
So prideful ahd prtlumptuous, m 
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I) (fore they found Mm good and kind, 

But then they though: him by his mind ; . 

When he fo fiirior.fiy did flyte, ^ 

r l hen turnM his pi icle into defpire. 

Full dark etlipftd w«i> hi* gl«,:c, 

When thev would work for liin) no more. 

Behold how God was gracious, 
To them that m'.is outrngious: 
He neither brake their legs nor arms, 
Nor did to ih'-'m no other harms, 
Except of tongues divtfion ; 
A^d for a final conclulion, 
Con II rained they were to depart, 
Each company -in fundry airt, - 
Some paft imo the orient, . 
And fome into the Occident, 
Some fonth, fome north, as they thought beft, 
And lo their policy left wafte. 
But how that city was repaired. 
Hereafter it fhail be declared. 

Of the fir ft invention rf Idolatry r How Nimrod 
pel ; cd the -people to adore the fire in Chaldea 

XJOW Sir, faid I, drew me the man, 
"^ Which firit idoktry began. 

E,- That fhall I do with all mine heart, 

My ion laid he, cxk: we depart, 

When Nimrod faw ids purpofe failed, 

Aiiu his great labour nought availed, 

Jn mar.ier of conten ption, 

Departed forth of that region : 

And as Orelius doth rehear fe, 

He pait into the land of Perfe, 

And many a year did there remain, 

Ar.d then to Babylon came again, 

A- ci f j i: nd. huge people of Chaldie, 

Remaining in that great city, 

That was glad of his returning, 

And did obey him as their king, 

Kim; cc 1 his name for to advance, 
Among them ma'dc new ordinance, 
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think you are not wife 
i) God make lacrifice, ' 
™ifil his falfe defire, 
. be made a flaming fire, 
; it of fuch breadth and height, 

it burn both day and night-) 
the people of that land, 
:e fire at his command, 
on knees and faces, 
g their new £od c f grace i, 
hem more occafion, 
them great -perfu a firm j 
,-faid he, is of great might, 
bis beams on (he flight : 
i and moon are both obfcore, 
nly- bright nefs doth endure, 
ns members fufter cold, 
ueth them even as they would, 
'd the people at his defire, 

10 god, except the fire. 
;re was any imagery, 

s fir ft idolatry 1 
me there was-no ufage, 
. or for to paint image : 
!e he proclamation, 

ew god, without remead, 

lire Ihonld fuffer dead. 

man into that land. 

ny that durft gainfland, 

n and Aram his brother 

bey'd, [ find. Bone other, 

/elling Was in that country, 

r father, called Thary. 

*hren,Nimrod did reprive, 

htm; Lord, by your leave, 

is but an element, 

to God OoTnipotenr, 

ide the heaven by bis might, 

11 and liars for to give light; 
the fifhes in the leas, 

, with beaics, herbs and. ti c,ct -, 
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,t ( r to concUule, 

And kft lUe hrfopoumi", • c 

C dw,\t in C^* ftory lays, 
A" d died twre, «» fupp „fe, •- 

into the b^ th°« > ard deed. 
Bis virtuous ^ vn . riieCitVie inati 



firtVbaute- m . ne he art, 

V Decide to me er ^ , rs> 

■*- c ■ -.', he^a" " ie • . <,. (cat - ** 

WWcb « STV ['" down thra*s, 
And every p» W d . s uw«, 

^«- CUrU \r o iVtt!fta m cnt: 

heft pe a f '" " cee d this cruelty, 
How dotii yroceea , 

Ae««ft J" ,V,ce a p 7 w ar V^> been, 

A» 0,iu,s on -rt- « J J „ UB v,t. 
\y ars d» de»' "> * dungeon, 
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* # 

A fliprt,defcription of^the four monarchies : And b 
king Ninus began his monarchy* 

A"\F wars, faid he, the great outrage, 
^■^ Began into the fecond age, 
By cruel, prideful, covetous kings : 
^Reavers but right of others reigns % 
Howbeit Cain before the flood, 
Was firft (hedder of guiltlefs blood. 
Ninus was firft and principal man, 
Which finiitrous conqueft began : 
And was the man withoutten fail, 
Ip earth which ftrake the firft baitel, 
And firft invented imagery, 
Where through came great idolatry. 

We rouft know ere we further wend, 
Of whom king Ninus did defcend. 
Ninus, if I can right difine, 
He was from Noah the fifth by line, 
Noah begat Ham, Ham begat Chus, 
And Chus Nimrod, and Nimrod Belus, 
And Belus Ninus, but leefing, 
Of Aflyria the fecond king* 
And builder of that great city, 
The which is called Ninevey ; . « 

And was the firft and. principal man, 
Which the firft monarchy began. 

C. Father laid I, declare to me, 
What fignifies a monarchy ? 

/T, The footh, faid he, fon, if thou knew, 
Monarchy is a term of Grew, 
As when a province principal, 
Had whole power imperial, 
During their nominations, 
Above all kings and nations. 
A monarchy that men do call, 
Of whom I find four principal, 
Which hath reigned liuce the world began* 

£\ Then faui I, father, if you can, 
Whie\ four ait V\c\ ? fiiow me, I pray you, 
S. My fon, /aid he, that lha\\ 1 ft\ov* ^ou. 
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ign'd the king of Aflyriant' : 
reign'd the king of Perfians : 
eeks thirdly, with I'word and fire, 
; obtain'd the third empire : 
rth monarchy, as I hear, 
man a keeped many a year. 
t fpeak of NintU king, 

began his conquering. 

Greek hi dorian 
i, he writes plain, 

great length of Ninus king, 
mpire and conquefling, 
iimiramis his wile, 
:ie the luftieft on life, 
too long to put in wrire, 
Diodore doth indite : 
ill {how, as I fuppofe, 
noft belong to ourpurpofe, 
iiinrod prince of Babylon, 
his wretched world was gone, 
Ion Belus dead alfwa, 
t king of Aflyriai 
nus which was feennd king, 
tantly began to reign, 
■ not pleated nor content 
wn region nor. rent :' 
g his glory fur to advance 
rear people and puifiance, 
i pride, covetice and vam-glore, 

prepare to conqueit more, 
lered forth a great army, 
' Babylon and Chaldy, 

e he had ardent deiire 



that land to hi: 



empire 



he had thereto no right, 
is tyrrany and might, 
ten fear of God or man, 
netting he thus began. 
*>ple being in array, 
iy took his ready way, 
U the Babylonians, 
• with the Chaldeans, 
> E 
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Heard tell king Ninus was come and, 

Made proclamation through, the land, 

That each man after his degree, 

Should come and fave his own country : 

Though that they had no ufe of war, 

Without all fear they pall forward, 

And put themfelves in good order 

To meet king Ninus on the border, 

In that time ye may underitaud 

There was no harnefs in the land, 

For to defend, or yet invade, 

Whereby more flaoghter there was made ; 

They fought through ftrength of bodies, 

With goads of iron, with atones and trees, 

With iound of horn and hideous cry, 

They rufh'd together right rudely. 

With hardy heart and itrengtli of hands, 

Till thoufands lay dead on the lands, 

Where men in battle naked been, 

Great (laughter foon there may be fecn, 

They fought fo long and cruelly, 

And with uncertain victory : 

No man might judge,that flood on far, 

Who got the better or the war. 

But when it did approach the night, 

The Chaldeans they took the flight : 

Then t'»c king and his company 

Were right glad of the victory ; 

Becaufe he wan the firft battel * 

That ftricken was on earth but fail. 

And peaceable of that region. 

Did take the whole diminion : 

Then was the king'of Chaldea, 

As well as of AfTyria, 

As for the king of Arabia, 

In his conqudt made him fuppiy : 

Of this yet he Was not content, 

But to the realm of Mcde he >vent, 

Where Fernus king of that country 

Did meet him with a great, army : 

But king Nimis the battle wan, 

Where ilain was many a \iob\e-tx\axv v 
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Intl to the. king would give no grace, 
3ut olainly in a public place, 
•Vith his (even Tons and his lady, 
>nelly did them crucify. 
3f that triumph he did rejcice, 
Then forward to the field he goes ; 
Then conqucft he' Armenia, 
■^rfe, Kgypt, and Pamphilia ; 
^appadoce, Lyde, and Muritane, 
Tafpia, Phrygia and Hircane" : 
fill Africa and Afia, 
Except great Ind and fjactria, 
Which he did conqueft afterward, 
As you fhall hear ere wc depart. 
Now would t, ere we farther wentf, 
That his idolatry were kend ; . 
Then after that without fojourn, 
To our pur pole we fhall return. 

How King Ninus invented she firft idolatry \ or wor- 

flapping of images. 

^INUS a image he caus'd make, ' 

For king Bt his his father's fake, 
Molt like his father of figure, 
Of quantity and portraitour : 
Of fine gold was that figure made, 
A crafty crown upon hi* head, 
With precious ftones, in tokening 
His father Belus was a king. 
In Babylon he a temple made 
Of crafty woik bi»th high and broad, 
Wherein that image gloi ioufly 
Was throned up triumphantly, 
Then Ninus gave a f trait command 
To ,all the people of that land, 
As well into Aflyrii, 
As in Shinar and Chaldca, 
Under his domination, 
They mould make adoration, 
Upon their knees to that figure, 
Jnder the pain of forfeiture. 
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There was no lord in all that land, 

His fummoninjg tjiat durft gainltand : 

The young and old, both great and (mall, 

To that image they prayed all ; 

And chang'd his name, as 1 heard tell, 

From Belus.to the great god Bell. 

In that temple he did devife 

That prieits (hould make their facri&e i 

By that con lent then came a law, 

None other god that they would knaw t 

Alfo he gave to that image, 

Of fancluary t?Te priviledge * 

For whatfoever tran(gre(for, 

An homicide, or oppieflbr, 

Seeing the image in the face, 

Of their guilt got the king's grace. 

C. Declare to me, fweet Sir, faid I, 
Was there no more idolatry, 
After that this falfe idol Bell 
Was throned up, as you me tell ? 

£. My fon, faid he, incontinent 
Thefe novels thro' the world wcqt, 
How king Ninus, as I have (aid, 
A curious image he had made, 
To the which all his nation 
Made devout adoration. 
Then every country took conceit, 
They would king Ninus counterfeit, 
When any famous man was dead, 
Set up an image in his (lead,. 
Which they did honour from the fpleen, 
As it immortal God had been : 
Images fome made for the nones, 
Of fine gold, of (rocks and (toners, 
Of (ilver fome and ivory bone, 
With divers names to every one s 
For fome they called Saturnus, 
Some Jupiter, fome Neptunus, 
And fome they called Cupido, 
Their god of love, and fome Pluto : 
They called fome Mercuriu*, 
And fame the windy Eolus. 
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Some Mars made like a man of war, 
inarmed well with fword and fpear : 
5ome Bacchus, and Tome Apollo, 
Df names they had an hundred mo. 

When any lady of great fame 
Was dead, for to. exalt her name, 
&n image for a purtraitour, 
Was fet up for an oratour : 
The which tfcey called their godcefs, 
As Venus Juno and Pallas : 
Some Ceres, Vefta and Diana, 
Some Clio, fome Proferpina : 
And fome the great goddefs Mi nerve.* 
With curious colours they would carve, 
Among the poets you may fee, 
Of falle gods the genealogy. 

So that thefe abominations 
Did fpread through all nations : 
Except good Abram as we read, 
Who honoured God in word and deed : 
For Abram had his beginning 
Into the time of Ninus king ; 
Ninus began with tyranny, 
And Abram with humility ; 
Ninus began the firft empire, 
Abram of war had no defire. 
Ninus began idolatry, 
Abram in fp'rit and verity, 
He prayed to the Lord alone, 
Falfe imagery he would have none : 
Of him defcendecH heard tell, 
The twelve tribel of Ifrael. 
Thefe people made adoration, 
With humble fupplication, % 

To him who was of kings KtNO, , 
And heav'n and earth made of nothing: 
Dead images they held at nought, 
Which were with nien c haw]* wrought,. 
But the Almighty God on live* 
My fon, now have I done ri. fcrive 
Thefe quelYiom at thy command, 
The which thou did 9 l\ at me demand, 

E 3 
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G. What was the caufe, fir) make me furej 
Idolatry did To long endure 
Out through the world fo generally, 
And with^ihe Gentiles efpecially I 

E, Said he, Tome caufes principal, 
I find in my memorial : 
Firft was through princes commandment, 
Which did idolatry invent : 
Then lingular profits of the priefts, 
Painters, goldfmiths, mafons, w rights, 
Thefe men of craft moft curioufly, 
Made images moft pleafantly, 
And fold them for a fumptuous price : 
So by their crafty merchandife, 
They were made rich above meafure. 
As for the pried s, I thee allure, 
They got profit into all lands, 
Through facrifice and ofFerands ; 
And by their feigned fanclitude, 
Abufed many men of good* 
He in the time of Daniel 
The priefh of that idol Bell, 
When Ncbuchadonozor king, * 
In Babylon highly did reign, 
The pried the king made underftand 
That image made w,ith mens band, 
He was a glorious god of life, 
And alfo had prerogative : 
That by his great power divine, 
Would eat beef, mutton, bread and wine > 
Aiid fo the king caus'd every c\ay, 
Before Bell on his alter lay, 
Forty fat wedders frefh and fine, 
And fix great rubors of wight wine, 
Twelve great loaves of bouted flour, 
Which was all eaten in one hour ; 
Npt by that image deaf and dumb, 
But by the prielts all and fome, 
As by the bible thou may'ft ken, 
Whofe number was threefcore and ten, 
They and their wives every day, 
Ate *U that on the altar lay% 
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lien Daniel in conclufion, 
bew'd the king their abufion ; 
nd of their craft he made him Pure, 
low underneath the temple floor, 
trough a paflage they came by night, 
nd ate that meat by candle light, 
lie king when he the matter knew, 
'he priefts with all their wives he fk-w ; 
"bus fubtily the king was filed, 
nd all the people were beguiled. 
If foil, faid he, now may thou ken, 
low by the priefls and crafty men, 
ind by their craftineft and cuie, 
iolatry did long endure, 
lehold how John Boccaciouj 
lath written works wonderous, 
)f Gentle flipper (tit ion, 
lnd of their great abufion. 
ind in this great book thou may'rt fee, 
X the falfc gods genealogy, 
V Demognrgon in fpecial. 
'or grand-lire to the gods all, 
HunourM among Arcadians, 
And of the falfe Pliilillians, 
With their great devilifh god Dagon ; 
With their idols many one. 
But I abhor the truth to tell, 
Of the princes of Ifrael, 
Cbufen by God Omnipotent, 
How they brake his com man dement, 
King Solomon as the fcripture lays, 
He doited in his latter days. 
Hit wanton wives for to pleafe, 
He car'd not God for to difpleafe. 
And did commit idolatry, 
Witrfliipping carved imagery, 
As Moloch god of Ammonites, 
And Cbemofh god of Moabiics, 
ABitaroth god of Sidonians: 
*• for his innobedience, 
And foul abomination, 
'WupuaJlh'c! his fucceffion. 
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HisTon Rehoboajp, I heard tell, 
Loft the ten tribes of Ifrael, 
For his father's idolatry, , 
As in the fcripture thou may'il fee. 

Of images ufed among Chtiftian men- 

FAther, yet one thing would I fpeer, 
Behold in every chinch and queer 
Through chrMcndom, in burgh and land, 
Images made with mens hind : 
To whom are given divers names, 
Some Peter and Paul, fome John and James,. 
Saint Peter carved with his keys," 
Saint Michael with his whiff* and weys, 
Saint Katherin with her fword and wheel, 
An hynd fet up hard by laint Geel. 
It were o'er long for to defciive 
Saint Francis with his wounds five, 
Saint Trodwel eke there may be feen, 
Who on a prick hath both her een. 
Saint Paul well painted with a fword, 
As he would fight at the fir ft word. 
Saint Appolline on altar frands, 
With all her teeth uito her hands. 
Saint Rech well fealed, men rftay fee, » 
A boil new broken on his thigh. 
Saint Eloy he doth (lately ftand, 
A new horle-fhoe into his hand. 
Saint Ninian of a rotten flock, 
JSaint Dntho borded out of a block. 
Saint Andrew with crofs in his hand. 
Saint George upon a.horfe ridand. 
Saint Anthony fet upon a fow, 
Saint Brydc well carved with a cow, 
With cofrly colours fine and fair„ 
A thoufand more I might declare. 
As faint Co fro and faint Damain, ' ' 
The fouter of faint Crifpinian. i 

All thefe on altars ftatelv ftarids, 
PrJefb crying for their ofFerandsj 
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To whom we commons on our knees 
Do worfhip all thefe imageries, 
In church or queer, or in the cloyfter, 
Praying to them our Pater-nofter. 
I n pilgrimage from town to town, 
"With offering and addoration, 
To them ay babling on our beeds, 
That they may help us in our needs : 
\Yhat differs this, declare to me, 
From the Gentiles idolatry ? 

£. If that be true that thou reports, 
It goes right near the felf-fame forts : 
Sot we by counfel of clergy, 
Have licence to make imagery, 
'Which of unlearned been the books, 
Tor when the laiks on them looks, 
It brings them in remembrance, 
Of faints lives the drcumftance \ 
How the faith for to fortify, t 

They fuffered pain right patiently. 
Seeing the image on the rood, 

Men mould-remember on the blood 

Which Chrift into his paffion 

Did flied for our falvation. 

Or when thou feeft the portraitour 

Of bleffed Mary virgin pure, 

A pleafant babe upon her knee, 

fhen in thy mind remember thee, 

T'he word which the prophet faid, 

^ow me mould be both mother and maid : 

But who that (itteth on their knees, 

^raying to many imageries, 

ftTitb oration and offrands, 

tneeling with cup into their hands : 

^o difference been, I fay to thee, 

'Yom the Gentiles idolatry. 

light fo of divers nations, 

read th' abominations, 
iowGreeks made their devotion hail 
l"o Mars to fave them in battle. 
ro Jupiter fome took their voyage, 
?o five them from the I lor my rage ; 
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Some pray'd to Venus from the fpleen 
That they their lovers might obtain : 
And fome to Juno for riches, 
Their pilgrimage they would addrefs : 
So doth our common popular, 
Which were too long for to declare, 
Th?.ir fupenlitious pilgrimages, 
To many diverfe images. 
Some to faint Roch with diligence, 
To fave them from the pef'ilence ; 
For their teeth to faint AppolUne : 

^ To faint Trodwel to mend their een. 
Some make offerings to faint Eloy, 
That he their horfe may well convoy. 
They run when they have jew els tintj 
To faint Syeth ore e'er they Hint : 
And to fcjint Germane to get remead, 
For maladies into their head. 
They bring* mad -meji on feet and horfe, 
And hjnds to faint Mungo's crofs, 
To faint Barbara the;/ c y full fa ft, 
To fave them from the thunder blaft. 
For good novels, as I her.rd tell, 
Some take their way ru Gabriel : 
Some wives faint Margaret doth exhort 
Into their birth them to fupport. 
To faint Anthon to fave the fow, 
To faint Bride for c.ilf and cow. 
To faint Sahaftian tl.ey run and ride, • 
That from the fllot he fave their fide, 
An\ fome in hope to get their heal, ' 
Runs to the old rood of RarealY 
Howheit the people rude, 
Think their inventions to he good, 
Wb be to prklis, 1 fay, for me. 
Which fhnuld fhow jhem the verity, 
Prelates which have of thtm the mre, 
S , ««illTn.;ke a:ifwer therefore,: be fure, 
In the great .day of judgment. 
Where no time is for ro repent, 
Where manifefl idolatry 

Shall punilh'd be perpetually. 



nj the Monarchy. 
An exclamation againrt idolatry. 

ent people,' ignorant and blind, 
hat rcikfon, law, or authority; 

authentic Icrip't lire -can ye find 
or to commit idolatry ? 
. to bow your body, or your knee, 
vote humble adoration, 
image made of (lock or tree, 
o luem offering or obligation, 
do ye give the honour, land, or glure 
ig to God who made all things of nought, 
s, and is, and (hall be efcrmore, 
es by mens hands wrought ? 

folk I why have ye fuccour fought ; 

that cannot help you in difrrels? 
ooably revolve into your thought, 
or (tone can be nohulinels. 
defert the people of Ifrael, 
maing on the mount Sinai, 
ide a molten calf of fine metal, 
ley did honour as lllfcir god alway, 
.1 Mofes delcended, 1 heard fay, 
confider their idolatry, 
icople three thouTand caus'd he flay, 
ripture at length dotb tcftify. 
e the holy prophet Daniel, 
on idolatry reprov'i!, 
ild not worlhjp their falfe idol Belt. 
>le people at him were fore agriev'd, 
:(Tect that be fhould be inifcbicv'd, 
d him to ramping lions fevtn, 
it dangerous den be waa reliev'j, 

miracle of that great Go'd of heav'n. 

how Nebuchudonozor king, 
Mil of Uiran did repair 
; of line gold, ■ marvellous thing, 
re of cubits high, and lix uf fquare, 
clearly the fcnpturc doth declare ; 
i all people by prodamatioii, 
lies bow'd, and.on their kures. h<ue, 
vbly made tliei.r aduratiaru 



-■ 7 

60 ^Thi fecond Bock 

A great wonder that day wag feen alfo, 
How Nebuchadonozor in his ire, 
Took Shadrach, Mefech, and Abednego, 
Which would not bow their knee at his define 
To th* idol, caus'd call them in the fire 
For to be burnt, ere he fttrr'd off the ftead. 
When he beliv'd they were burnt bones and lyre, 
Was not confum'd a fmall hair of their head. 

The angel of the Lord was \i itfr them feen 
In that hot furnace, palling up and down, 
Into a r'ofy earth as they had been : 
No fpot of fire draining coat or gown : 
Of vi&ory they did obtain the crown, , - 
And were to them chat made adoration 
To that idol, or bow'd 1 heir body bown, 
A witnefling of their damnation. 
What was the caufe, at me thou may'ft demand, 
That Solomon us'd no imagery 
In his triumphant temple for to (rand, 
Of Abram, Ifaac, Jacob, nor JefTe, 
Nor to Motes, their fafegaurd thro' the fea, 
Nor Jolhua their valiant champion ? 
Becaufe God did command the contrary, 
They tiiould not ufe fuch fuperftition. 

Behold how the great God Omnipotent, 
To prefer ve Ifrael from idolatry, 
Directed them a itrait commandement 
That they Ihould make no graven imagery, 
Neither of gold, lilver, itone nor tree, 
Nor give woifhip to any fimilitude, 

"Being in heaven, in earth, or in the fea, 
But openly in his fovereign celfitude. 
. The prophet David plainly did reprieve 

' Idolatry to their confufion, 
In graven flock or itone that did believe, 
Declaring to them their great abuiion, 
Speaking in manner of derihon, 
JHow dead idols by mens hands wrought, 
Whom they honour'd with humble adoration, 
Where in the market daily fold and bought, 
The devils feeing the ill condition 

Of the Gentiles, and their unfauhfutaefc» 



augment their fuperfrition, 
lc idols they made their entrefs, 
i them fpake, as ftories do expreft, 
men believ'd of them to get relief, 
their help in all ihfir bufinefs, 
:ally they lurn'd to their luilchief. 
ft well, in them ii no divinity, 
with the rouft their fair colour doth fade ; 
h they have feet, on foot they cannot flee, ' 
sit their temple burn aboilt their head. 
a is neither friendfliip nor remead, 
i figures what favour can ye find ; 
nouth, and ears and eyes tho' they be made, 
-n may fee they are dumb, deaf, and blind. 
/beit they fall down flaiely on the floor, 
iiave no ilrength themlelves to raife again : 
h rats run over thein, they take no care : 
■it they break their necks they feel no pain, 
liould men pfalmi to them ling or fain, 
growing trees thai yearly beareth fruit, 
ore tti pratfe. I make it to ihee plain, 
-tilted flocks, wanting both crop and root. 
Edinburgh the great idolatry, 
anifeft abomination, 
ir feaft days all creatures may fee f 
war an eld Jtock image through the town, 
abern, trumpet, fhahn and clarion, 
have been uft'd many a year bygone, 
«efts-and friers into procelhon, 
nto Bell carried through Babylon, 
ik ye not fhame ye fecular priefls and friers, 
great fuperftition to confent ? 
rs ye have been many years, 
i againlt the Lord's coromandement. 
fore brethren, I tounli.1 you repent ; 
■o honour t" carved flocks or flone, 
nour give to God Omnipotent, ,, 
aife him ay, as wifely wiiteth John." 
m you friers that tiles for to preach, 
i advance forward idolatry : 
!o je not the ignorant people tcic\\, 
dead Lntge caived to a, ivee, 
F 
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As it were holy, fbauld pot hbnour'd be> 
Nor born on burgefs backs up and, down : 
But ye fhovv plainly your hypocrify, 
WTien ye pafs foremoft hi proceflion. 

Fy on you fofterers of Idolatry, * " 
That to* the dead ilocks do reverence, 
In prefence of the people publicly. 
-Fear ye not God to commit fuch offence ? 
I counfel you to do your diligence, 
To caufe opprefs fo great abufion : 
Do ye Hot fo, I dread your repentance 
Shall be nought elfe but clean confufion. 

Had faint Francis been borne out thro* the tow 
'Or faint Dominick, though ye had refufed 
With them ro have part Li proceflion, 
In that cafe fonie would you have excufed. 
Now men may fee how that ye have abufed 
That noble town through your hypocr ffy : 
The people think that they may right well ufe it. 
When ye pafs with them into Company. 
1 Some of you have been quiet counfellors, 
Provoking princes to fhed guiltlefs blood, 
Which never did your prudent predeceflors ; 
\ But ye like furtous pharifees denude 

Of charity, which rent Chrift on the rood, 
For Chrift's flock, without malice or ire, 
Converted fragile faultors, I conclude 
By God's own word, withoutten fword or fire 

Read ye not how Chrift hath given command 
If thy brother do ought thee to offend, 
Then fecretly correct him hand for hand 
In friendly manner, ere thou further wend, 
If he will not hear thee, then make it kend 
To oner or two by true narration • 
If he to them will not his mil's amend, 
Delate him to the congregation. 

And yet if he remain (till obftinate, 
And to the holy church incounfellable, 4 
Then like a Turk hold him excommunicate, 
And with all faithful folk abominable, 
Banifhing him that he be no more able 
To dwell among the faithful Compaq \ 



'.Of Christ's blood iu to their burning -ire, 
' Crucify i (o ye wiili an union 

Di. cry, caufe cart the faulter in the fire. 
Unmerciful members of the antiohrifr, 

Excelling your human tradition, 
1 Owirtre the inflitution uf Chriit. 

Fcir ye n<.t fur divine punition, 

Though fume of you be of good condition, 

I fu. jk to you all bufles of perdition t 
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the fierverfe prophets of Baal, 
Which did content to the idolatry 
| Of wicked Ahab king of Ifrael, 
.Wh.ilc nun.her were four hundred and fftj'j 
Whii.li r.uoured that idol openlv, 
Bur « lit. i KltM did prove their abufion, 
He cam' d the pttjilu flav ihem cimllyi 
So in one h iitr came their confulion. 

I pray you prim hi your renu wbYincc. 
How the rid t'lurs f.>r their id.litry, 
, In Scotland. England, Spain, Italy and Frar.ce, 
Upon one it.iy wire p'iriith'it ]>iir;i<ulSy. 
BeholJ limv your own bveth en now lately, 
In Duichland, England, Deuui-ib, and iSur*a 
Are trodden down with tlicii hypociil'y, 
And as the I'ntiw are vaiiiih'd quite aw <y. 

I marvel that our bilhopi .i.i„k no ih,.ine, 
To give your frui» fucli pre -eminence, 
To ule thiir olliue to iheir great i'et'.uiie, 
Preaching for them in open audience. 
But might a biOiop augmeit his own ex pence, 
Far each 1'erinon ten ducats in lii> hand : 
He would eie he did latkc that uw>m;iww, 
Go preach bint ft it both into burgh s.\\i \«vi. 
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I trufl to fee good reformation, 
When that we get a faithful prudent king 
Which knows the truth, and his vocation : . 
All publicans, I trufl, lie will down bring. 
And will not fuffer in his realm for reign 
Corrupted Icribes, nor falfe phariiience, 
Againfl the truth which plainly do malign : 
Till that king come we mutt take patience- 

Now farewel friends, becaufe I cannot flyte, 
Howheit I cc-uld,. ye muft have me excus'd, 
Tho* I againll idolatry indite, 
Or them defpire that will net yet refufe it, 
I pray to God that it be no more ufed 
Among ilie rulers of this region, 
Th.it common people be no more abufed, 
Bur give him glore that bare the thorny crown. 

Who tcacheth us by his divine feripfcure, 
To rijiht prayer the per feci ready way, 
As writteth MaKhew in his fixth chapter, 
In what manner, and to whom we fliould pray, 
A fhort compendious oration each day, 
Moil profitable both for body and foul : 
The which is not directed, I heard fay. 
To John, or James, to Peter or to Paul, 

Nor to none other of the apoftles twelve, 
Nor* to no fawn, ncr angel in the heaven ; 
But only to our Father God himfelf, 
"Which oration is contained full even, 
Mod profitable for us petitions feven, - 
Which we laick folk the Pater-nofrer call, 
Tho* we fay pfalms nine, ten or eleven, 
Cf all our prayers this is the principal. 

By*reafory-of the Maker that is made, 
Who was the Son of God our -fiviour ■ 

* 

And by reafon to whom it (houid be faid, 
To the Father of heaven our Crcnuir, 
Who dwelleth not in temple nor in tow'r; 
He clearly fees our thoughr, will, and intent : 
What needeth us at other feck fuccour, 
When- in all place his power is prcfent ? 

Ye princes of the priefts, ye tint fliould preach, 
Why fuffer ye Co great abuf.o/t ! 



Such pilgrimage hive made many a whore, 
Which, if 1 pleafed, plainly I might prove. 
Why make ye not the fcriptures nianifeft 
To poor people touching idolatry .' 
In your preaching why have ye not expreft 
How many kings of Ilrwl cruelly 
Were punUh'd by God lb rigorouDy > 
A* Jeroboam, and many mo, no doubt, 
■tor wor (hipping of carved imagery, ■• 
Were IV.om their realms rudely rooted out. 

Why thole ye under your dominion, 
A crafty pi left, or fained falfe hermke, 
Abufing the people of this region, 
Only for .heir particular profit < 
V 3 
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And 'fpecially that hermite Lawriet, 
He put the common people in believe, 
That blind got fight, and crooked got their feet, 
- The which the-paillard by no means can prieve. 
Ye married men that have trim wanton wives 
And lufly daughters of young and tender age, 
Wbofe honefty ye (hoidd love as your lives, 
Permit them not to pais in pilgrimage, 
To feek fupport of any flock image ; 
For I have known good women pafs from home, 
Which have been trapped with fuch lufts rage, 
Have returned both with great (In and (hame. 
Awake, for thine own glory fake, O Lord, 
And make an ha(ly reformation 
On them that do tramp down thy gracious word. 
And have a deadly indignation 
At them which make a true narration 
Of thy golptl, (bowing the verity : 
O Lord^ I make thee fupplicarion, 
Support our faith, or hope, and charity. 

How king Ninus built the great city of Ninevc 
how he vanquiihed Zoiafles king of Baclria. 

'T'HIS Ninns of Aflyria king, 

When he had made his conqueffirig, 

To build a city he him dreft, 

Chooling a place where he thought befr, 
. Where he had firft dominion, 

In Aflyria his own region ; 

Though Afliur, as the fcripture fays, 

Who came before king Ninus* days, 

He founded i hat famous city, 

The which was called Nineve, 

But as rehearfeth Diodore, _ 

. Ninus that city did decore, 

So marvellous triumphantly, 

As ye (hall hear immediately. 

Upon the flood of Euphrates, 

Which to behold great wonder was, 

An hundred and fifty flages,/ 

Thzt city nas of length I wis : 



tf the Monarchy. 
ie walls an hundred foot cf height, 
» wonder was though it was wight. 
ch breadth about the walls there was, 
iree carts might liddrmgs oil them pais : 
ur hundred I i ages, four (core and lour, 

ftow'rs about the walls I ween, 
thou fond and five hundred been, 
f height two hundred foot and mure, 
i wrhteth famous Dlotlure. 
be (cripfure'ixukeili mention, 
'hen God fer.t Jorm to that town, 
a fliow them-of his pimhlimei.t, 
hrcughout the city when he went, 
hree days journey to liim it wa>, 
he bible fays it was n.. left. 
!y fon, now have I flioivn to thee. 
If the building of Nineve, 



Then tie (hat great city had endi'i", 
I'oconquefs more yet he intended, 
SxA did depart from Ninive, 
ind raifed up a great army 
Jfthe flalwart men and Itoct, 
3f all the regions round about, 
!n great order took their journey 
Towards the realm of Batflrh, 
3f wight foot-men 1 nnderflai d t 
lehath feventeen hundred thouland, 
Without horie-men and warlike tarts, 
ffhom he ordered in fundry parts, 
-Vhieh to defcrive I am not able; 
Vhife number U incredible. 

Zorafles that noble king, 
Then Baftria had in governing : 
"hat prudent prince as I heard tell, 
)id in aftronomy precel \ 
ind found the art magia, . 
Pith natural fcience many ma, 
eeing king Nimii on the field, 
orward he came with fpear and fiAdft, 
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» ™ et 8 iv and in ft ood 
.»,t v»Vico«»y » n f w , army. 

',\.e van& uild i -,Mtt ruddy. 

'A * e ? Hand «*« '%2 • 
„ hundred ^j}»»" d we re un«U«» 

And tf"»» " rt . a \m «f bA 
that bciag GUl . • rC tuvo 

| , As Diodore ftata * 
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Of the wonderful deeds of Queen SemiramU. 

NINUS loved fo ardently 
SemiramU his fair lady : 
There was nothing fhe would have done, 
Bi;t all obeyed was full foon. 
She feeing him fo amorous, 
She grew proud and prefumptuom, 
And at the king fhe did defirc, 
Five days to govern his empire : 
And he of his benevolence 
Did grant her that pre-eminence, 
With fcepter, crown and rube royal, 
A^nd whole power imperial. 

Till five days were come and gone, 

That fhe as king might reign alone. 

Then all the princes of the land, 

Doting that time made her a band, 

Willi banquet royal inertly, 

She treated them triumphantly. 

So the fir ft day lite people all 

Came to her fervice, bound andlhral ; * 

Bnt ere the fecond day was gone, 

She took fuch glorc to reign alone, 

By a diet made them among, 

The king Die put in prifbn ftrong, 

lread well of his piifoning. 

But not of his delivering : 

However it was, int'i his flowY«, 

He did of death fuffer the fliow'rs, 

And might not length his life one lionr, 

Though he was the firft conqueror s 

Whole con que fling, for to conclude, 

Wis not without (hedding of blood . 
Now have you heard of Minus king, 

"Ow he began, and hi' ending, 

Ahhounh mine author Dicc'ore, 

Of him" hath written meikle more. 

Princes for wrongous conrjut fling, 

Do make oft-times an evil ending. 

Though he had Irjng prosperity, 

Heeadal with great nrifcry. 
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Of .King Ninus's fepukhre. 

THE queen a fepukhre had made, 
Where fhe king Ninus's body laid, 
Of curious crafty work and wight, 
The'which had Hades nine of bight, 

, And ten Hades of breadth it was, 
Diodore fays, it was no lefs : 
For eight Hades a mile thou take ; 
And thereafter thy meafure make : 
So by this count it was full right, 
A mile and eke a Hade of height : 
Except the tow'r of Babylon, 
So high a work, I read of none. 

Semiramjs his lufty queen, 
Confklering \yhat dar.ger been, 
To have a king of tender age, 
Which might not ufe his vaflalage, 
She took a curious corceit,. 
Thinking that (he fliould make debate, 
If any made rebellion 
Corftrare her ion and region, 
Whom fhe did fofkr tenderly, 
And keeped him full quietly. 
She laid apart her own cloathing, 
And took the raiment of a king, 
When Ihe was into armour dight, 
Might no man know her by a knight I 
She valliantly went to the M r ar, 
And to give battle tcok no fear, 
Daunting all realms round about, 
That all the world of her had doubt ; 
More fortunate in her conqueflrng 
Than was her hufband Ninus king, 

Babylon Hie did fortify, 
Tempks and tow'rs triumphantly, 
So pleafantly did them' prepare, 
Which in the eaith had no compare; 
How beit *Nimrod of whom I fpake, 
The hideous dungeon he cauo'd make, 

. And of the city the fundament. 
To whom God made inpedhnent f 



Tiere Ntmrod left, there flie Jjegan, 
nd put td work many a man ; ' 
fall realms round about, 
'f moll engine (he fought them out, 
1* had working with tree and (lones, 
welve hundred thoufand men at once. 
o read the book of Uiodore, 
nd thou (halt find the number more, 
>n every fide of Euphrates, 
hat noble city bolide d way, 
.nd fo that river of renown, 
Lan thro* the mid part of that town, 
)'er-thwart the flood the bridges made, 
>F marvellous ftrength both long and brade. 
They were five ilages large of length, 
3n every bridge (he made a ftrength, 
lhe circuit, as I laid before, 
Four hundred ftages and four-fcore. 
The walls height who would defer ive. 
Three hundred foot, three fcore and five : 
Six carts might pals right eafily, 
/We the walls of that city. 
Sidt longs without impediment 
Confider thep by your judgement, 
Ifthelc walls were high or nought, 
And alfo curioufly were wrought, 
Ai Diodore hath dune define, 
Which doth tranlcend my rude engine. 
Of Babylon the magnificence, 
To whom ye would give no credence, 
K 1 at length would put in write, 
Which Diodore hath done indite. 
Compare with cities I find none, 
To Nine ve and Babylon, 
Prom Nineve of Aflyria, 
To Babylon in Chaldea ; 
ly bridges pleaJant ye may pafs, 
Jpon theTflood of Euphrates, 
tmong the floods of paradife, 
This Euphrates may bear the prize: 
111 works which the qiteep began ; 
fraolcended the engine of man. 



a nuecn Pentbf^»» 
e proud q» c », na zona, 

au & hte - r iSto her *»'L fays : 
• setmram« » bo( *s fays 

*roi»R j^J* conqueror, 
Or Alexander - mo r, . 

S« wonderfol »»* Ub our, 

■i« were , t ° u r t o lb* »^° r ' 

And tedious ^ o ^ QpV a, 

W hat toe did * ( j^gdia, 

And in the. and of » ^ t0 „ s, 

Riding cwj^ «* ? kafu :: s * 

- Parks and g*r aei f t er name, 
For *e e^S ^ her farne, 

Great Ora«e., th £ rf b*»gj*. 
Twenty and five "^ a locb 

To her palaces J » cutU tliro « & h. 
Bv force of «co»W lUty , 

, Had (be keep^ J£ n an ^ />" fi> 
£» ^1* vXoSed bej empire, 
When toe *»* d °\C e t0 ok delirc . 
Ot Venus wotk B»e * M roa Vte, 

\oung g^emen^ .^e, 

The «' nlc ," ul ifi,nt "«'t ue * 
Ooe man »*°f J'UtUbte- 
To ftancb ber Uui ^ 1>ne . 

When «i« waS t Sr corrfe anon, 
She caused •»^ tbrt Und, 
The toft"* > n J l her command, 
C'a/ne qui*!/ al 



n they at length had lien her by, 
lew them all right cruelly, 
n her fon came to age perfire, 
m /he took great delight, 
aus'd him with her for to ly, 
ig the reft right quietly. 
: lay, with feiifual hifts rage, 
lound him into marriage, 
held him under tutory, 
phold her authority. 

Queen Semirarais with a great army paft to Indus, 
:l fought with the King Staurobates, And of her 
ferable end. 

?HKN ftie had long time liv'd in reft 
To conquefs more ihe her addreft 
lie of divers Ihe heard tell, 
that the Indus oiiental 

Jl'd in great commodities, • . . 

!ftial, corns, and fruitful trees : 
ind of fpices delicious, 
, (ilver, and Hones precious : 
bow that plentious land did bear 
, fruit, and wine twice in the year, 
elephants innumerable, 
ttle wond'rous terrible: 
■earing this, and mikle more, 
ving to augment her glore, 
d make than proclamations, 
and fundry nations, 
ing how it was her defire, 
■inces under her empire, 
;vpt, and Arabia, 
rfe, and Mede, and Chaldea, 
ecce, in Cal'pia, and Hircane, 
ppadoce, Lydc, and Mauritane, 
niciiie,^nd Phrygia, 
nphilia, and Aflyria, 
each lund after their degree, 
d biiiig to her a greai ■itmy, 

g r 



rr^ 



74. 7 he fecond Book 

In all the goodly hafte they may, 

And meet her into Baetria. 

Declaring them that her in ten c 

Was to pals to the orient. 

And make war with the king of Jnd, 

From time they knew what was her mind, 

Then by themfelves each region 

Came forward with their gar rifon, • 

Triumphantly in good array-: 

To Bactria took the ready way, 

And made their mutters to the queen : 

But ftich a fight was nevtr feen, 

In battle- ray fo many a man 

At once, fince Gud the world began ; - 

But Spanzie, . France, Scotland, England, 

Dutchland, Denmark, nor. yet Ireland, 

Were not inhabit in thole days, 

Nor long after, my author fays. 

Ctefias he doth fpecify 
The number of this great army : 
Saying, their came at her command, 
Foot- men thirty hundred thoufand : 
Of horfe-men mounted galliardly, 
Five hundred thoufand verily. 
An hundred thoufand camels wight, 
On every camel rod a knight. 
Prepar'd to pals into all parts. 
There was an hundred thoufand carts, 
Two thoufand boats with her {he carries 
% On horfe, camel or dromedaries, 
Bridges to make fhe did conclude,. 
O'er thwart Indus that furious -flood, 
Which been of Ind the utmott border, 
On the which flood with right good order. 
Of her barges (he bridges made, 
Whereon her great hoil fafely rade. 

C Father, I would men under flood, 
H.iw fuch a mighty numerous croud 
Might be at once brought to the field, 
Ready to fight with fpear and fliield. 
Some men u ill judge this been a fable, 
The muter been fo taitruable. 
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E. It may well be, my fon, faid he, 
Vs by example we may fee, 
■low David king of Ifrael, 
rlls people ctiufcd number all, 
By Joab his chief captain, 
4s holy fcripture fhewetlr plaiir: 
Of fighting men into that land, 
fie found thirteen hundred thoutand, 
Sith David in that fmall country, 
Might have raifed fuch an army, 
To this lady it was no wontler, 
rhe which had greater realms her under 
rhan David's little region 
IW flie had many a legion 
Of men, more than I told before, 
Therefore my fon, marvel no more. . , 

When S.aurobates king of lnde, 
greatly perturbed in his mind : 
Hearing of fuch a multitude. 
To make defence he did conclude, , 
W fent a meflage to jhe queen,* 
laying her majefty ferene, 
jftttt (he would of her fpecial grace, 
•rive him licence to live in peace : 
filing of that, though he fliould die, 
£hat he fhould make her fight or flee : 
*nd to his God a vow he made, 
f no peace might of her .be had, 
^nd if he wan the victory, 
* hat he the queen would crucify. 
»t his boafting the queen made bourds, 
laying, it fhall be no word* 
'hall make, me pafs from my purpofe, 
Virhout great ftrokes. As 1 fuppofe, 
'he meueiiger fhew'd to the king, 
)f her prefiimptucus anfwering. 
'hen Staurobates wife and wight, 
ame forward like a noble knight> 
fith many a thoufand fpear and fhield, 
rayed royal on the field, i 

hinking he would his life defend, . 

r in the battle make an end. 

G a 
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The queen upon the, other fide, 
Full of prefumption,and -pride ; 
Her banners pleafantly difplay'd, 
With hardy heart and unafraid,, 
Upon Indus that famous flood 
They met, where fhed was meikle blood. 
In boars, balingers and barges, 
The two armies on other charges : 
Scmiramis the battle wan; 
Where drown'd and (Iain were many a man. 
So that the waier of the flood 
Ran red mixed with mens blood, 
The king of Ind with all his might, 
From Indus flood lie took the flight, 
To his chief city he rttir'd, 
Where in his prefence there appear'd, 
In battle-ray a new army 
Of right invincible chevalry, 
With elephants an hideous number, 
Which afterward made nieikle cumber* 
* Semiramis and her company, 
In the mean time right cruelly, 
DeflroyM the borders of thai land, 
Took prifoners more than ten thoufand. 
She took a couragious conceit, 
Great elephants to counterfeit: 
She had fen thoufand oxen hides, 
Well few'd together, back ar.d Tides, 
With mouth, and nofe, teeth, ears and een, 
Q, ick elephants as they had been, 
lli^ht well fluffed with itraw and hay, 
Whereof the Indians took a fray : 
Upon camels and dromedaries, 
Thefefalie figures with her Hie carries. 
The Indians when they law that fight, 
Afraidly they took the flight . 
For fuch a fioht was never feen. 
If naturaLbeafls tliey hnd been. 
Tha king himfclf was light aftared, 
Till he the verity had fpearcd, 
An) knew by his exploratory, 
They were but feigned falie figures* 
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ticn manfully like men of wear, 
>rward they came withoutten fear, 
gfat fo Semiramis the queen, 
hich for one man was ay fifteen, 
hefe two armies full cruelly, 
hey rufh'd together fo rudely, 
ith hideous cry, and trumpets found, 
ilithoufands lay dead on the ground, 
miramis had fuch a number, 
3 order them it was great cumber, 
hen the great elephants of Inde, » 
ght ftrong and hardy of their kind, 
>rward they came and would not ceafe, > 
ill through the midfl of the prefs 
f that great hoft they rudely rufh'cj. 
heir men and horfe to earth they dufli'd, 
hefe feigned beads withoutten fp'rit, 
r ere fruflit and foiled under feet, 
hus king of Inde with courage keen, 
et with Semiramis the queen 
e riding on an elephant : 
at /he with him fought hand for hand/, 
nd gave the king fo great efFay, 
hat he was ne'er in fuch a fray, 
o ftrike at him (he took no fear, 
» well (he ufed was in wear. 
is ftrokes (he had but little counted, 
'ere't not the king was {o well mounted, . 
ther at other ftrake fo faft 
ill they were tired at the laft. 
he king he thought himfelf afhamed, 
1th a woman to be defamed, 
id was determined not to flie, 
tough in that battle he fhoujd die. 
one which had defpaired been, 
; rudely ran upon the queen, 
id through the arm gave her a wound, . 
hicb to her heart gave fuch a (found, 
lat flie conftrained was to fly ; 

len all the red of her army, / * 

hen they perceiv'd that fhe was gone, 1 

> Indus food they fled each one. 
..;-'.■• •■ G a ■* "*T» 
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The queen o'erthwart the flood (he rade, 

On bridges which vveie cf boats made, 

With her a fober compmy, 

Which with her fled afraid 1-y, 

The Indians followed on the chafe, 

Then To the bridges came fuch prefs 

Of fleeing folks, which was great wonder, 

So that the bridges brake in Hinder. 

Some funk, ibme down the river ran, 

Then drown'd was many a noble man, 

Which was great pity to dejloie, 

As writteth famous Diodore. 

And finally, for to conclude, 

Was never fhed fo meikle blood, 

At one time iince the world began, 

Nor flain fo many guiltlefs man, 

And all through the occalion, 

And the prideful perfuafion 

Of this ambitious wicked queen, , 

Such one was never heard nor feen. 

Staurobates the king of Inde, 

Greatly rejoiced in his mind, 

Of this triumph and victory : 

Semiramis with heart full forry, 

Seeing fo many ta'en and flain, 

Lamenting fortunes variance, 

Which brought her to fo great mifthance, 

Before which was [o fortunate, 

And then of comfort def< late. 

Her fon a man cf perfection, 
Confidering his fiibjeclion, y . 
His liberty he did deiire, 
7 hat he might govern his empire j 
Seeing his mother vicious, 
And with that fo ambitious : 
As mine author doth fpecify, 
He flew his mother cruelly : 
What other canfe or intention 
I find no fpecial mention. 
Some fays, to be at liberty ; 
Some fays, far her adultery : 
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None other caufe I can define, 
Except piinitton divine. 
Of tliis fair lady couragiolfj 
Behold the ending dolourous ; 
Who was but twenty years of age, 
When (he began her vafTalage : 
And teign'd triumphantly but wear, 
The Ipaee of forty and two year. 
When (he was flain, (he was tlvreeCcore, 
With years two, (he wai no more, 
As Oiodore writes in his bock , 
[His chronicles who lilts to Ic.ok. 
I Of this lady I make an end : 
Thinking no way 1 can commend 
I Women to be man-like, 
' !ior men ft,r to be woman like. 

For why ? 'tis been the Lord's mtm'. 

All creatures to ufe in rl;eir kiiH. 

Men for to- have pre- eminence. 

And women under obedience ; 

Though all women inclined bs 

To have the fovereig'ity, 

As this lady, who Wi u!d not red 

Till flie her liufbar.d h&d fuppiell : 

To thai intent that (he might reign 

Alone to have the governing, 
'Ladies no ways 1 can commend, 

Prefiimptuouuy 'which do pretend 

To ufe the office of a Urg, 

Oveahns take in governing, 

Howbeit they valient be and wight, 

Gulag in battle like a knight, 

As did proud Pent he alia, 

The princels of Amszr.na, 

.In mens habit againil reaibn, 

Like »ile I think derilion, * 

A prince to be effeminate, 

Of knightly courage deiblate, 

Reelecting his authority, 

Through beaftly fenfuality, 

Accompanied both days and nights, 

With women mare than valiant knights, 
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i 

Such kings I difcommend at all, 
Example of Sardanapal. 

Cm Father, faid I, (how me how Jang 
The fucceffion of Ninus rang ? 

E. That (hall I do with diligence, 
My fon, faid he ere we go hence : 
Since I have (hown at thy defire, 
What man began the firft empire. 
Now would I it were to thee kend, 
Of that empire, the fatal end. 

How King Sardanapalus for his vicious life, mat 

mifcrable end. 

BEtween the conqueror Ninus 
And fenfual Sardanapalus, 
1 can find no fpecial ftory, 
Worthy topur in memory. 
Except which I have done defcrive, 
Of Semiramis, king Ninus' wife, 
But I can find no good at all 
To wrire of king Sardanapal. 
Which was the fix and thirty king 
By line from Ninus defcending ; 
At length his life for to declare, 
1 think it is not neceflar, 
Becaufe that many cunning clerks, 
Have done defcribe it in their works, 
How he was laft of Affyrians, 
Which had the whole pre-eminence, 
The time of the firft monarchy, 
In chronicles as thou may'ft fee : 
The laft and the moft vicious king 
Which in that monarchy did reign, 
That prince was fo effeminate 
With fenfual luft intoxicate \ 
He did abhor the company 
Of his mofl noble chivalry, 
That he might have the more delight 
To ufe his "beaftly apetite : 
Conversed with women night and day ; 
And clothed him in their aray ; 
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■o that no man that had him Teen, 
'ouW judge a man that he had been: 
'•a he in whoredom and harlotry 
)id keep himfelf lo quietly, 
"he princes of AlTyrians 
)f him they -could get no prefence ; 
"hui lived he continually, 
Igainlt nature To inordinately. 
Vhen to the Perfe and to the Medes, 
ieported was fuch vicious deeds, 
Vith the rulers of Babylon, 
rhey did conclude all into one, 
They would not lufftrr fur lo reign 
Ibove them fuch a vicious king. 
tot ArbacRS a duke of Mede, 
ie derfly took in hand that deed, ' 
Ind firir. he came to Niceve 
To fee (he king his majetly : 
Ind to one of the king's guard, 
le gave a fecret rich reward. 
To put him in a quiet place, 
Vhere he might fte the king his grace, 
Ind be tmfeen of any wighr, 
tot he faw neither king nor knight 
nto his majeily's company, 
Except women allanerly, 
lad as a woman he was clad ; 
Vith women counted and led ! 
Ind lhamefully he was futing 
Vith fpindle and with rr;ck fpinning. 
Vhen Ar!>aces that light had (an, 
lis courage rofe up from i!ie 1'i-Ict".', 
ind thought it final 1 difficulty, 
or to deprive his uinjclry, 
'hen railed he ihe l'i.-rfiaii=, 
fith Medesand Babyloniar*,' 
inarmed w<ll witli fpe:ir an.) lliieM, 
'liumi'hantly they t'n.k the- tick 1 . 
The king railed the Alfyii.in's, 
'ogtlhtr Willi the Chaldeans | 
.nd they icfilted ai they niigt,f ; 
iut finjJ// lie took the ll' : >ki~ 
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To fave himfelf in Nineve : 

Then (ieged they that great city, 

Continually twelve years and more, 

As writtcth famous Diodore, 

Till that the flood of Euphrates 

Arofe wi:h fuch a furioufncfs, 

Where through the mod part of that town, * 

By violence was beaten down. 

Then when the king found no remead, 

But to be taken, or to be dead, 

As men defpaired full of ire, 

Caus'd make a furious flaming fire, 

And took his gold and jewels all, 

With fcepter, crown, and robe royal, 

With all his tender fervitours, 

That of his corps had greateft cures, 

Together with his lufty queens, 

And all his wanton concubines, 

And in that fire he did them caft, 

Then lap himfelf in at the laft, 

Where all were burnt in powder fmall, 

Thus ended king Sardanapal, 

Without any repentance, 

As may be feen by this fern ence 

Here following, which he did endite 

Before his death in great defpite, 

Which is a right ungodly thing, 

As ye may fee by his diting. 

Epitaphium Sardanapali* 

4 Cum te mortalem noris, prefentibus ex pie 
* Deliciis animum, pott mortem nulla voluptas, 
•■ Et vencre, et ccenis, et plumis Sardanapali. 

Now have I fhown with diligence,. 
The monarchy cf the AfTyrians, 
The which at king Ninu<. began, 
And ended at this wicked man ; 
And did endure witboutteti wear, 
A thoufand two hiindred and forty year, 
As doth endite Eufebius ; 
Head him, and thou (halt find it t\\v» % 
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THE 

THIRD BOOK. 

Of the miferable definition of the five cities called So* 
dom, Gomorrah, Seboim,..Segor, and Adama, with 
their whole regions. 

FATHER., I pray you to me tell. 
What noble thing that befel, 
During the reign of AfTyrians, 
Which had fo long pre-eminence, 
I mean of other nations, 
Under their dominations ? 

£• That muft be done in terms fliorr, 
Said he, as ftories do report, 
•Koduring the firft moriarchy, 
Became that woful mifery 
Of Sodom, Gomorrah, and their region, 
At (cripture doth make mention. 
Whofe people were fo fenfual 
In filthy fin unnatural, 
* , he which into this vulgar verfe, 
Jty pen abhoreth to rehearfe : 
-Like brutal beafh out of their minds, 
Unnaturally abus'd their kinds, 
r fiy filthy ltinking lechery, 
And raoft abominable fodomy, 
*As holy fcriptures do defcrive. 
*n that country were cities five, 
\Rfhich were Sodom a and Gomorrah, 
Scboim, JSegor and Adama : 
Among them all found there was none 
iJndefiled, but Lot alone. 
Kow Abram dwelt near-hand by, 
AVhich prayed for Lot effectually ; 
Yor God made him advertifemei t, 
That he would make fucli pumS.nunt \ 
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To Lot two angels God did fend, 
Him from that fury to defend. 
When the people of that region 
Saw the angels come to the town, 

• Transformed into fair young men, 
They purpofed them for to ken, 
And abufe them unnaturally, 
With their foul ftinking fodomy. 
OJ that thing Lot was wonder wo, 
And offered them hfs daughters two, 
Them at their pleafure for to ufe ; 
But they his daughters did refufe.^ 
And then the angels with trieir might, 
Thefe men deprived of their fight, 
And fo perforce left them alone. 

From Lot's lodging when they were gone, 
They him commanded haftily, 

* For to depart from that city : 
That foul unnatural lechery, 

A vengeance from the heaven did cry, 
The which did move God to fucb ire. 
That from the heaven brimfrone and fire, 
With awful thundring rained down, 
And did confume that whole region. 
Of all that laud efcap'd no more, 
Except Lot and his daughters two. 
His wife was turned into a (lone, 
So wifelefs was he left alone, 
For fhe was innobedierit, 
And kept not the com in an dement, 
When the angels gave them command* 
Soon to depart out of that land, 
They charged them under great pain, 
.Never to Jonk backward again. 
When Lot's wife heard the thundering 
Of fhmirg fire and lightening, 
The woful cries lamentable 
Of people moft cpou van table : 
For none of th;^7> had force to flee 
She yed! : *c! that 'orrowful f ght to ice ; 
And as fuc .u '>xd h^r anon, 
She was infftsfoi-.iieii in a none, 
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Where fhe reniameth to tliis day : 

Of her I have no more to fay. 

To fliow at length I am not able, 

That piteous procefs lamentable. 

How cities, cafiles, towns and towVs, 

Villages, baflaliyes and bow'rs, 

They were all into pow der driven : 

ForreftS by the roots up riven : 

Tbtir. king, their qneen, their people all : 

Young and old brunt into powder fmall. 

No creature was left alive. 

Fowls, beads, maa nor wife.' 

The earth, the corn, herbs, fruits and trees, 

The children on the nurfes knees. 

Bight fuddenly in an inftant 

Unwarily came that judgement, 

As it was in the time of Noah 

Wben God did all the world deftroy, 

And for the felf fin of fudomy, 

Arid mod abominable bougery, 

That vice at length lor to declare, 

1 think it tiow net neceflar. 

When all was burnt, fled), blood and hones, 

The hills, valleys, (locks and Hones, 

The' country fank, for to conclude, 

Where now there (lands an ugly fiood, 

llie which it called the dead lea, 

Mem to the country <,f [udte, 

Whufe ftinking ftrands black as tar, 

The flewr of it men feels on far. 

Into Orantius thou mayeft read 

Of that country the length and breed, 

Of length fifty miles and two, 

And fourteen miles cf breadth lift*. 

Lot cf his 'wife was fo ag.ift, 

That to a mountain wild he part, 

Of company he had no mo, 

Except his lufly daughters two i 

And by their provocation, 

As Metes makes narration, 

Alone into that mountain wild, 

Hii hugbttrs two be got with child. 
H 
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For they believed in their thought, 
That all the world was gone to nought, 
As it became that nation ; 
Thinking that generation 
"Would fail, except they craftily 
Caus'd their father with them to ly ; 
And fo they found a crafty wile, 
How they their father might beguile, 
And caufed him to drink wight wine, 
Which men to lechery doth irfcline ; 
When he was full and fallen on fleep, 
His daughters quietly did creep, 
Into his bed full fecretly, / 

Provoking hiim with them to ly : 
He knew not Itfw he was begmTd, 
Till both his daughters were with child, 
And bare two fons in certain, 
They being in 'that wild mountain, 
Of whom two nations did proceed, ' 
As in the fcripture thou may 'ft read : 
In the fcripture thou may 'ft fee 
At length this woefull mifery. 
This mifery became but wear, 
From Noah's flood three hundred year, 
Together with fourfcore and eleven,^, 
As counteth Carion full even. 
And after Noah's death I guefs, 
One and forty years there was : 
When Abraham was of age I weea 
Fourfcore of years and nineteen, 
Then this foul fin of fodomy 
Was punifhed fo rigoroufly, 
Great God preferve us in our time, 
That we commit not luch a crime, 
Tedious it were far rne to tell 
This monarchy during what befel. 
And wonders that on earth were wrought, 
Which to my purppfe longctli nought : 
As how the people of Ifrael, 
> Did long time into Egyp;. dwell, 
And of their great punition, 
Through Pharaoh's pcrfecution : 
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flnrt how Moles diif thetrl convny 
Through the Red lea with meikle jhy : 
Where king Pharauh mnli miferably 
Was drown'J with his huge army -• 
And how that people waiiii'iing ws', 
, Forty j'ears in the wilderncls. 
Moles that time, as I heard fay, 
Received the law uri mount Sinai. 
Thai time"J<i(hua through Jordan 
Led the people to Canaan, 
Where Saul, David and Solomon,. 
With Hebrew kings many a one, 
Did richly rei^n in that country, *• 
Enduring thistirlr monarchy. 
The fiege cf Thebes miferable, 
Where -blood was (hed in com [.arable, 
0/ noble- men into thofe days, 
With other terrible affrays. 
Aj how the Greeks wrought vengeance 
Upon the noble Trojans, 
Bccfufe that Paris did convoy, 
Perforce fair Helena to Troy. 
Winch was king Menelaus* wife. 
Where many a thoofand loft their fife. 
That time the valiant Hercules, 
ThTQiighnut the world, did him addreft, 
Where he did many a doughty deed, 
A* in his (lory thou may'lt read"; , 
And how through Deiamira hi* wife, 
This champion .did Me his life, 
hi flaming fire full furiouflv, 
The death he filtered ciuelly, 
That time Romus and Romulus 
Did found that city moft.flmous 
Of Rome (landing in Italy, 
As in the ftory thou mayft fcr, 
Would thou read Titus Livius, ' 
Thou wouldft find works wonderous, 
Whofe worthy deeds are well ker.d, 
And (hall be to the world's end : 
Though they began with cruc\tv, 
And ended with great niifery,' 
H a 
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Vulcan and Alexander compare 
To thunder or fire- flight in the air : fc 

A cruel planet, a mortal wierd, 
Down thringing people with his fword, 
Ganges that moff. famous flood, 
He mixed with the Indians blood, 
-And Euphrates wiih the blood of Pe»fe ; 
Whofe cruelty for to rehearfe, 
And guiltlefs blood which he did fhed, 
Were right abominable to be read* 
.After his fhort profperity, 
He died with great mifery. 
It were too long for to be decided, • 
How all their realms were divided, 
All while that Cefar Julius. 
s When he had van qui (KM. Pompeius, 
, Was chofen emperor and king, 
Above the Romans for to reign. 
That potent prince was the nrfr man, 
Which the fourth monarchy began, 
An3 had the whole dominion ' 
Of every land and region : 
Whofe fuccefTors did reign but weer, 
Over the world many hundred year ; 
But gentle Julius, alace ! 
Reign'd emperor but little fpace, 
Which I think pity to deplore, * , 

In five months, and little more: 
By falfe exorbitant treafon, 
That prudent prince was troden down, 
And murdered in the counfel-houfe, 
By cruel Brutus and CafTrus. 
After that Julius was flain, 
Did reign the great Oclavian, * 

Of emperors one of the belt ; 
During his time was peace and reft, 
Over ?li the world in each region, 
A*? ftorics do make mention : , 
And eke \ make it to thee plain, ... .. 

During the time of Oclavian, 

The Son of .God our Lord Jefu, -^ 

Took mankind of the virgin true, 
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And was thai lime in Bethlem born. 

To fave mankind that was forlorn. 

As fcripturc makes narration, 

Of his blell incarnation. 

Now have I told thee, as I can, 

How the fourth monarchy began : 

Dot in thy mind thou may'it consider, 

liow worldly powers have been but flidder : 

For all their great empires are gone : 

Tlioii feed there i3 no prince alone, 

Which hath the whole dominion, 
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C. Father what realon had thefe kings, 
Robbers to be of others reigns, 
But any riglir andjufl quarrel, 
Where through th.it ihey might make battel. 
And common people to down thring .' 
To this laid I, make anlwering. 

E. My fon, faid he, that fhsll be done. 
As I lielt can, and that, right loon j 
Thefe monarchies, I undcritand, 
Preordinate were by command 
Of God thcSalvator of all, 
For to downrhring, and to make thral 
Undaunted people vich.us, 
And eke for to be gracious, 
To them which virtuous u ere and good, 
As Daniel hath done conclude 
At length into his prophecies, 
How there flia.ll he four monarchies : 
His fecond chapter thou may'it fee. 
How after the firfl monarchy, 
When Nehucbadonozor king. 
An image law in his ileeping. 
With auitere look both high and bread, 
And of pure fine gold was his head, 
His brcaft and arms of iilver bright, 
His womb of copper hard and wight, 
His loins and limbs of iron right Itrcng, 
Ilia feet of clay, iron mixt among. 
From the mountain there came alone, 
Wiibeui mens hands, a lull great l\one, 
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Which on that figure's feet did fall, . 
And ilang all down in powder final)* 
Of thcfe interpretation, 
Dolors do make narration ; 
The head of gold doth hgnify, 
Firft, the AflTyrian monarchy. 
The filver ^reaft ihey do apply, ( 
To Per fians which rang fecondly : ., 

The womb of copper, or of brafs, 
Thirdly, to Greeks prepared was. 
His loins and limbs of iron and itcel, 
Clerks have them compared well, 
The Romans through their diligence, 
To have the fourth pre-ejnmence 
Above each other n.uion, 
By this interpretation, 
The mixed feet with iron' and clay, 
Did iignify the latter day, 
When that the wo; Id flia.il be divided* 
As afterwards .fhall be decided. 
So Chrift isjignify'd the ftone, 
Whofe monarchy (ball ne'er be gone :. 
For under his dominion, 
All princes ihall be trodden down. 
When that great God omnipotent, 
Comes to h:s general judgment, 
His monarchy (hall then be known, 
And after ihall be to thee fhown. 
And as the fcripturts (hall thee tell, . 
How in the eight of Danitl, 
He law into his vifion, 
By a plain expoihion, 

How tfciat the Greeks fhould work vengeance 
Upon the Metlcs and Periians, " 
Compaiing the Greeks unto a goat^ 
With an horn fieri e, furious and hot, * 
Which killeoNrtbe rgms with" horns two, „ 
Compar'd the Perfe and Mede alio, 
And lb by Daniel's prophecies, 
A)} their great mighty monarchies, 
/The which all other rea\\u* tuv^riv&i 
*v^lic great God they were <teV\fe&*» 
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As he cS Titus the Roman, ( 

Son and heir to Vfcfp-ilian, 

Alade him a furious iiiftrumer.t 

To put the Jews to great torment ; 

Which I fuppofe, ere I hence fare, . " 

Shortly that procef3 to declare. 

Of the mod miferable and terrible deftru&ion of Je- 

rufalem. 

T^ATHER faid I, declare to me, 

Enduring the fourth monarchy, 
*he mofl infortune that be fc 1 ? 

E. My fon, faid he, that fhall I tell, 
* h« moil and manifest mifery 
became upon that great city, 
Jernfalcm, when it was fuppreft, 
^s (lories do make manifeft : 
But as the fcripture doth devife, 
tcrufalem was deftroyed twice : 
^irft, for their great idolatry, 
^Vhich they committed in Jewry ; 
the honour ought *o God alone, 
rhey gave to figures of fleck or ftone : 
before Ckrift's incarnation 
-ame this firft defolation, 
*ive hundred years fourfcore and ten, 
n chronicles as thou may'fl ken, 
iow tyebuchadonozor king, 
fnat famous city did down thi ing : 
Hieir king with people many one 
irought them all bound to Babylon, 
yhere they remained prifoners,. 
rhe fpace of threefcore and ten years, 
bd that fir/1: defolation 
Was called, the' tranfmigration. 
Vas no man left into their land, 
hit poor folk labouring with their hands, 
jll mighty Cyrus king of Perfe, j 

b Daniel hath /done rehearfe, 
Vas moved by God for to re (lore 
"be Jews where they dwelled btfore. <sx 



J 
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If I neglect I were to blame, 
The laft liege of Jerufalem, 
Whofe ruin was molt miferable, 
And for to tell right ten ible ; 
Was never in earth, city, nor town, 
Got fuch extreme deftruclion. 
The towns of Tyre, Thebf nor Troy 
They never fuffer'd half fnch noy. 
The emperor Vefpafian, 
He dicKdevife that fiege-certain, 
There, was the prophefy cornj lea*, v * 
Which Chrift fpake on mou*-j olivet, 
When he Jerufalem beheld, 
'I he tears from his eyes diilill" 
Seeing by divine pre faience, 
The great deflruclion and vengea „e # 
Which was to come on that city, 
His heart was pierced with pity, 
Saying Jerufalem, if thou' knew 
The great ruin, fore ihou would'fl rue; . 
For ought that I can to ihee fhow : 
The verity thou wilt not know s 
Not haft in confideration. 
Thine holy vifitation :. 
Thy people/ w ill # no way confider, • 
Whom gathered I would haye together 
As wandring fheep are without herds, 
Or as the hen gathereth her birds 
Under her swings right tenderly, 
Which they refufed defpitefully : 
Wherefore fhall come that dreadful day, 
Tha$. na remedy make you may, 
Thy dnngeons fhall be dung afunder. 
So all the world [hall at thee wonder, 
Thy temple^now mbft triumpant, 
Shall be trode tfown under the land, 
And ai he (aid, fo it befel, 
As hereafter I fhall thee tell. 

C. Shew me, fa id I, wiih circum fiance^ 
Thefpccial*caufc of that mifchance ? 
_ -£*. Said he, A* fcrvptute doih conclude^. 
bedding of the gilUtlefs bWod 
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^f prophets, which God to them fent ; 

Ind eke becaufe that they 'milkeiit 

cfus the fon of God fovereign, 

Vhe.n he among them did remain : 

% or all the miracles that he fhew, , 

Jalicioufjy they him mifknew \S 

though by his great power divine, 

r'he water clear he turn'd to wine ; 

^nd by the felf-fame power and might, 

Vo the \>lind born he gave the fight % 

Ind gave the crooked men their feet, 

Ind made the lepers whole compLat,' 

*ie healed all, and rais'd the dead, 

i et held they him at mortal feed, 

lecaui'e lie fhpw'd the verity, 

Hiey did conclude that he mould die, 

Flie bifhops princes of the priefts, 

rhey grew lb bolden in their breafh, 

rhe fcribes and doclors of the law, 

)f God nor man they flood no awe 

)n Chrift Jefus to work vengeance, , 

liglrt fo the falfe Pharifians, 

i feci of feigned religion, 

)evifcd his conftifion, 

Ind lent their fervants at the lad, 

knd with ftrong cords they bound him fall : 

riien fcourg^d. him both back and CAe, 

That none for blood might fee his hide : 

["here was. not left a penny broad, 

Jnwoundcd from his feet to head, 

n manner of deri (ion, 

rhey plate to him a cruel crown 

)f pricking thorns fharp and long, 

Which on his heav'nly head they throng 

flien caus'd him, for the greater luck, 

Bear his own gallows on his back. 

ro the vile place of Calvary, 

iVhere many a thoufand men might fee ; 

That innocent they took perforce, 

fcnd plate him backward to the crofs ; 

rhrough-fcet and hands great nails ihe/y \\wx\ft, 

rill blood abundantly out bur 11 j 
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Without grudging clamor or cry. 
That pain he differed patiently : 
And for augmenting of his grieves, 
They hanged him between two thieves ; 
Where men might fee the bloody ftrands, 
Which fprang forth from his feet and hands ** 
From thorns thru(ted*>n his head, 
Kan down bullering ftreams red : 
In the prefence of many a man, 
.That blood royal on rocks ran. 
Shortly to fay, that heavenly king 
In extreme dolor there did hing, 
Till he faid confummatum* e/i ', 
With a loud cry he gave the ghaitt. 
When he was dead, they took a dart, 
And pierced that king through the heart, „ 
From whom there came water and blood : 
The earth then trembled, to conclude, 
I^aebus did hide his beams btight, 
That through the world there was no light, 
The great vale of the temple rave, 
The dead men rofe out of their grave, 
And in the city d«d appear. 
As in the fcripture thou may'll hear : 
Then Jofeph of Arimathie. 
Did bury him right honeftly, 
But yet he rofe full glorioufly, 
On the third day triumphantly ; • 
With his diftiples in certain, 
Forty days he did remain, 
After to heaven he afcended. 
The Jews nothing their life amended, 
Nor gave no credit to his faws, 
As at more length the (lory (haws : 
But cruelly they did opprefs 
All men that Chriii's name did profefs, 
And perfecuted many one : 
They prifoned both Peter and John, 
And Stephen thoy (toned to the dead, 
From James the iefs they (truck the head ? 
Tb'n was the caufe, in conclufion, 
Oftjcir cri.c] c>nfjfio:u 



The prudent Jew Jo le phut lays, 
That he was prefent in thofe days : 
And in his book make* mention, 
How after thrill's attention, 
The fpace of two and forty years, 
Began thefe-cruel mortal wears, 
The fecnnd year of Vefpatian, 
When many taken were' and flain. 
Jofephus plainly doth conclude, 
Was never i'een fuch a multitude 
Before that time in to the town. 
Which came for their confufign, 
Where great infonune fo hefel, 
To all the princes of Ifrael. 
Conveen'd againit the time of Patch, 
But to return they had no grace. 
The bold Romans with their chieftan, 
Titus the ion of y*efpalian, 
Their army over Judea fpread : 
Then all men to the city fled. 
Believing there to get reliefs 
But all that turn'd to their mifchief : 
The Romans leaped ttiem about 
That by no way they might win out, 
Six months did that fiege endure. 
Where loft were many creature, 
Which there in mifery did remain, 
Till they were all Kikcn and flain. 
During the time of this alfail, 
Their meat and drink, and all did fail ; 
For there was Juch a multitude, 
That ihoofands died for want of food. 
Necefiicy caus*d them eat perforce. 
Dog, cat, and ration, afs, and horfe t 
Rich men behuv'd to eat their gold, 
Then died for hunger manifold. 
Such hunger was without remcad, 
The quick beh'Vd to eat the dead, 
The h'lth of pri/ies many eat, 
To length their lives, they thought it fweet, 
The famous kclies of the town, 
For buie of food tiny fell in fwoon, 
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-When they might get no other meat, , 
They kuTd their proper bairns to eat : 
But all for nought, defpitefully 
Their own foldiers full greedily, 
Reft them that fleii moil miferable, 
And they with mourning lamentable 
For extreme huYiger yield the fp'rit. 
There was the prophefy compteat, 
As Chrift before made narration. 
The day of his grim paflion, 
When that Che hdies for him mourned, 
Full pitioufly to them he turn'd, 
And (aid, Daughters, mourn not .for me, 
Mourn for your own poflerity ; 
Within fliort time (hall come that day, 
That men of this city fliali fay, 
When they are trapped in a (hare : 
Bleft be the womb that n£ver bare. 
The barren pap: then fliali they blefs, 
That doleful day thou (halt not mifs. 
This prophecy it came to pafs, 
That they cry many loud, alace ! 
Such forrbwful lamentation 
Was never heard, ia that nation^ * 

Seeing the lufty ladies fweet, 
Dying for hunger in the flreet.: 
Their hufbands, nor their children, 
Might give to them no comforting, 
Nor yet relieve them of their harms ; 
But cither dying in others arms, 
After this woful indigenee, 
Among them rofe fuch peftilence, 
Wherein there died many a hunder, 
. Which to declare it were great wonder. 
And for final conclufion, • 
Thefe warlike walls they did ding down,^ 
Prince Titus with his chivalry, 
With trumpets founding triumphantly, 
He entered in that great city, 
But to deplore I think pity, 
The painful clamour horrible, 
Of wounded folk mod mifeiabie. 



That time' might make them no fbpply. 
That day they Hoi" folly repented 
That to the death of CUrifl contented i 
Though it wat our Pal vat ion. 
It wa» to their damnation. 
The vengca'nce for the blood gniltltfs, 
From Abel to Ztacharia", 
That day upon Jerofalem fcH. 
Bui tedious it were to tell, 
The great extreme confulion, 
And of blood futh dTulion, 
Was never (lain lb many a man, 
At one time fince the .world began i 
The Jewi that day got their ddire. 
Which they did atk into their ire, 
And in the fcripturets fpecifietl, 
That day when Clirift was crutitied : 
When Ponce Pilate the prefiiient, 
Said -to them, I am innocent 
Of the jufl blood of Chrllt JtlV, 
The/ cry'd: His Wood light upm V9j- 
" - " ' I * 
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And on our generation ; 
They got their fuppiicarion : 
That day with many a careful cry, 
Their blood was fhe'd abundantly. 
Jofephus writteth in his book, 
His chronicles who lift to jook, t 
Dining that cruel ftege certain,' «- 

Were eleven hundred thouianjd flain ; 
Of pri (briers were told and fecn,' 
Four fcorp thoufar.d ,and ieventeen : ' 
Out of the land they ciid expeil 
All the people of Ifracl : 
And for their great ingratitude, 
They live yet under fer virude, 
/Inhere ls no J ew * 11 no country, 
Which hath one foot of property, 
Nor never had withoitten wear,' 
Since this day fixteen hundred year ; 
Nor never ih all, I to thee {haw, ' 
Till that they turn to Chrift's Jaw, 
jSome' fiy, that Jews manifold, 
We e thirty for a penny flJld," 
As. Judas fold the king of Clore, 
For thirty pennies and no more. 
After -that many were mifchiev'd, 
When novels pad how long they Iiv'd 
"Upon their gold, withoutten doubt, 
ThQy flit their bellies to fearch it out : 
The reft to Kgypt they did fend, 
Prifoners to their lives end. ■ 

Titus fook into his company, 
Great number of the moil Worthy ; 
With him to Rome they led them bqund, 
Then cruelly did them confound, 
His victory for to decore. 
Ana for augmenting of his glore, 
Caus'd put them into public places, 
Where each man might behold their faces, 
Then with/wild lions cruelly, 
He caus'd devour them dolefully-. 
This high triumpant mighty town, 
At Pafch was put to confulum. 



!■*' rteflly print in thy remembrance, . 
Ufflih inconita.it world'ihe variance. 
Ti:o princes of theft four numnchui, 
In :ii-ir molt higheft pomp imperial, 
Trsiinng mi ft lure to be fct on their Teas, 
Tii« trju-'ful world jpws to them mortal tail*, 
Ft r;.,-i, ic-.v»<Ui>d dark memorials, 
. 1:i .lid!' i,'i.r i'ie world ihcy had pre-eminence s 
Oi' i: t!ie\ ".I no oilier ret,; m pence. 

f- r (iit:i -Jti- a* the fuow doth meli in May, 
Tiicrii.g!: i!:e i-iflcx't-f Ptuehw beams bright, 
Tliele >',utJL empires rigiit io^re went away ". 
Go„e i . itu ir glare, tlioir power, and their mi^lit 
Hccanl.- il.ey were loi.bers whheutten right, 
Aii'i tli>o.l (hedJers full cruel j for to conclude, t . 
B-*j Jit erf l!y therefore wa? (bed their lilood 

1J Eiui'l liO'.v (J'i.1 ay lince the world began 
11m. i «:!•< Mimes nude king) inftrumeiits 
T'i il-Hii^e I'tdplc, anil to kill many a man, 
Which to his la w were innobedienti : 
liW'-i 11 th?y had dune, perfnrnilht his intents, . c 
In ila'i-ti.tg wringnus people fhamcfully. 
He itd>, them r« be C:i.ur-ed cruelly. 

->;,-.i as the ithuol ny.1l.tr doth make a wand 
To ddii-.t and dirg the.ittMiLu-i of rude engine, 
The wliitdi wi'l nt-t Iludy at his command ; 
He fconrgsi ibeni, and only to \tut &ne. 
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That they fhould lo hfs good counTel incline :* 

Then -they obey, appealed is his ire, 

lie takes the wand", and cafts it in the fire* 

God of king Phartfah made an inftrument, 
Which was the great king of Egyptians, 
*!iis own peculiar people to torment : , 

That being done he wrought on him vengeance, 
•And bt him fall through innobcdicuee ; 
Arid finally he with his great army, 
In the Red-fea was drowned dolefully. 

Right fo of NebiHiadonzor king, 
God made of him a furious inftrument, 
Jerufalem and the Jews to* down thring. 
When they to God were diibbedient : 
Then reft from him his riches and his rent, 
And him transformed in a beaft brutal, 
Seven year*Tarid more, as writteth/ Daniel, 

Alexander through pridefull tyranny, 
In years twelve did make his great conqueft, 
Ay fbedding fakelefs blood full cruelly, 
Till he was king of kings he took no reft ; 
In all the world when he was full pofTeft, 
Jn Babylon throned triumphantly, 
Through pbifbn ftrong deceafed dolefully, 

Duke Hannibal, the ftrong Carthagenian, 
The dauntei of the Roman pomp and glory: 
By his power were many thfcufands flain, 
As may be read at length into his ftory, 
At Cannos where he wan the victory, 
Of Romans hands rh.it dead lay on the 1 ground, 
Three heaped bufhels were cf rings found. 

Into that mertal battle, I heard lane, 
Of the Romans molt worthy warriors, 
Attour captains, were forty t! cufand flain : 
Of whom there was thirty wife fenators, , 
Anct^wenty lords which had been pretors, 
That died each in defence of their country, 
And for to hold their land at liberty. • 

What teward got the cruel champion, 
When'he had flain fo gre.at a multitude ? 
And when the glafs of his, rain glore was run, 
A fliamefull death : and fhortly to conclude, 
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'bis is reward of all (ttedders of blood i ■ 
or he got ffcch extreme o>n*nfion, 
e MU'd himlelf in drinWng I'rmig peifitn. 

Behold the two mull famous eifiimpions, 
hat is,to fay, Julius iin.l Pompey. 
fliieli did conqiiefs all easily region*, 
i well many lands, as ifHes i;it<> the &a. 
nd the town rf Rome crnVd Mitm vbc'yi 
<>t Pumpiios fubdued ihe orient, 
nd Julius C*far all the cccUlcnt. 

But finally tliefe two did drive fcr (late, 
''hereby three hundred ihoul'and men were (la! 
nt Pompcins after this great di-baie. 
Ic mnnltered was, the (lory telleth plain : 
hen Julius was prince and (overt- ign. 
bove the whole world emperor ant! hing ; 
ut into reft ilmrt time cinJ.ir'd hi-. I'tii'/i. 

For within five months, ami little mure, 
mil! II t]]£ lords into the council Louie, 
e murthered was, what needs prncels more, 
» I have faid, by Brute and Caflius. 
*ihou would'fl know their deeds dolorous, 
hou may'it at length go read the Roman ftory 
■Tikli hath this, matter put in memory. 

Gone is tTle golden world of Affyrians, 
'f whom king Ninm was firll and ptincipal, 
ime is the Giver world o! pcrfians, 
he copper world of Greeks now thrall, 
he world of iron, which was the lail of all, 
ompared to the Romans in their glore, 
re gone right fo, I hear of them no more. 

Now in the v^otld of iron niixt with clay > 
s Daniel ut length listh done indite, 
he gieat empires aie molten clean away : 
ow is the world of dolor and defpite, 
fee nought elfe but trouble infinite j 
therefore, my fon, I make it to tiiee kend, 
his world, •{ wot, is drawing to an end. 

Tokens of death, hunger and pellilence, 
r ith cruel wars both by lea and land ; 
ealrii againlt realm with mortal violence, 
'hidi lignifiirj the laJt day even at liaui : 



i0.o The -third Book > 

Wherefore, my 'fun, .be in thy faith confront,- 

Raifing thy heart to God -to cry for grace, 

And mend thy life whilil thou had rime and fpace 

Of the fi::t Spiritual and Papal Monarchy. 

6 tMTHKR, is there no prince reignand, 
* ■ Which hath the world now at command, .. 

As had the king tT AJTyrians 

Perle, Greeks, or the Romans, 

Who hath now dominion- 

Of euery land and region ? 

fi. There is no prince, my Ton, faid he, .. 

That hath the principal monarchy 

Above the vvoild umver&l, 

i 

With whole power impei ial, . 
As Alexander or Darius, 
Or as had Cxfar Julius, 
For orient and accident, . 
Were all to them obedient* 
Rjotwithftareing I fi: d one king, 
Which into Europe now doth reign, ., 
That is the potent pirnce of Rome, 
Empiring o'er all chriiiendom, 
To whom no prince may be compare* 
As canon law can declare. 
All princes cf the occider.t, 
Are to his grace obedienr. 
For he hath ^hole power rompleat, . 
Both of the body and the-fp'rir, ' 

Which never had no prince before, 
Except the mighty king of glore, ^ 

To Chrift he is the great Heutenand, 
In holy Peter's feat imand : 
So he is of all kings king, 
Which into Europe now .cloth rtignt 
And as ti»e Roman emperors, 
Having the world under thei •• cures, 
Had pri ices, knights, and champions^ 
Rulers into all region?, 
Upholding their auth >riry, 
Ufi'tgjzHicQ and policy .i 
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Right fo this potent pope of Rome, 
Thc fovereign king of chrlftendom, 
Haitfinio every country. 
His princes of great gravity ; 
In Imne country his cardinals, 
In their molt precious apparels, 
Arch-bilhops, bifhnps thou nuy'ft fee, 
Defending his authority i 
With other po'ent patriarchs. 
Colleges full of cunning clerks ; 
Abbots and priors, as ye hen, 
Mifrhlers of his religiuus men. 
Officials with their procurators, 
Whofc longfome laws fpoils the poprs, 
Arch-deans, and deans of dignity, 
Great doctors of divinity 
Their chanters and their facriiiaiu. 
Their tliefsiurers and their liibdeans, 
legions of pricfts Icculars j 
Parfons, vicars, monks and friers, 
Of divers orders many one. 
Which longfome Were ro ex pone : 
In fun dry habits as ye ken, 
Differing from other chriftun men, 
Pair ladies cf religion, 
Profctred in. every region. 
Palie hermits fafhon'd like the friers : 
Proud pariih-clei Us and pardoners, 
Their grynters and their chamberlain', 
■Villi their temporal courtifansi 
Thus all the world by land and Tea, 
iU fan&itude they dr> obey : 
Wot only his fpiritual kingdom, 
Jut the great emperor of Home, 
lnd king! qf every region, 
Fbat day when they receive the crown, 
"hey make oath of fidelity, 
To defenJ his authority. 
doreover, with humble reverence, 
"hay make to him cbediene*, 
ly thcmfclveS) or i.mbali'adcrs,, 
)r other ornate orators : 
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Who did gainftand his roajefty, 

His laws or yet his liberty, 

Or holds any opinion 

Con tr air his great dominion, 

Either by way of deeds or words, 

Are pot to death by fire and iwords, 

Saiot Peter itilcd was Sanclus, 

But he is called Smclidimus, 

His ftyle at length if thou wnuld'lt knaw, 

Thou mnft g'< look the canon kiw, 

Both in the lixrh of Clementine, 

His ftattly (lyle there may be fe6n, 

There thou /halt find, read if thou can, 

How he is neither God nor man. 

C. What 13 he then, ■ by y< »ur judgment I 

E. Said he : Methinks him different, 
Far from. our fuveraign Lord Jefus, 
And to his kind contrarious \ 
For Chrilt was natural G-)d and m;?n. 

C, If he be neither, what is he than ? 

E -The ca"oir*taw, my fon, faid he, ' 
That qiifftion wiK declare to thee,. 
It doth tranfeend my rude engine, . 
His fanclitude for to define j 
Or to (how the authority, ^ 
Pertaining to his majefty, 
So great a prince where (halt thou find, 
That fphitually may loofe or bind ; 
Nor by whom fins are forgiven, 
Be ihey with hi* difciples fhriven ? 
Whenever he binds wixh his might,- 
They bounden are in God's fight : 
Whomever he loofes on earth here down 
Are lor.fed by God in his region. 
As he is prince of purgatory, 
Delivering folds from pain to glory : 
Of that dark dungeon, w'uhoutten doubt, 
Whome'er he pleafeth he takes out. 
Our fecret fins every year, 
We muft fhow to fome priefl: or frier,- 
And. take their abfolutlun, 
Or elfe get no remiflum : 
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5o by this did they cleai ly ien, 
The r ecrcts of all fecular men- 
Their fecrcts we know not at all, 
Thus we are to" them bound and thral : 
►Vhate'cr their minifters commands 
Hull be obey Nil without demands. 
Vlierefnre, my &&, I fay to thee, 
Phi.* is a marvellous monarchy, 
Vhich hath power imperial, 
»oih of the body and the foul. 

C. Father, faid I, declare to me 
Vho "did begin this monarchic ? 

E. Said he, Chrift Jefus, God and in an, • 

^tiat empire gracioufly began, 
lot by fire, nor by the fword, 
ut by the virtue of his word, 
k.nd left into his teftament 
lany a devote document, 
Zith his fucceflbrs to be ufed, 
'hough many of them be now abufed ; 
or Peter and Paul, with all the reft 
k f their brethren, made manifeft 
'he law of God with true intent, 
reaching the Old and New Teftament. 
hey led their lives in poverty, 
evotion and true humility, 
s did their Mafter Chriii Jefus, 
nd were not half fo glorious 
8 their fucceflbrs now in Rome, 
mpyring o'er all chriftendom. 
frw the death of Peter and Paul, 
nd of Chriit's true difciples all, 
heir fucceflbrs within few year?, 
1 at more length the ftory bears, 
Ight cruelly came to the height, 
■om fpiritual life to temporal right. 
C, Father, ere we pafs further more, 
Tien did begin their temporal glore ? 
£• My fon, -laid he, thou'lt underftand, j 

■e e'er a Pope got any land, i 

wo and thirty great Popes of Rome, - 
fceir'd the crown of martyrdom 5 
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BU not the threefold diadem. 
To wear three crowns tjiey thought great 
Till Sylvefter the confeflbr, 
From Conftantine the emperor, 
Receiv'd the realm of Italy, 
Right fo of Rome the great city, 
That was the root of their riches, 
Then fprang the well of wealtlrinefi, 
When that the Pope was made a king, 
All princes bow'd at his bidding. 
This act was done withoutten wear, 
Yrom Chrift's death three hundred year. 
Then lady Senility, 
Took lodging in that great city, 
Where Jhe iinfyne hath done remain, 
As their own lady foveraign. 
There kings into all nations, 
Made prieits great foundations : 
They thought great merit and honour, 
To counterfeit the emperor ; 
As did David of Scotland king, 
The which did found during his reign, 
Fifteen abbeys with temporal lands, 
Withoutten tithes and operands ; 
By whole holy iimpiicity, 
He left the crown in poverty. 
Now have 1 fhown thee, as I can, 
How this temj oral empire began, 
Afcending up ay 9 grce by 'gree 
Above the en. i- 'tor's majeJty : 
So when the/ got ;i;:?ong their hands, 
Of Italy all ttu: err. $:<•.■:■"•*.<■ lands, 
After thai int:} eac*i i^-^-K-y 
Sprang up tht-Ir n.iu.*o. »',;:'/• 
With luch grt-c-»- nc !«.<>■ -m.; 1 . ■: ■ T - vent, 
That they 'ga.: v be :•; '■:..-:•.. 
In making ii«n,i5:r?t5:j:- 
To Chrilt's t^t cov.r. ■ ■,,. ■■ : :.p. 1 
And Look no True i\m -r J ,cir is ■■ • r -ioh' •?■'', 
And far k-U ir^/zl ■-.. r. o :_*. ^ci*""*.F ■ 
Changing :ho\r fpif-.!- :»•.»• ty 
In temporal lenlu^Irv. 
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C. Father, think yc that they are fure, 
That their empire /hall long endure ! 

E. Appearantly it may be kend, 
Said he, their glore ftall heaven end : 
I mean tbtir temporal monarchy, 
Shall turn into humility : 
Through God's word, without debate, 
They ftall turn to their firft eitate, 
At in Daniel') prophecy appears, 
Thereto ftall not be many years, 
Albeit Chrifl's faith (hall never fail, 
Bat more and more it mall prevail, 
ThoughChrift's true congregation 
Suffers great tribulation. 

C. Father, laid I, by what reafon, 
Think ye their empire fhould come down, 
Confideriitg their pie-eminence ? 

E. Said he, for difobedience, 
Abufing the commandement 
Which Chrift left in his teltament, 
Cling their own tradition, 
Gnu-air drift's inftitution : 
*« Chrift in his laft convention, 
The day of his afcenfion, 
Tohii difciples gave command, - 

That they fhould pafs to every land. 
To teach and preach with true intent, 
Hi) law and his commandement, 
Ro other office he to them gave ; 
He did not bid them feek or crave, 
Corps, prefents, nor offerands, 
Nor yet lord/hips, nor temporal lands : 
But now it may be heard and fcen, 
Both with* thine ears, and eke thine een, 
How prelates now in every land 
Take little cure of Cliiiit's command ; 
Neither into their deeds nor faws ; 
4cgle&ing their own canon laws ; 
Jung themfc-lves cunirarious, 
'or the moft part to Chrift Jefus. 
thrift thought no (name to be a Breather, 
tad to mU people of truth a teacher s 
K 
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A pope, a bifliop, a cardinal, 

To teach and preach will not be thrall. 

They lend forth friers to teach for them, 

Which makes the people mock them for fhame, 

Chrift would not be a temporal king, 

Richly into no realm to reign, 

But fled temporal authority, 

As in the fcripture thou may 'ft fee, 

All men may know how popes reigns 

In dignity above ail king?, 

As well of temporality, 

As into fpirituality. ^ 

Thou may'ft fee by experience, 

The pope's princely pre-eminence, 

Jn chronicles if thou lift to look, 

How Carion writes in his book, 

A notable narration, 

The year of our falvation, 

Eleven hundred and iix and fifty, 
^ Pope Alexander prefbmptuoufly, 
* Which was the third pope of that name, 

Frederick the emperor he did defame, 

In Venice that triumphant town, 

That noble emperor he caus'd lay down 

Upon his womb with (hame and lack, 

Then trod his feet- upon his neck, 

In token of obedience : 

There he ftiews his pre-eminence, 

And caus'd his clergy for to fing 

Thefe words hereafter following ; 

Super afpidem et bafillfcum ambulabls, 

Et conculcabts leonem et draconcm. Thi 

Thou /halt walk upon the adder and cocatrice, 

And thou (halt tread down the lion and dragon. 

Then faid the humble emperor, 

I do to Peter this honour. 

The pope anfwerd with words wroth, 

Thou (halt me honour and Peter both. 
Chrift for to fhew his humble fp'rit, 

Did wafh his poor difciples feet ; 
The pope's holinefs, I wis, 
. Will futfer kings their feet \o k\&. 
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had their iieih; and tods iheir dens, 
hill ftius Saver of men, 
■thhad not a penny-bread, 
eon lie might repofe bis head : 
: the pope's excellence 
cal-lti of magnifies uce ! 
:«, billions, cardinal, 
pltaftrrt palaces royals:, 
paradil'e all iiicle pleafini places; 
ing n'.j pkafure ofthtir facts, 
Andiew, James, Peter nor Paul, 
cw huiiles r'uior.^ them all : 
time they knew ihe verity, 
had ontemn ail profperity: 
.vcre right heartily content 
eat and drink, and abt.Ui :<■.".!. 
ive mankind that was forlorn, 
1 bare a cruel crown of thorn. 
pope three crown* for the nons, 
ltd, powder'd with precious lloncsi 
lid and filver, I am lure, 
t Jel'us took but liitle cure, 
left not when he yeild the Ip'rit. 
ay himfelf a winding Iheet j 
lis fucctJIor good pope John, 
n he rleccafed in Avignon, 
:ft behind him a irealiire, 
&\ and filwr great mcalUrr, .. 
juft computation, 
five and twenty million, . 
uli endite Palmerua : 
him, and thou (halt find it thus. 
ft difdples were well known, 
ugh virtue which was to them jhewn ; 
Specially fervent cliarity, 
t patience and humility. 
pope's flocks in all regions, 
beft known by their clipped trowns. 
Ir he did honour matrimony 
Cana of Galilee, 
re he by his power divine, * 
turn ihe water into wine t 
K. j 
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And eke he chus'd fume married men 
To be his fervants, as ye ken. 
And Peter during all his life, 
He thought no lin to have a wife. 
Ye (hall ntit find in no paifage, 
Where Chrifc forbhlderh marriage, 
But lawful for each nun to marry 
Which lacks the gift cf chaftity. 
The Pope hath made the comrair laws 
In his kingdom- a? all men knaws : 
None of his piietls dar marry wives, 
Under the pain even of their lives : 
Though 1 hey had concubins fifteen, 
Into that cafe they are o'erfeen, 
What chattier they keep in Home, 
Is well known </er all Chriltendom. 

(Thrift did (hew his obedience, 
Unto the emperor's excellence, 
And cau fed Peter for to pay 
Tribute* to Caiar for them tway. 
Paul bids us be obedient 
To kines as the mo'l excellent : 
The contrair did pope Celeflin, 
When that his fanclitude fereen 
Did crown Hendry' the emperor, 
1 think he did him fro all honour, 
For with his hand he did him crown, 
.Then with his feet the crown cait down, 
Saying, I have authority 
INlen to exalt -to dignity, 
And to make emperors and kings, 
And then deprive them of their reigns. 
Peter by mine opinion, 
Did never ufe fuch dominion : 
Appearantly by my judgment, 
This pope r$ad ne'er the New Teflament : 
If he had learned at that lore, 
He had refnfed fuch vain-glore ; 
As Barnabas, Peter and Paul, 
And right io thrift's difciples all. 
The good captain Cornelius, 
When faint Peter came to bAs licuCc, 
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ip him fell at his feet ; 
Peter with bumble fp'rlt, 
\m up with diligence, 
efufe fuch reverence. 
aim John the evangelift, 
I'a feet be would have kift, 
fufed fuch honourj 

am but lervttor, 
by fellow anil thy brother : 
y to God, and to none other. 
/tfe Barnabas and Paul, 
pur did refufe aj all, 

where they wrought grept works s 
Is of Jupiter and his clerlfs, 
ie pcopb with their advice, 
ve made to them lacrifice ; 

they were f» difcontent, 
/ their clo itii'mg rave and rem, 
I among them rudely ran, 

e to God of kings King, 

Ie heaven, eanh, and every thing. . 

er and John vatn-glore refus'd » 

ies why iliould vain glore be us'di ' 

idrcw, John, James, and Paul, 

ill's true diiciples all, 

s word their faith defended ; 

and fcald tltey ne'er pretended. 

e defends his traditions, 

ng fire without remiffjons: 

en break the law divine, 

; not pin to fo great pine, , 

rcdom, cor idolatry, 

It, nor adultery i 

i young virgins are dcfloor'il, '. 

thir.g; men are not abhor'd : 

that eats flefh into Lent, 
ibly put to torment ; 

pried happen to marry, 
i liim b:mifh, curfe and ivary, . 
it be not againfl the law 

as men may clearly IuWlW.. 
K 3 
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Between the fe two what difference been, 
By faithful f.lk it may be feen. 
Such antithefes many mo, 
I might declare, which I let go : 
But give me leave for to compile, 
Of each order the (lately ili!e ; 
^•he filly nuns will thirik great fiiame, 
Except they called be, madam ; 
The poor prielt thinks he gets no right, 
Be he not filled like a knight, 
And called, Sir, before his name, 
As Sir Thomas, and Sir William- 
All monks, as ye may hear and fee, 
Are called deans for dignity ; 
Albeit his mother milk the cow, 
He mud be called dean Andrew, 
Dean Peter, dean Paul, dean Robert : 
With Chrifl they take a painful part, 
With double clothing from the cold, 
Eating and drinking when they would : 
With curious countring in the queer ; 
God knows if they buy heav'n full dear,. 
My lord abbet light reverent, 
Ay marfliaird upmoft at the table : 
My lord bifhop right reverent, 
Sits above earls in parliament. 
And cardindls during their reigns, i 

Fellows to princes and to kings $ 
The pope exalted in honour, 

Above the potent emperor, = 

The proud parfon 1 think truly, 
He leads his life right luflily ; 
For why he hath no other pine, 
But take the tythes and fpend them fyne ; 
But he as oblig'd by reafon 
To preach unto his pariflion ; 

Though they lack preaching feventeen times year, - 
He will not lack a peck of bear : 
Some perfon hath at his command 
The wanton wenches of the land : 
A)s they have great prerogatives, 
^hst they may part ay with ilvev? wives, 
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hour divorce or fummnning, 
n take another without wed din '. 
le would rl.i si k it a lnlty lift. 
when lie lifts K. charge a wife, 
I take auoilier of more b.'auty ; 
fecnhrs Lick rh.U lib*; ry, 
:which arc lioind in m, image. 

they like rains i ito ihdr rnge, 

>i/kd, run ani"ng the civs ; 

ong as nature in il.e-n prows j . 

eke the vicar, r.; I rn.w, 
will nit tail It' uke a cow,- 

ujiinoft cl ,i!i, ili u;;li bai.es (hem ban, 
ma pcor liliv IsufbaijiUrian, 
en lhat he litili for m die, ' 

ing 1'mall children two or three i 
t hatii three kine witht.utten ma, 
■■ vicar mult have one of tha, 
lithe grey cloke that haps the bee!, 
;it that he be poorly cKd : 

if his wife die on the morn, 
iiigli all the babci (liould be furloin, 
> other cow he cleeks away, 
h the pour coat of rauloch gray ; 
[ ft" within two years or three, 
• eldeft child happen to die, 
:he third cow lie will be lure. 
en be them hath all under cure, 
! father and mother both are dtari, 
; mull the babes without reroead : 
■y hold ihe corps at the kirk-llile, 
I there it-mult remain a while, 

they git fulacient foverty, 

iheir church right and duty. 
rn comes to the land lord perforce, 
1 decks to him an lilted hovJc. 
r labourers would ihcl'e laws were dowi 

ich never founded was by rcafbn, 
rani them fay under confeflion, 
it law wa) brother to nppreflion. 

fou, I have ihewn as I can, 
lv rbjr fifth monarchy began, 
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Whofc great empire for to report 
At length the time been .ill too fliort, 

A (bort defcription of the ccurt of Rome. 

P ATHER, (aid I, what rule keep they in Rome, 
^ Which hath fpiritual dominion, 
And monarchy above ail Chriftendom I 
Shew me, I make ycu fupplication. 

E. My fon, would I make true nanation, 
Said he, to Peter and Paul tho' they fucce'ed, 
1 think they prove not that into their i\te<\. 

For Peter, Andrew and John, were fifticrs-fine : 
Of men and women to the Chiifti.m faith: 
But Uuy have fpread their net with hook and line, 
On rents, riches, golJ and other grakh : 
Such filhing to neglccl they will he laith. 
For why they have filhed ovetthart itrands, 
A great part truly of all temporal lands, 

With the tenth part of all goods moveable, 
For the upholding of their dignities.: 
So been their fifhing very profitable, 
On the dry land as well as on the leas : 
Their berry water they fpread o'er all countries, 
And with their hofe-net daily drawn to Rome, 
- The molt fine gold that is"in Christendom. 

I dare well fay, within this fifty years, 
Ptome hath received forth of this region, 
For bulls and benefices which they buy full dear, 
That might full well have payed a king's ranfom« 
But were 1 worthy f ,r to wear a crown, 
Priefts ihould no more our fubflance to con fume. 
Sanding yearly fo great riches to Rome. 

Into their tramel-iict ikey fang'd a fiih 
Moie than a whale, wenhy of memory, 
Of whom they had many a dainty diih, 
By which they art exalted to great glory, 
That marvellous monger called Purgatory; 
Albeit to u< it be not amiable, 
It hath to them been very profitable. 
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Let they that fruitful fifn efcape their net, 
For which they have To great commodities : 
A more fat filh I trtfl they flia.ll not get, 
Tho' they fhould fearch out thro* the ocean feas : 
Adieu, the daily dolorous dirigies. 
•Jilly poor priefts may fing with hearts full forry, 
1-ack they that painful palace Purgitory. 
farewell monkry, with chanon, nun and frier, 
\las, they will be lightlied in all lands. » 

x>wls will no more be known in church or queer, 
,et they that fruitful fifli efcape their hands. 

counfel yon to bind him faft in bands, 
'or Peter, Andrew, nor John, could ne'er get 
10 profitable fifh into their net, 

Their merchandife into all nations, 
is printed lead, their wax, and their parchment, 
Their pardons and their difpenfations, 
They do exceed fome temporal prince's rent, 
a fuch traffic they are not negligent : 
Xf benefice they make great met chandife, 
lirough Simony, which they held little vice, 

Chrilt. did command Peter to feed his fheep, 
md fo he did feed them full tenderly ; 
)f that command they take but little keep, 
ut Chrift's flieep they lpoil piteotdy, 
k nd with the wotl they clothe them curinufly 
ike greetly wolves they take of them their food, 
'hey eat the flefh and drink both milk and blood. 

For their office, they ferve but little hire ; . 
think fuch pafiors are not worth to pri.'e, 
v'hich cannot guide their fheep about the mire, 
"hey are lb buiy in their merchandife :- 
"hough Peter was porter of paradife, 
*hac pleafant paffage craftily they clofe, 
"hrough them right few geti entrefs, I fuppofe. 

Chrilt Jefus faid, as Matthew doth report, 
Vo be to fcribes and to Pbnrifiance, 
The which did clofe of paradife the port : 
)f them we have the fame experience, 
\> enter there they make fmall diligence, 
"hey take fuch care of temporal bufinefc, 
tight fo from us thzy (lop the pYiVa tw\c^» 
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The fpirituft] keys that Chrifl to Perer gave, 

Their colour with Imoke and ruft are faded : 

Uncxercis'd they hold them in their neeve : 

Of that office they ferve to be derided, 

With God'? word, except that they a men J it, 

Opening the port which long time had beep clofed, 

That we may enter them, and be rejoiced, 

Contrair to Chrift's inftitution, 
To them that die in habit of a frier, 
Rome hath them granted full remifilon, 
To pafs to heaven llraightway withoutten wear, 
. Which been in Scotland ufed many a year* 
Is there fuch virtue in a frier's hood, 
1 think in vain Chrifl Jefus fhed his blood. 
Would God, the pope who hath pre >eminence« 
With advice of hi* councils general, 
That they would make their debtful diligence, 
That Chrift's laws might be keeped over all, 
And truly preached both to great and imall : 
And give to them fpiritual authority, 
Which can perfectly fhew forth the verity. 

Who cannot preach a priell fhould not be named, ■ 
As may be proved by the law divine : 
And by the canon law they are defamed. 
That takes prifft-bood but only to that fine % 
To all virtue they fhould their hearts incline, - 
In fpecial to preach with true intents, 
And minifter the needful facramems. 

As for their monks, their canons and their friers? 
And lufty ladies of religion, 
I know not whereunto their office efft irs : 
But men may fee their great abufion ; 
They arc- not like, into conclufion, 
Neither into their words, nor by their warks> 
To the apoitles, prophets,* nor patriarchs. 

If prefentty thefe prelates cannot preach. 
Then let each bifliop have a fufFragan. 
Of fucceflbr who can the people teach, 
On their expences yearly to remain, 
To caufe the people from their vice refrain \ 
And when a prelate happens to decenfc, 
Then put a perfect preacher \>i \\\s^W<t» 
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Do they not fo, on thera fiiall ly the charge, 
Giving unable men authority, 
As who would make a fteers-man to a barge, 
Of one blind born, which can no danger fee $ 
If that (hip drown, forfooth I fay for me, 
Who gave the fleers-man fuch commifiions, 
Should of the (hip make reltitution. 

The human law that are contrarious, 
And not conforming to ihe law divine, 
They fhoukl expeH, and hold them odious. 
When they percive them come to no good fine, 
Invented but for fenfual mens engine ; 
As that law which forbiddeth marriage, 
Caufing young clerks burn into luffs rage. 

Full hard it is chaflity to obferve, 
Without great grace and abftinexcc. 
Into our flefh ay reigneth till we flarve, 
That firfl original fin, concupi fee nee, 
Which we through Adam's difobedience 
Have done incur, and fhall endure for ever. 
Till that our foul and body death difTever. 

Wherefore made God of marriage the band 
In paracUfe, as fcripture doth record. 
In Galilee right lb 1 under f land, 
Was marriage honoured by Chrifl our Lord : 
Old law and new thereto they do concord. 
I think, for me, better that they had fleepcd, 

Than to have made a law, and never keeped. 

■ mm Took not Chrifl Jefus his humanity 

Of a virgin in marriage contracted, 

Andof her flefh clad his divinity ? 

Why have they done this blefTed bond dejected 

In their kingdom I would God it were corrected, 

That young prelates might marry hi fly wives, 

And not in fenfual lull to lead their lives. 
Did not Chrifl chufe of honefl married men 

As well as they had keeped chaftity, 

For to be his difciples, as ye ken, 

As in the fcripture clearly thou may 'ft fee ? 

They keeped flill their wives with honefly : 

As Peter and bis fpoufed brethren all, 

Obferved chaftity matrimonial. 
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How fome fliould rife in the latter age, 

That far from the true faith (hould depart and fall, 

And fome forbid the bond of marriage. 

Als thou (halt find into that fame paflage, 

They fhall command from meats to abftain, 

Which God create his people- to fuftain. 

But fince the pope, our f piritual prince and king, 
He doth o'erfee fuch vices manifeft, 
And in his kingdora fufFers for to reign, 
The men by whom the verity is fuppreft : 
I excufe not himfelf more than the reft. 
Alas, how fhould wc members be well ufed, 
When thus our fpiritual heads are abufed ! 
That famous ancitnt dot i or Aviccn, 

Say3, When ill rheum defcendeth from the head, 
Into the members genders meekle pain, 
Except there be made nattily remead, 

When the cold humour doth therefrom proceed, 

In finews it caufeth arthritica, 

Right Co into the hands Chiragra. 
Of maladies it genders many mo, 

Except men get fome iovercign prcferve. . 

As in his thing Set at ic a pajjio, 

And in the breait fomerimes the ftrong caterve, 

Which caufeth men right hailily to {tarve : 

And Podagra right dificile for to cure 

In mens feet, which long time doth endure. 
So to this rnoft triumphant court of Rome, 

This fimilitude 1 may full well compare, 

Which hath been heir-fhip o'er all Chri(rendoni # 

And to the world an evil examplar, 

That fometimes was lead-ftar and luminar, 

And the moll fapient ieat of fanclitude, 

And now, alas ! bare of beautitude. 

Their kingdom may be called Babylon, 

Which fb;netimes was a blight Jeruialem, 

As plainly meancili the apoiUe John. 

Their molt famous city hath loft the fame : 

Inhabittrs thereof their noble name. 

For why they have of faints the hahitacle, 

To Si -non JVI.-itjus made a tabernacle. 
A horrible t ail of every Uuu\ o£ Vvct, 

kY*ft 



O prince, that ftieri fur us thy precious blood. 

Kindle in us the lire of charity, 

.And (ave us from eternal milery. 

Now labouring in thy church militant, 

That we may come to thy church triumphant. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦++»■*♦*+«■♦♦*■»♦ *4-4+*+*M++**f MM* 

The Fourth BOOK. 

Making mention of the Death of Amichrifr, of ihc 
General judgment, &c. With an Exhortation by 
Expikiehcb to the Court eour. 

CpRU DENT father Experience, 

Jt Knee you of your benevolence. 
Hath caufed me for to conlider, 
How worJJJ/ pomp and glore been lliddtr t 
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By divers ftories miferable, 
Which to rehearfe been lamentable, 
Yet ere (he pafs out of this vale, 
I pray you give me your counfcl, 
What (hall I do in time coming, 
To have the glore ever la (ting \ 

E. My Ton, fald he, fet thine intent 
To keep the Lord'4 commandement : 
And prefs thee not to climb o'er high 
To no worldly authority. 
Who in this world do moft Ftfjoiee, 
Are fardeft ay from their purpose- , 
Wouldit thou leave worldly vanities. 
And think on four extremities, 
Which are to come, and that fhortly, 
Thou wouldft never fin wilfully : 
Print thefe four in thy memory, 
Death, the hell, and heav'n's glory, 
And extreme judgment general, 
Where thou muft render a count of all : 
Thou (halt not fail te be content,, 
Of quiet life and fober rent, 
Considering no man can be fare 
In earth one hour for to endure : 
So all worldly prosperity 
Is mixed with great mifcry, 
Were thou emperor of Alia, 
King of Europe and Africa, 
Great dominator of the fea : 
And though the heavens did thee obey, 
All fillies Jwiming in the ftiand, 

. All beads and fowls at thy command ; 
Concluding the u wert king o'er all, 
Under the heavens imperial, 
In- that molt hij>h authority, 
Thou fliouldft find leaft tranquillity. 
Example of king Solomon, 
More precious life had never none i 
Si.ch riches with fo great pleaiure, 
Had never king nor emperor, 
With mod profound intelligence, 

Aad luper- excellent fapicv.ee , 



For it is Co infariable, 
That heaven and earth may not-be able 
A foul alone for to content, 
Till it Tee God Omnipotent. 
Was never none, nor never lhal] be 
Satiate, that light till that he fee. 
Wherefore, my fori, fet not thy cure, . 
In earth where nothing can be fure, 
Except the death allancrly, 
Which follows men continually ■. 
Therefore, my fon, remember thee. 
Within fliort time tliat thou muft die, 
Not knowing when, how, or in what place, 
But as it pleafeth (be King of Giace. 
Of D E A T H. 
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F mileriei moll mifcrable, 
h death, and molt abominaXAe ■. 
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The dreadful dragon with his darts, 

Ay ready for to pearce the hearts 

Of every creature on life : 

Contrair whofe ftrength may no man ftrive, 

Of dolent death this lore ientence, 

Was given through difobedience 

Of our parents ; alas ! therefore, 

As I have done declare before, 

How they and their pofterity, 

Were all condemned for to dy. 

Albeit the fle/h to death be thral, 

God hath the foul made immoital, 

And Co of his benignity. 

Hath mixt his juflice with mercy : 

Therefore call to re mbe ranee, 

Of this falfe world the variance, 

How we like pilgrims even and morrow, 

Are travelling through this vale of for row, 

Sometime in vain prolperity, 

And fometime in great milery. 

Sometime in biifs fometime in bail 

Sometime right fick, and fometime hail. 
Sometime full rich, and fometime poor ; 
Wherefore, my fon, take little cure, 
Neither of great profperity, 
Nor yet of greater mifrry ; 
But pleafant life, and hard mifchance, . 
lender them both iu one balance, 
Confidering none ether authority : 
Riches, wifdom, nor dignity, 
Empire of realms, beaut)', nor ftrength, 
May not one day Qiir lives length : 
Since we are fine that we muit die, 
Farewell all vain felicity. 
Greatly it doth perturb my mind, 
Of dolent death the divers kind : 
Though death to every man reforts, 
Yet ftrikea he into fundry forts ; 
Some by hot fevers violence, 
Some by contagious peftilence. 
Some by juftice execution, 
Been put to death without rem\ff\ov\, 
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i banged, fome do lofe their heads* 
i hurt, fome fodden .into'leads : 
fome for their unlawful acls 
rent and riven on the racks ; 
i are difTolved by poifon, 
i in night are murder'd down » 
i falls into phrenefy, 
» dies into hydropify. 
other ftrange infirmities 
rein many a thoufand dies, 
:h human nature doth abhor ; 
i the gout, gravel aud g«re, 
» in the flux and fever quartan, 
ay the hour of death's uncertain** 
s are difTolved fuddenly, 
atbarre or apoplexy, 
e do deftroy theirfelf, and alfo • 
lannibal and wife Cato. 
hunder death doth fome con fume* 
e did the third king of Rome, . 
?d Tullus Hoftilius, '. 
zriteth great Valerius ; 
he and his houfhold at once, 
•e burnt by thunder, flefh, and bone.s. . 
e dieth by extreme excefs 
t>y, as Valerio doth ex pre fs, - , 
e by extreme melancholy, , 
die but other malady,, 
bronicles thou may 'if well ken, . 
r many hundred thoufand men 
flain fince firfl the world began 
attle, and 1 ow many a man 
n the fbas do lofe their liver, . 
en that fliips upon the rocks- rives ; . 
ugh iome die naturally through. age,«\ 
more die raving in a rage, 
py is he the which hathTpace, 
lis hft hour to cry for grace, 
eit death be abominable, 
ink it ihould be comfortable 
them of the faithful number, 
they depart from care and cumber** 
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From trouble, travel, flurt, and ftrife, 

To joy and everlafting life. 

Polidorus Virgilius, 

To that effedfc he writeth thus : 

In Thrace, Wlien any child was born, 

Tiieir kin and friends was them before*, 

With dolent lamentation, 

For the great tribulation, 

Calamity, cumber and cure, 

That they on earth are to endure ; 

B'it at their death and burying, 

They make great joy and banquetting, 

That they have pail from mifery, 

To reft the great felicity. 

Since death been final conclufion, 

What avails worldly proviiion, 

When wifdom may not countermand, 

Nor ftrength the (tout may not gainfland, 

Ten thoufaud millions of treafure, 

May not prolong thy life one hour ; 

After whofe 4°lent departing, 

Thy fpirit fhall but tarrying, 

Straightway to joy ineftignable, 

Or to ftrong pain intolerable. 

Thy vile corrupted 'car ion, 

Shall turn to putrifaclion, 

And Co remain in powder fmall, 

Unto the judgment general. 

A fhort Defcription of the Antickrifl* 

SA?D T, Father, I hear men fay, 
That there (bail rife before that day, 
Which ye call rreneKal judgment, 
A wicked man from faran fent, 
And contrary the law of Chrifl, 
C.illed the cruel Antichnft ; 
And fome fays, that miichievous man 
Pe.ccnd fhall of the tribe of Dan, 
That ffarihl be born \v\ Babylon, 
The which deceive (Lall many one, 
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Infidels (hall of every art, 

With that falfe prophet take a part : 

And how Enoch and Elii«s, 

Shall preach againll tliat f&lfe Meflias : « 

But finally his falfe doctrine, 

And he, (hall be put to ruin 5 

But neither by the fire not fword, 

But by the virtue of God's woid : 

And if this be of verity, 

The footh I pray you ihew to me ? 

Em My fon, faid he, as writeth Juhn, 
There (hall not be a man alone, 
Having that name in fpecial ; 
But Aiitichi ids in general 
Have been, and now are many one ; 
And right fo in the time of John, 
Were Antichrifts as him ft- If (ays, 
As prefently now in thefe days, 
Are right many withoutten doubt, 
Were their falfe laws well fought out : 
Who was a greater Antichriir, 
And more coutrarious to Chi i(r, 
Than the falfe prophet Mahomet, 
Which his curir laws made fo fweet ? 
In Turky yet they are obferv'd, 
Where through the htll.liQ. hath defer v'd, 
All Tnrky, Saracens and Jews, 
That in the Son of God not trows, 
Are Antichrifis I thee declare, 
Beeaule to Chrilt they are contrair, 
Daniel fays in his prophecies, 
That after ihefe great monarchies 
Shall rife a marvelbus potent king 
Which with a fhameful face fhall reign, 
Mighty and wife in dark fpeakings. 
And profperous in all pleafant things : 
Through his falfnood and craftinefs, 
He lhal) flow into wealthineft, 
The godly people he (hall noy 
Bv cruel death, and tl«em dcfrroy ; 
The King of kings fhal] him gainftawd, 
Then be deflroyed wiihcuttcn Uatvd, 
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Paul fays, before the Lord's coming,. 

That there (hall be a departing,. 

And that roan of iniquity, 

To all men lie fhaJl open be ;■■ 

Which fliall (it on, the holy feat, 

Contrary God to make«debate j . 

But that fbn of perdition 

Shall be put to confifiion, 

By power of the Holy Sp'rir, . 

When he his time hath done compleat. 

Believe not that in time coming, 

A greater Ar.tichrift (hall reign. 

Than there hath been, and prefently * 

Are now, as clerks can efpy : 

Therefore my will is that thou knaw, . 

Whaie'er they be that make the law, 

Though they be called ChrifUan men, 

By natural rcafon thou may 'ft ken, 

Be they never of fo great valor, 

Pope, cardinal, king, or emperor, 

Extolling their traditions 

Above Chrift's inititutions, 

Making laws contrair to Chrifr, 

He is a very Antichrift. 

And who doth fortify or defend 

Such law, I make it to the kend, 

Be he a pope, emperor, king, or queen, 

Great forrow (hall on him be feen , 

At Chriit his extreme judgment, 

Except in time they do repent, 

A fliort Remembrance of the mod terrible da 

Judgment. 

C, TJ'Aiher, f*id I with your licence, 

X Since you have fuch experience, 
Yet one thing at yoti would I fpear, 
When dial! this dreadful day appear, - 
Which you call judgment general, 
What things before that day Jhall fall ? 
Where (hall appear that dread fjl judge ? 
Or how may faukcii get refuge i 
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E. Said he, As to thy firft queftioji, 
I can make do dilution, 
Wherefore perturb not thine intent, 
To know the day, hour, or moment ; 
T» God alone the day it known, 
Which never was to angels (hewn : 
Albeit by divers conjectures, 
And principal expoii lures, 
Of Daniel and his prophecy, 
And by the lenience of Elie, 
Which have declared as they can. 
How king is't fince the world began i 
And for to ihew have done their cure, 
Haw long they trull it (hall endure ; 
And ike liow many ages been, 

As in their works it may be ("ten. 
But to declare thef'e que (lions. 
There are divers opiniins, 

Some writers have the world divided 

In fix ages, as been decided. 

Into Fafckulii ttmparum, 

And Chronica chronissravi j 

And by the fentence Elie 

Tie world divided is in three, 

A' cunning mafter Carton, 

™«h made plain expofniyn, 

%w Elie fays witliouten wears, 

Die world (hull hill lis: tliwifand ) ears : 

Of whom I follow the ientc.ice, 

^ed let the oilier books go hence, 

*rom the creation of Adam, 

fwo thou fan d years to Abraham, 

''rem Abraham, by this nitration, 

oChriit his incarnation, 

ight fu hath been two thou land years, 

s by their prophecies appears : 

"oiu Chri!l, as they make to us kei'd. 

Wo thoufjnd yi-'iri tu the world's end, 

he which are by-gone, as I men, 

thhufartd, fix hundred ten, and thirteen, 

fid fo remains to com: but weir, 

hrte huttdrndjUiet-rmn and eighteen New 
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And then the God Omnijwtenr, 
Shall come to his great judgment. 
Chrift fays, the time fhall be made fhort, 
As Matthew plainly doth report, 
That for the worlds iniquity, 
The latter time (hall fhort'ned be ; 
For pleafure of the chofen number, 
That they may pais from care and cumber- 
So by this count it may he kend, 
The world is drawing near an end :. 
For legions are come, no doubt, 
Of AntithrH-s were they fought oa 
And many tokens do appear, 
As after fhonly thou (halt hear 
How that Saint Jerome doth indite, .- 
That he hath read in Hebrew write, 
Of fifteen things in fpecial, 
Before that judgment general : 
Of fome of them I take no cure, 
Which I find not in the fcripture. 
A part of them though 1 declare, 
Fir ft, I will to the lcripture fare : 
Chrift fays* before that day of doom, . 
There (haH be figns in fun and moon ; 
The Caw frail lvcie his beams bright; 
So rhar tin -noon ihall give no light : 
The r^li^e.-v.i; '^rs by mens judgment, 
Shs.li f II ion ii. if the firmament. 

Of ihefe ii.:;ns c-e we further gone, 
Some mor*:ii icnk- ve will expoiie, 
As co Tin ■: g clerks have oft declar'd, 
And have the fan an J moon compar'd, 
The fun to the flare fpiritual, 
The moon to princes temporal. 
Right fo the ftars they do compare, . 
To laick common popular. 
The moon and ftars have no light, 
But the reflex of Phoebus bright ; 
So when the fun of light is dark, 
The moon and ftars mull needs be mirk* 
Highr fo when pallors f pi rituals, * 

Popes, biihopsj and cardAna^ 
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n their beginning (hews great light, 

"he temporal (late was ruled right : 

tut now alas ! it is not fo ; 

Their (b ining lamps been long ago, 

Their radious beams are turnM to reek, 

% or now in earth nothing they feck, 

Except riches and digniry, 

'olio wing their (cnfiraliry. 

Vfany prelates are row r. ignriul ; 

The which no more do unrierflind 

Vhat doth pertain to their cf7ice, 

Han they can kindle tire with ice. 

Vo be to popes, I fay for me, 

That fuffers fuch-enorrr.it/, 

rhat ignorant worldly creatures 

hoold in the church have any cures. 

^0 marvel thought the people Hide, 

Vhen they have blind men to their guide : 

or a prelate that cannot preach, 

for God's law to people teach, 

•fay compares them in his wark, 

*o a dumb dog that cannot bark : 

n'J Chrilr him calleth in his grief, 

foil like a muttherer or th«cf. 

Tie cunning Doctor Augufti'ie, 

wolves and devils doth thein defir.e. 

he canon law doth ihem defVmc, 

Tut of a prelate bears the name, 

nd will not preach the divine laws, 

s the decrees plainly fhaws. 

ut thofe that have authority, 

provide fpiritual dignity, 

ight, if : hey pleated- to take pain, 

lufe them light all their lamps again ; 

it ne'er, alas ! that is not done, 

dark'ned been both fun and moon. 

ere kings lives well declared, 

ic which are to the moon compared, 

?n might coi.fiJer their e^late, 

c»m charity degenerate, 

hink they mould think meikle iham« 

Cbri/i for to take their furna»nt \ 
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They live not like to Chriftians, 

Bnt more like Turks or Pagans. 

Turks contrair Turks make little wear, 

But Chriftian princes take no fear, 

Which fliould agree as brother with brother ; 

But now each one dings down another : 

I know no reafonable caufe wherefore, 

Except pride, covetice, and vain-glore ; 

The emperor moves his ordinance 

Contrair the potent king of France, 

And France right fo with great rigour> 

Contrair his friend the emperor ; 

And right fo France againfr. tngland, 

And England «gainft Sculand, 

And eke the Scots with all their might, 

Do light for to defend their right. 

Between the realms of Albion, 

Where battles have been many one, 

Can be made no affinity, 

Nor yet no confanguinity ! 

Nor by no way they can confider, 

That they may have no peace together : 

I dread thefe wars make no ending, 

Till they be both under one king. 

Though Chriil the fovereign king of grace, 

Left in his teframent love and peace, 

Our kings from war will not refrain, 

Till theie be many a thoufaud (lain : 

Great damage made by fea and land, 

As all the world may underftancl. 

C. Father, I think that temporal kings 
May fight for to defend their reigns j 
For I have feen the fpiritual Mate 
Make war, their rights for to debate. 
I faw Pope Julius manfully, 
Pafs to the field triumphantly, 
With a right awful ordinance, 
Contrair Lewis the king of France ; 
And for to do him moic defpite, 
JHe did his region intcrditc. 

Ji* My fon, fa id he, as I fuppofe, 
That belongs well to our purpofe* 
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*How fun and moon are both denude, 
Of light, as clerks do conclude ; 
Comparing them, as you heard tell, 
To (piritoal (late and temporal . 
And common people have defpaired, 
Which to the (lars have been compared. 
Laick people follow ay their heads, 
And fpecially into their deeds, 
The moil part of religion 
Been turned to abufion. 
What doth avail religious weeds, 
When they are contrair to their deeds* 
What holinefs is there within 
t A wolf clad in a wedder's (kin ? 
So by thefe tokens doth appear, 
The day of judgment draweth near. 

Now let us leave this mortal fenfe, 
Proceeding to our purpofe hence, 
And of this matter (peak no more, 
Beginning where we left before. 
the fcripture fays, after thefe figns, 
Shall be lean many marvellous things, 
Then (hall rife tribulations 
In earth, and great mutations, 
As well here under, as above, 
When power of the heavens (hall move, 
Such cruel wars (hall be ere than, 
Was never fince the world began : 
The which (hall caufe great indigence, 
As dearth hunger and peftilence : 
The horrible lound of the fea, 
The people (hall perturb and flee ; 
Jerome lays, it (hall rife on height 
Above the mountain by mens fight : 
tot it (hall not fpread o'er the land, 
lot like a wall (hall ftraight upftand, 
Then fettle down again (o low, 
That no man (hall the waters know : 
3reat whales (hall rumifh, rout and rair, 
iVhofe found redound (ball in the air, . 
Ill fi(h mou iters marvellous, 
mall cry with f%-ut\d~. odious, 

M 
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That men fhall wither on the eird, 
And weeping wary fhall their wiei d, 
With loud alas, and wail-away, 
That e'er they liv'd to fee that day, 
And fpecially thofe that dwelling be, 
Upon the the coatts of the fea. 
Kight lb, as Jeromie concludes, 
Shall be feen ferlies on the floods.: 
The fea with moving marvelous, 
Shall burn with flimes furious : 
Kight fo fhall burn fountains and flood, 
And herbs and trees ihall fweet like blood 
Fowls fhall fall out of the air, 
Wild beafls to the plain repair, 
And in their manner make their moan, 
Howling with many a grtefly groan. 
The bodies of the dead creatures, 
Appear fhall on their fe pule h res : 
Then fhall both men, women and bairnf, 
Come crying forth of dark caverns, 
Where they for dead were hid before, 
With fighs and fobs, and heart full fore, 
Wandrirg about as rtiy were wood, 
AfFamifhed for fault of food ; 
None may make other comforting, 
Bat double grief and lamenting. 
What may they do but tteep and wonder, 
When they fee rocks frake all afunder, 
Through trembling of earth and quaking, 
•Of forrow then (hall be no flaking. 
Tbey that are living in thofe days, 
May tell of terrible affrays. 
Then riches, retts, and great treafure, 
That time may do thun imail pleafure ; 
But when fuch woaders do appear, 
Men may be fure tint day draws near. 
The juft men fhall pafs. to the glore, 
- Unjuft to pain for evermore. 

C. Father, faid I, we daily read 
An article into our Creed, 
Saying, that Chrifl Omnipotent, 
lato that general judgment, 
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Shall judge both quick and dead alfo i 
Wherefore declare n>e ere 1 go, 
If there fliall any man or wife, 
That day be founded upon lift- ' 

E. bald he, as to thai qtellion, 
I Ifacll make lure rotation : 
The fciipture plainly doth expnne. 
When all tokens are come and gone, 
Yet many an hundred thoMr.nd men. 
That feif-fame day (hall be Hvand, 
Albeit there fhall n» creature. 
Neither of diy nor H"ur he lure : 
Kor Clirill (hall come lb fiiddenly, 
That no man (hall the tirre clpy, 
As it ww in the time of N<ah, 
When God did all the world deflrry ; 
Some in the field fhall be laboring. 
Some in the temple marrying, 
Some before judges making plea, 
And feme men (ailing on the fra : 
Thole th:it be on the field going. 
Shall not return ;• their lodging : 
Who been upon the hoofs above. 
Shall not have lcifuie. to remove. 
Two fhall he in the mill grinding, 
Which lhall he taken without warning. 
The one to everhfling £lore, 
The other loll for evensnre. 
Two fhall be lying; in one be.l, 
The one to plcaltlre fliall be led. 
The other lhall be left alone. 
Weeping with many a grievous grone. 
And lo, my fon, thou may'It well trow, 
• The world fhall be as it u now, 
The people ul.ng bnfincls. 
As holy fciipture doth exprer*. 
Since no man knows the hour or day, 
The (criptitre bids us watcii and pray, 
And for our fins be penitent 
At Chiifl would come incontinent. 

M a 
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Tiie Meaner how Chrifl (hall come to his Tudgi 

WHpN all thofe tokens are broughNto an .end. 
Then fhall the Son of Gcd defend ! 
As fire-flaughts bafHIy glancing, 
Defcend fhall the great heavenly King, 
As Phoebus in the orienjt 
Lightneth in hafte the Occident, 
So pleafantly he fha.ll appear, 
Among the heavenly clouds clear, 
With great power and majeflie, 
Above the country cf Indie $ 
As clerks have concluded haill, 
Direcl above ;he iutty vale 
Ofjofophat, and mount , OH vet, 
All prophecy there ftall.be complect, 
1 he angels of the orders nine> 
Inviron fhall the throne divine, 
With humble adoration, 
-Making him miniftralion : 
In his prefence there fhall be born 
The fign of crofs, and crown of thorn, 
Pilate and nails, fcourges and fpears, 
With every thing that did him dear, 
The time of his grim paflion, 
And for our confolatioir, 
Appear fhall in bis hands and feet, 
And in his fide the print compleat 
Of his five wounds precious* 
Shinning like rubies radious, 
To reprobats confufio.n : . 
And for final conclusion, 
He fitting in his tribunal, 
With great power imp'crial, 
Then mall an angel blow a blaft, 
Which fhall make all the world agaft, 
With hideous voice and vehement, 
' Rife up dead folk, -come to judgment/ 
With that all reafonable creature, 
That ever was formed by nature, 
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Shall fudderity rife up at once. 
Conjuin'd with foul, flefh blood and bones. 
That terrible trumpet, I hear tell, 
Shall be heard in heaven, earth and hell : 
Thole that were drowned in the fea, 
That boiflerons blaft they (hall obey. 
Wherever the body buried was, 
All (hall be found into that place, 
Angela flialT pals in the four airts 
Of earth, and bring them from all part', 
And with an inltant diligence, 
Prefent them to his excellence. 
Saint Jerome thought con tin dally 
On thi* judgment fit ardently j 
He laid, whether 1 eat or drink, 
Or wake, ( r deep, forfooth 1 think. 
That terrible trumpet like a bell, 
So quickly in mine ears doth knell, 
As infrantly as it were prefent : 
* Rife up, dead folk, come ro jndgmenr.' 
If faint Jerome took fuch affray, 
Alas I what lhall we linnera fay. 
All tbofe that (ha I! be found alive. 
Then (hall immortil he belive : 
And in the twinkling of an eye, 
With fire they fhall tranflated be, 
And never for to die again, 
Aj divine fctipture fhowetf) plain : 
As ready both fof pain and glore. 
As they which died long time before, 
tome authors fay, they fhall appe.fr 
In age of three and thirty year. 
Whether they die young or old, 
Whufe great number may not Le told. 
That day lhall not be milt one man, 
Which was born fmce the world bega... 
The angels lhall them fcparate 
A) doth an herd, Iheep from the gnat, 
And thole that be of Belial's band, 
Trembling upon the earth fliall ftand. 
On the left hand* of that great Judgf K 
Hut tfperincc to get refuge t 
M 3 
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But thefe that are predeftinate* 
Shall from the earth be elevate : 
And that mod nappy company, 
Shall ordered be triumphantly, 
At the right hand of Clirill our King, 
High in the air with loud loving. 
Full glorioufly there (hall compear, 
More bright than Phoebus in his fphere. 
The virgin Mary queen of queens, 
With many a thoufand of virgins. 
The fathers of the Old Teftament, 
Which were to God obedient, 
Father Adam (hall them convoy, 
With Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah * 
Abraham with all his faithful warks* 
With all the prudent patriarchs : 
John the Baptift {hall there compear, 
The principal and laft mcuenger, 
Which came hut hal£a year before 
The coming of the king of glore, 
Mofes and fcfais honorable* 
With all true prophets venerable. 
David whh all the faithful kings, ' 
Which virtuoufly did rule their reigns, 
The noble chiftain Jo Cue. 
With gentle Judas Maccabe, 
With many a noble champion. 
Which in their time with great renpwm 
Manfully to their lives end, 
The law of God they did defend. 
With Eve that dayihall be pre fen t, 
The ladies of the Old Te (lament ; 
Deborah, Adam's daughter dear, 
With four rooft lufty ladies clear, 
Which kept were in the ark with Noah. 
Sara. and Keturah with jpy, 
The which to Abraham wives been, 
With good Rebecca there (hall be ft en. 
The prudent wives of lfrael, 
Good Leah, and the fair Rachel, 
With Judith, Hefter and Sufanna, . 
4&$:the right fapient queen Seba,. 



if the MONAK-MCT. 

Chere mall compear Peter and Paul, 

iViih Chrilt lib good difciples all- . 

Laurence and Steven wilh (heir blefl band. 

Of martyrs mo than ten thonfand, 

Gregory, Ambrofc and Augnrtin, 

With confeSitrs, a tiinmpl.ant train i 

Wiih faint Francis and Benedick, 

Saint Bernard, and faint Dominick, 

With rcnall number of monks and friers, 

OfCartnefitei and. Cordelier?, 

That for the love nf Chrilt only, 

Xeoounc'd the world unfeigned I y : 

With Elizabeth and Anna, 

AH good wivei mail compear that day. 

The blefl and holy Magdalen, 

That day before her ("nvereign, 

Right pleafamly he (halt pielVnr, 

All tinners that were penkent, 

Which of their guilt here aflced grace, 

In heaven with her (hall have a plate. 

But wo be to that bailful band, 

Which mail (land low at his left hand j 

wo then to kings and emperors, 

Tint were unrighteous conquerors, 

*'or their glore and particular good, 

(Wd filed To meikle fakelefi .'blond, 

■oth fcepter, crown, and rube royal, 

That day they ihall make count of all, 

And for their cruel tyranny, 

Shall punilht be perpetually. 

• e lord* and barona more and left, 

That your poor tenanu did oppreft, 

"/ great girfttm and double mail, 

More than your lands were avail, 

With fore exorbitant carriage, 

With mercbets of their marriage, 

Tormented both in peace and woar, 

Wiih burdens more they can bear, 

Be tbey have payed to you their mail, 

*.nd to the prielt the tiends bail, 

KnU when the land again is fewn, 

A7,hat refti behind I woutd w«rc kiwwti*. 
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J truft, they and their poor houfehoKY, 
May tell of much hunger and cold, 
Except ye have of them no pity, 
T dread y;,u (hall get no mercy, "" 
That day when Chrifr Omnipotent, » 
Comes to hit general judgment,. 
Wo be to public spprefTbrs, 
To tyrants and to tranfgreflTor*, 
To murtlurers and common thieves; 
Th.it did not mend their great mifebieves,. 
Fornicators and ufiirers, 
Common ppblrc adulterers, 
All perverfe wicked heretics, 
All falfe deceitfirt fchifmaticv 
All fliall be prefent in that place, . 
With many lamentable alas ; 
The curlt Cain that ne'er was good, 
With all (hedders of faktlefs blood; 
Mmrocf the founder of Babylon, . 
With falfe idolaters many one, * 

Ninus the king of AfTyt ia, 
With great dole fhall compear that day, 
Which firft invented imagery, 
Where through came great idolatry, . 
Kor making of that image Belt, 
That day his hire /ha 111 be in hell. 
The great oppreflor Pharoah, 
That tyrant emperor Nero, 
JSball with them curft king Herod brir g, 
With many other cartful king; 
The cruel king Antiochu.% 
With the moft furious Olifermus, 
Great oppreflbrs of Ifrael, 
That day their hire fliall be in hell. 
With Judas fhall compear a clan 
Of falfe traitors to God and man. 
There fliall compear of every land, 
With Ponce'. Pilate a baiJf;»l band 
Of temporal and fyiriiua! flates, 
Kalfe judges with their advocates. 
There /hall our fenators of thtf feflion, 
Of all their faults make clear coYvfeffvovu . 
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There (hall be Teen the fraudful failries, 

With (herritf!, provoft. and uf bailies i 

Officials with (heir con liftnry clerks. 

Shall make count of ilieir wrongous wirki. 

They and their perverfe procmors, 

Oppreflbrs both uf rich and poors. 

Through dilatouis full of falfe deceit, 

Which many one cauVd beg .their meat. 

Great dole that day to judges been, 

That comes not with their ennfcience clean* 

Th« day (lull pa ft by pcremptors 

Without cautel, or dilators ■ 

No iaplicanJum nor Iriplkandum-, 

3nt Otonly pa'fi to fitdtntiandum, 

Without continuation a, 

Or any applications 

Tbtt fentence (hall not be retreated, 

Nor with no man of law debated, 

Ye labourer! of Tea and lands, 

Pcrfeft craftfmen and rich merchants, 

Leire your deceits and crafty wile*,' 

Which filly fimple folk beguiles ; 

Mike recompence here as ye may, 

Remembring on that dreadful day. 

With Mahomet OiaH compear no doubt; 

Of Antichrifts and hideous rout. 

Biihop Annas and Cajaphas, 

With them in company fliail paft. 

Oie Icritei and falle phariGens, 

ffhich wrought on Ch rift great violence, 

Villi many a Turk and Sar.aceo, 

Vith great forrow their lhall be Teen, ' 

'opes with their traditions, 

"ontrair Chrifts inftitutions, 

nth many a cowl and clipped crown, 

Phicb Cbrifts laws hath beaten down i 

Jid would not fuffer for to preach 

"he verity, nor the people teach, 

ut laick men put to great torment, 

/hich ufed Chrift his I eft a merit. 

II ktngt and queens there lhall be kend, 

he which luch hwt do defend. 
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T<; that court (hall come many one 
Of that black byke of Babylon, 
The innocent blood that day (hall cry 
A loud vengeance full piteoufly, 
On thefe cruel bloody butchers 
Of martyrs, prophe s and preachers r 
Some with the fire, fome with the fwortf, 
Wh c'i plainly preached God his word, 
That day they fhall rewarded be, 
Conform to their iniquity* 
The Sodomites and Gamoirhance, 
~ On whom God wrought fo great vengeance, 
With Corah, Dathan and Abiron, 
With their aflifraots manv one : 
'\ he holy fc ipturcs will ihce tell, 
How they fank down all to the hell. 
With Simon Magus (hall refort, 
Of proud prieils a lhameful fort, 
The felf-fame day there (hall be feen, 
Many a cruel careful queen ; 
Queen Semii amis king Ninus' wife, 
A tyger full of (turt and ftrife, 
Together with queen Jezebal, 
Which was covetous and cruel. 
The fafe deceitful Delila, 
With cruel queen Clytemneftra, 
The which did murder in the night, 
Agamemnon both wife and -wight, 
The which was her fovereign lord,. 
A? Greek (lories do record r 
With cruel queens many one; 
Which longfome were for to expone. 

Ye wanton ladies and burgef? wivet, 
That now for fideft tails (hives. 
Flapping the filth among your feet', 
Railing the duft in the ftreet, 
That day for all your pomp and pride, 
Your tails (hall not your hips hide, 
Thefe vanities ye fliall repent, 
Unlefs that ye be penitent. 
Which Pythoniffa, ! hear tell, 
Which raifed the fp'irit of Samu^ 



"bat day with h«r Uiere (hall refer t. 
f rank witches a forrowful fort, 
rought from all part many a mile, 
rum savoy, Aiholand Argylc, 
,id from Ilie rynds of Galloway. 
Tiih a woful wail-away. 
Ye brethren nf religion, 
. time leave your aDufion, 
Tith which yc have the world abufed, 
r ye that day lhall be rtfuftil. 
(peak to you all in general, 
or to one order fpecial ■ 
hat day all creatures (hall ken, 
' ye were faints or worldly men, 
>r if ye took the thapelry, 
hat ye might live moft pleafanily, 
iid get good Urge portion, 
r for a p odly devotion, 
hat day your feigned fanctitudes, 
tall not be known by your hoods : 
onr (uperdirious ceremonies, 
articipate with idolatries. 
i-rti, culled Ihoei, nor clipped ltca.l, 
hat day lhall (land you in no (lead : 
or cowls black, gray, nor begard, 
e lhall that day get your reward. 
our polite palmed flattery, 
our diflimiilatc hypocrify, 
bat day they (hall be clearly known, 
fhen they Dull reap as they have town. 
herefurc in lime be penitent, 
T elfe that day ye (hall be ffienr ; 
pray you heartily, as I may, 
-e member. on that dreadful day. 
* abbots, priors, or priorefs, 
onfider what ye do nrofels ; 
nd how that your promotion 
'm nothing for deration, 
Ut to obtain the abbacy, 
e made your vow of chattily, 
M" poverty and obedience : 
"herefore renwrd yenr confcicnce. 
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How thefe three vows been obferveJ, ' 
And what reward hath beenrtfefefved. 
Wherefore repent whife ye have fpace, 
Since God is liberal of his grace. 

C. Father, faid I, declare' to me, 
Where (hall our prelates ordered be, 
Which now are in- the world livand I 
Wi^h whom (hall come that fpiritual bandf 
E. Said he, as faint Bernard defcrives, 
Except that they amend their lives, 
And leave their wanton vicious warki,' 
Not with the prophets, nor patriarchs, 
Nor with the martyrs and confeflbrs, 
The which of Chrift were true preachers. 
Their predeceflbrs Peter and Paul, 
That day will them mifknow at all : 
So (kail they not, I fay for me, 
With the ApolUes ordered be : 
1 truft they will dwell on the border 
Of hell, where there fhall be no order, 
Knlopg the flood of Phlegeton, 
Or on the brays of Acheron, 
Cryjng on Charon 1 conclude, 
To ferry them o'er that furious flood, 
To eternal confufion, 
Except they leave their abufion. 
I trult, thefe prelates more and lefs, 
Shall make clear count of their riches, 
That dreadful day with hearts full fore, 
And what fervice they did- therefore,, 
The princely pomp, or apparel 
Of pope, bifliop, or cardinal, 
Their royal rents and dignitie, 
That day fhall not regarded be. 
There fhall no tails, as I hear fay, 
Of bifhops be born up that day ; 
Come they not with their conference clean, 
On them great forrow fhall be feen, 
Except that they their lives amend 
In time, and fo 1 make an end. 
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The manner how Chrtft fhall give his Xentence. 

WHEN all tbefe' congregations 
Are brought out of all nations, 

Which Jhall be without procefs 

Though I have made fo lung digrefs : 

for in rhe twinkling of an eye, 

All mankind /hill prefented be, 

Before that king's excellence s 

Then fliortly (hall be given fentente: 

Firlr, faying to that hleffed band, 

Which ordered be at his right hand, 

" Come with ray father's -benediction, 

And receive your pofleflion, 

Which was for you preordinate 

Before the world was firft create ; 
When 1 was hungry, ye me fed, 
When I was naked ye me cled ; 
Oft times ye gave me barbery, 
And gave me drink when I was dry ; 
And vifit me with minds meek, 
When I was prifoner and fick ■, 
'a fll fuch tribulation, 
<"e gave me confolation." 
Then (hall they fay O potent King, 
When Taw we thee defire fuch thing i 
We never fawtbine excellence 
•abdued to fuch indigence. 
*et Iball he fay, 1 you allure, 
Whene'er ye did receive the poor 
bd for my fakatraade them lupplie, 
Hm gift doubtlefs ye gave to roe ; 
therefore (halt now begin your gU re, 
Fhtch fhall endure for evermore. 
"hen (hall he look on his left hand 
.ad 'ay nnto that hateful band^. 
1 Pafs with my malediction, 
'o eternal affliction, 
i company with fiends fell, 
i everhlting fie of hell. 

N _ "« 
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Wherfl ftood naked at your jjate, 
Hungry and^thirfty, cold ano^et, 
Right feeble, fick, and like to die, 
I never got of you fupply ; 
And when I lay in prifon ftrong, 
Of you I might have lien full long, 

Slthout your confolation, 
r any fupportation." .' * 
Trembling for dread, then (hall they fay, 
With many a hideous harmefy * 
Alas ! good Lord, when faw we thee 
Subject to fuch neceffity \ 
When faw we thee come to our door, 
Hungry and thirfty, naked and poor ? 
When faw we thee in prifon Iy, 
Or tnee refufed harbery I 
Then (hall that mofr precellent King, 
To thefe wretches make anfwering ; 
That time when ye refus'd the poor, 
Which needful jcryed at your door, 
And of your Superfluity, 
For my fake, made them no fupply ; 
Refilling them, yet me refufed, 
With wretched nefs, fo.ye were abufed : 
Therefore ye mail have to your hire, 
The everlafting burning fire, % 
Without grace, peace or comforting. 
Then ihall they cry full fore weeping * 
That we were made, alas! good Lord ; 
Alas! is there no mifericord? 
But thus witboutten hope of grace, 
Tyne prefence of that pleafant face, 
Alas ! for us it bad been good, 
W e had be^en fmored in our cood.^ 
Then with a rear the earth Ihall rive, 
And fwallow them both man and wile. 
Then fhall thefe creatures forlorn, 
Wary the hour that they were born, 
With many a hideous cry and yell, 
From time they feel the flames fell, 
Upon their tender bodies bite, 
Whole torment fliallbe infinite 



earth (hall clofe, and from their right- 
token be all kind of light, 
e Jhall be howling arlfl weeping, 
out hope of comforting. 
it intolerable pain, 
.ally they fltlll remain, 
Liig in furious flames ted, 
dying bat never dead ; 
the Iraall minute of an hour, 
tem (hail be fo great dolour, 

fliall think they have done remain,- 
uifand yean into that pain. 

1 tremble to hear tell, 

terrible tormenting of hellt 

painful pity for to deplore, 
h moll endure for evermore. 

ihail tlide glorified creaturei, 
mirth and infinite pleafures, 
oyed with joy angelical, 
to the heavqni imperial, 

Chrift Jems our Sovereign King, - 
>re everlaftingly to reign ; 
an which paileth the *ngiae, 
tboufand part for to define, 
aerly to the leaft pleafure 
rdinate for one creature, 
i (hall a fire, ai clerks fain, 
: all the hills and valley i plain, 
i earth up to the heavens empire, 
tall renew'd be by that fire, 
ug all thing! material, 
r the heav n_s imperial : 
earth and water, -fire and air, 
be more perfect made and fair, 
which before had mixed been, 
then be purified and made clean. - 
earth like cryftal (hall be clear, 
every planet in his fphere, 
red withoutten more moving, 

(tarry heaven and cryftalin. 

fir ft and bigheft heavens moveable. 

ftand but turnings, firin*and-iWb\c l A 
N a 
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The fun into the orient, 
Will (land and in the Occident 
~lteft /ball the mooo, and be more clear 
Than now is Phoebus in his-fphere : 
And eke the lantern of the heaven, 
Shall give more light by degrees feven. 
Than it gave fmce the world began t 
The heavens renewed fhall be then, 
Kight fo the earth with fuch. device, 
Compared to the heavenly paradife : 
So heaven and earth fhall he all one, 
As meaneth the apoftle John. 
The great Tea fhall no more appear, 
But like a cryftal pure and clear, 
Paffing imagination 
Of man, to make narration 
Of glore, which God hath done prepare 
To every one which cometh there : 
The which with ears, nor yet with eem 
Of men may not be heard nor feeni 
With heart it is unthinkable. 
And with tongue unpronounceable t 
Whofe pltafures fhall be to perfite, 
Having in God fo great delight. 
The fpace now of athoufand year, 
That time fhall not an hour appear ; 
Which cannot comprehended be, 
Till we that pleaiant fight (hall fee. 
When Paul was raviuYdin the fpYit 
To the third heaven of glore repeat i 
He fays, the fecrets which he faw 
They were not lawful for to fhaw 
T& no man on earth livand : 
Wherefore prefs not to understand, 
Albeit thereto thou halt ddire, 
The fecrets of 'the heavens empire 
The more men look on Phoebu; bright* 
The more feeble fhall be their fight 
Right fo let no man fet his cure 
To feek the high divine nature ; 
The more men frudy, I fuppofc, 
S/iaJj be the more from t\\cir puvpofe* 
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Tolcnow whereto mould men intend, 

Which angels cannot comprehend ? '. 

Bat after this great judgement, 

All things to us (hall be patent. 

Let ns with Paurpur minds addrefs, 

He being full of heavinefs, 

Full humbly he teaeheth us 

Not foivto be, too curious : 

Albeit men be of great ingine, 

To feek the Ugh fecrets divine, ' 

Whofe judgments are unfearchablc, - 

His ways firange and inveftigable, 

That is to fay, pad our findi-ig, 

Of whom no man can find ending* 

It fufficeth us for to implore, N 

Great God to bring us to his glore. * 

Of certain pleafure of the glorified Bodie*. 

SINCE their is none in earth may comprehend 
. The heavenly glore and wifdom infinite z 
Wherefore, my fon, Lpray thee not pretend 
Too far to feek that matter of delight. 
Which pafFcth natural reafon to endite. 
That God before that he the world create, 
Prepared to them which are predeftinate. 

All mortal men fhall be made immortal; 
That is to fay,, never to die again ; 
Impoilible, and fo ccleftial, 
That fire nor fword ,may do to them no pain, 
Nor heat, nor cold, nor froft, nor wind, nor rain,- 
Though fuch things were may do to them no dear, 
Thefe creatures right fo (hall they be as clear, 

As flaming Phoebus in his mahfion, 
Confideriag then if there fhall be great light 
When every one into his region 
Shall fhine like to the fun and be as bright 
Let us with Paul defire to fee that fighu 
To be diflblv'd Paul had a great defire, _ } 

With Chrift to be into the heaven's empire.. * j 

And moreover* as clerks can defcxVre, 

N 3 * w 
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Thefe marvellous lights they been irxom parable - 
Among the reft, in all their fenfes f\ve f 
They* {hail have fenfual pleafupe delegable, 
The heavenly found which fhall be inenarrable, 
Into their ears continually {hall ring, 
And eke the fight of Chrift fefus our King.. > 
Into this triumphant throne imperial, 
With his mother the Virgin Queen of queens, 
There {hall be feen the court celeftial, 
Apofiles, martyrs, confefll rs and virgins, 
Brighter than Phoebus, in his fphere that mines, 
The patriarchs and prophets venerable, 
There {hall be ft en in glore ineftimable. 

And with their fpiritual eyes {hall be feen, 
Xbat fight which is raoft fuperexceilent, 
God as he is, and evermore hath been, 
Continually that fight contemj land. 
Augufiln faith, He'd rather take in hand 
To be in hell, he feeing the EflTence 
Of God, than be in heaven without his pretence. 

Who feeing God in his Diviaity, 
He feeth in him all other pleafant things, 
The which with tongue cannot pronounced be : 
What pleafure been to fee the King of kings ! 
The greateft pain the damned folk down thiingi, 
And to the devil's punjtion, 
It is of God to lack fruition. 

And moreover they {hall feel fuch a fmell, 
Surmounting far the flv$yr of earthly flowers, 
And in their mouth a-taftey as I hear tell, 
Of fweer and fupernatural fa pour ; 
Alas they (hall fee the heavenly bright colour*, 
Shining among thefe creatures divine, 
Which to dejerive tranfeendeth man's ingine. ' 

And eke they {hall have fuch agility, 
In one inftar.t to pafs for their pleafure. 
Ten thoufand miles in twinkling of an eyc ? ~ 
So that thtir j ys-fhall be without meafufe ; 
They {hall rejoice to fee the great dolour 
Of damned folk in hell, and their torment, 
Becaufe j> is of Go:l the \u(l judgment • 
Sub t tin y ihcy i>..il have marvtWovn 
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Suppofing that there was a wall of brafs, 

A gloriojis body may tight haltrly, 

Out through the wall without impediment pafs, 

Such like as doth the fun beams out through glafs 

As Chrift to hi* difciple* dkl appear, 

All cntrefi clofs, and none of them did (leer* 

Albeit-in heaven though every creature 
Have not alike felicity and glore, 
Yet every one (hall have fo great pleafure, 
And fd content, that they delire no more : 
Tp have more joy they (hall no more implore, 
But they fhall all be fatisfy'd and coinent, 
Irike to this fude^ example fubfequent. 

Take a crow at, a pint-ftoup, and a quart, 
A gallon pitcher, a punfion, and a tun, 
Of wine, or balm, give every one his part, 
And fill them full till they be over-ran. 
The little crowat, in companion, 
Shall be fo full, that it can hold no more. 

Of fuch measures, though they were twenty fcore. 
Into the tun or in the punlion, 

So that thefe vefTtls in one quantity 

May hold no more, except they over-run, 

Yet have they not alike in quantity : 

So by *his rude example thou may'll fee, 

Though every man be not alike in glore, * - 

Are fatisfy'd that they defire no mere. 

Though prefently by God his purveyance, 

Both beads, and fowls, and fifties in the fea, 

Are necefTary for man's fuftenance, 

With corns,, herbs, flower*, and fruitful trees, 

Then (ball there be no commodities ; 

The earth (hall bear no plant, nor botft brutal ; 

But as heavens {hall be clear like chryfral, 
fiuppofe fome be on earth walking here down, 

Or high above whene'er they pleafe to go, 

Of God they have ay clear fruition, 

Both eaft and wed, up f down, or to and fro : 

Clerks have 'declared pleafures many mo, 

Which doth trafcend all mortal man's engirfe, 

The thotifand pstrt of thofe pleafures -dVfY&e. 
lato the Iieajren they (hall per£e&Yj Yuuro 



14S „ The fturth Buk 

Their te'ndi-r friends, their father, and their mother, 

Their predeccflbrs whom they never faw : 

Their fpoufes, children, their fitter and their brothers ^ 

And e very one (hall have fuch love to other, . 

Of ethers glqre, ant 1 yy they. ftii*l! rejoice, 

As of their own, as cleiks do fuppofc. 

Then fell be fetn the bright jeiufalem, 
Which John faw in his revelation 
We mortal men # alas ! are il-r^ to blame, 
1 hat will not have conf:dtr«tio.M, 
And a continual contemplation, 
With hot defire to come unto that glore, 
'„ Which plealure flu.ii ensure for eveiroore. 
O Lord our God, and King^)mnipotent, 
Which knew ei 5 thou the heavens and earth crtfrte, 
Who would to 'thee be difobedient, 
And do deferve for to be reprobate t 
Thou knowft the number oCpredeftinate, 
Whom thou didlt call, and haft them juftified, . 
And (hall in heaven with thee be glorified. 

Grant us to be, Lord, of that chofen fort, 
Which of thy mercy fuperexcellent. 
Didft ptirify, as fcripture doth report, 
With the blood of that holy innocent, 
Jefus, which made himfelf obedient 
Unto the death, and ftarved on the rood : 
Let us, O Lord, be purged with that blood. 

All creatures that fcver God created, ' 

As writteth Paut, they wifh to fee that day. 
When the children of God predeftinated, 
Shall do appear in their new frefh array, * 

When corruption fhall be cleans*d quite away,. 
And changM fhall be their mortal quality, 
In the great glore 8f immortality. 

And moreover all things corporal. 
Under the concave of the heavens empire, 
That now to labour fubject are and thrall ; 
Sun, moon and ftars, earth, water, air and firk- 
in a manner they have a hot defire, 
W idling that dry 1 , that they may be at reft, 
As Eralmus expoundeth manifeft. 

We &e the great gjobc of \Y« fataamtift 



Continually in moving marvellous : 
The fcvcn planets contrary their intent* 
Are reft about with courfe contrarious. 
The wind and Tea with dorms furious, 
The troubled air, with froft and fnow, and raiflj 
Until that day, they travel ay in pain*. 
And all the angels of the order nine, 
Have companion on our miferies, 
They wii}i after that day, and to that fine 
To fee us freed from our infirmities, 
And cleanfed from thefe great calamities, 
And troublous life which never (hall have end 
Until that day, I make it to thee kend. 

An exhortation given by Father ExrtRHfcci, unto hit 

Son the Couarsovft. 

Vf Y fon, now mark well in thy memory, 

■*•** Of this falfe world the troubles tranfitory, 

"Whofe dreadful days do now draw near an end t 

Then call on God to be thine adjutory, 

And every day my fon, memento mors : 

Thou* wot'ft not when or where that thou (Jialt wend, 

Here to remain, I pray thee not to pretend. 

And flnce thou knowft the time is very fhort, 

In Ghrift his blood fet ail thy whole comfort. 

Be not fo much lift up in temporal things, 
Since thou perceived pope, emperor nor kings 
Into the earth have no place permanent t 
Thou feed that death them dolefully down thrings, 
And reaves them from their rents, richca'and reigns I 
Therefore on Chrjft confirm they whole inrent | 
And of thy calling be right well content : 
Then God that feedeth the fowls of the air, 
All needful things for thee he (hall prepare* 

Confider in thy contemplation, 
Ay fince the world's firfl creation, 
Mankind hath f offered this mifcry mortal : 
Ay tormented with tribulation, 
With dolour, dread aod defolarion ; 
Gentiles, and thofen people of Ifraef, 
To tin* unhap are all fubjeft and il\T*\V\ 



Which mifery no doubt (hall ever endure 

Till the laft day, therefore, my fon, be fure. 

That day, as 1 have. made narration, 

Shall be the day of confolation,- 

To all the children, of the chofen number : 

There ended (hall be their defolatiori. 

And eke 1 make thee Amplication, 

In earthly matters take thee no more cumber. 

Dread not to die, for death is but a (lumber ; 

Live a juft life, and with a joyous heart, 

And of thy goods take ple&lantly thy pact* 

Of our talking now let us make an end : 
Behold how Phoebus downward doth defcend, 
Toward his place in the Occident: 
Dame Cynthia, 1 fee, (he doth pretend, 
Into her wat'ry region to afcend; ' 
With vifage pale into the orient. 
The dew now dpnks, the rofei redolent 
The mary -golds that all day were rejoiced. 
Of Phoebus' heat, now craftily are doled. 

The blifsful birds are bowing to their trees* 
Andteafeth from their heavenly harmonies. 
The corn-craiks in the craft 1 hear her cry ; 
The bat, the howlet, feeble of their eyes, 
For their paftime now in the evening flies 
The nightingale with mirthful melody, 
Her natural notes do pierce up thro 9 the fky, 
To Cynthia making her obfervancc, 
Which on the night doth take her daliance, 

I fee Pole Arctick in the north appear, 
And Venus rifing with her beams clear, 
Wherefore, my fon, I hold it time to go. 
Would God, (aid I, yon did remain all year, 
That I might of your heavenly leflbn lear ; 
Of your departing 1 am very wo. 
Take patience, (aid he, it muft be fo ; 
Perchance 1 (hall return with diligence/ 
Thus 1 r.Vparted from Experience. . 

And Iped me home with heart flghing full fo 
And entered in my quiet oratore : / 

And took paper, and there began to write. 
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ffiifcry, as yon have heard before. 
,entle readers heartily I implore, 
10 excufe my rural rude Indite : 
igh Pharifeei would have me at defpite, 
co would not that their eraftiners were kend, 
God be Judge, and To I make an end. 
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The TESTAMENT and COMPLAINT 

Of our Sovereign Lord King JAMES the Fifth bii 
PAPINGO, lying iore wounded, and may not 
die, till every ma^n have heard what (he fayt. Where* 
fore gentle Readers hafte you, that fhe may be pot 
out of pain. Compiled by Sir DAVID L1NDSAT 
of the Mount, Knight, alias, Lion King of Arm*. 

Liwer p*ft fata quiefcit. 

The PROLOGUE. 

LTHOUGH I had engine angelical, 
With fapience more than Solomonica), 
I wot not what matter put in memory • 
The poets old in (tile heroicaJ, 

In brief and fubtile terms rhetorical. 

Of every matter, tragedy and ftory, 

Sb ornately to their high land and glory, 

Have done infinite, whofe fupream fapience 

Tranfcendeth far my dull intelligence. 
Qf poets now into our vulgar tongue, 

For why, the bell of rhetorick been rung 

By Chaucher, Gower, Ligat laureat, 

Who dare prefume thefe poets to impugn, 

Whofe fweet fenttnce thro' Albion been fung ? 

Or who can now the works counterfeit, 

Of Kennedy, with terms aureat, 

Of wife Dunbar who language had <at large, 

As may be feea into his golden targe I 
Qaintin, Mercer, Roul, Henderfon, Hay and Holland, 
Though they be dead, their \Vreiaxe>ta*x&\ 




Winch to reheaiTe mikes readers to rejoice, 
Alas! for once that lamp was in this land, 
Of eloquence the flowing balmy ftrand t 
And in our Englilh rhetorick the rofe, 
At of rabies the carbuncle is chofe. 
And as Pbcebu* doth Cynthia precel, 
So Gawn Douglafi bifliop of Dunkel, 

Had, when be was into this land alive, 
Above vulgar poets prerogative, 
Both in praclick ('peculation, 
1% no more, good readers may defciive 
Hit worthy works, in numbers mo than five ; 
And fpecially the true tranflation, 
Of Virgil, which been confolatton 
To canning men, to know his great engine 
Ai well in natural fcience, » divine. 

And in the court been piefent in thefe daj>s, 
ih at ballads, brieves, luflily and lays, 
Which to our prince daily they do prefent j 
Who c^i Jay more than Sir James Engliftt fays, 
.In ballads, fairies, and in pleafant plays i 
But Cnlrofs hath hii pen made impotent ; 
Rid in cunning and practick right prudent) 
And Stewart who deliret a (lately (tile, 
fall ornate works daily doth compile. 
. Stewart of Lorn will carp molt curioulty, 
palbraith, Kinloch, when they lilt iheni apply, 
'Mo that art are crafty of ingine i 
But now of late is (tart up haftily 
A cunning clerk whicli writteth craftily, 
A plant of poets called Ballentine, 
Whofe ornat writs my wits cannot define.; 
Get he Into the court authority. 
He will precel Quintine and Kennedy. 

So though 1 had ingine, as I have none, 
I know not what to write, by fweet St Jobs; 
For why in all the earth of eloquence 
Is nothing left, but barren (lock and ft one, 
The polite terms are pulled every one, 
By thefe fiirnamed poets of prudence : 
And fince 1 find none other true ientcn«e. 



4 The Complaint 

I (hall declare ere I depart you fro. 
The complaint of a wounded Papingo. 

Wherefore becaufe my matter is but rude, : 
Offentence and of rhetorkk denude, 
To rural folk my writing is directed, 
Far fleemed from the fight of men of good ; 
For cunning men 1 know will foon conclude, 
It nothing dowes, but for to be dejected ; 
And when 1 hear my matter is detra&ed, 
Then (hall I fwear, I made it but in mowes, 
To land wart laflet that milk the ktne and ewes. 

The complaint of the Pafinoo, 

'-■.' ■■-■ . . ' 

y 

WHO climbs too high, perforce bis foot muft i 
Expream 1 (hall tbee by experience, 
If that thou pleafe to hear a piteous tale, 
How a fair bird by fatal violence, 
Devoured was and might not make defence 
Contrair the death, fo failed natural Itrength, 
As after I (hall (how you at more length. ' 

A Papingo, right pleafant and perfite, 
Prefented was to our molt noble king, 
Of whom his grace a long time had delight, f 
More fair in form, I wot, flew ne'er on wing, 
This proper bird he gave in governing 
To me, which was his (imple ferviture, 
To which I did my diligence and cure. 

To learn her language artificial, 
To play platfoot, and whiftel, foot before : ^ 
But of her inclination natural, 
She counterfeit all fowls lefs ancf more: 
Of her courage (he would without my lore, 
Sing like the merl, and crow like the cock, 
Pew like the gled, chant like the laverock. 

Bark like a.dog, and keckle like a kae, 
Bleat like an hog, and buller like a bull, 
Gail Hke a gouk, and weep when (he was wae: 
Climb on a cord, and laugh and play the fool," 
She might have been a menftrel againft yool. 
7 his blefled lird was to me fo ^Vtafcox, 
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Where'er I fnre, I bare her on mine hind. 

And fo befel upon a mirthful morrow, 
Into my garth I paft me to repofe. 
This bird and 1, as we were wont heforrow, 
Among the flowers fielh, fragrant and formofer 
My vital fpirits duly did rejoice, 
"When Phcebus rofe, and rave the clouds fable, 
Through brighrnefs of his beam' amiable. 

Without vapour si well puriheate. 
The temperate air, Toft, fbber and ferene ; 
The earth by nature fo edificate, 
With wholefbme herb;, blue, white, red and gr*tn> 
Which elevate my fpirit from the fplcen. 
That day Saturn and Mars ditrft not appear, 
Nor Eole from hi* cave he dorfi not (tear. 

Thar day perforce behoved to bi fair, 
By influence and couiTe celeftial, 
No planet prefs'd for to perturb the air* 
For Mecury, by moving natural, 
Exalted was into the throne triumphal 
Of bis manfion into the fifteen gree 
In his own foveieign fign of Virginia. 

That day did Phcebus pleafantly depart 
From Gemini and entered into Cancer ; 
That day Cupido did extend his dart ; 
Venus that day conjoin'd wiah Jupiter. 
That day Neptune hid him like a fltar r 
That day dame nature with great bui'meig,. 
Furthered Flora to (how her craftmefs. 

And retrograde was Mars in Capricorn, 
And Cynthia in Sagittar a flea fed ; 
That day came Ceres, goddefs of the corn,. 
Full joyfully John-upon-land ihe pleafed ; 
The bad afptct of Saturn was appeafed 
That day by Juno, of Jupiter the joy, 
Perturbing fpirits catiQng to hold coy: 

The found of birds farm minting all the Ikies,. 
With melody of notea mufical, 
The balmy drop nf dew, Titan updries, 
Hanging upon the tender twills fmall, 
The heavenly hue and found angelical, 

3 ■' «* 
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Such perfect pleafuret printed in mine heart, 

That with great pain from them I mjght dep rt. 

So (lill among thefe herbs amiable, 

I did remain a (pace for my paftance* 

But worldly pleafure is fo variable, 

Mixed with forrow, dread, and inconftance, 

That there is no com pari lance ; 

Sc* might I fay, mv (hort folace, alas ! 

Was driven to dolour in a little fpace. 

For in that atrth among the fragrant flowers, 

Walking alone, nope but my bird and I : 

Unto the time that I had faid mine hours, 

This bird 1 let upon a branch me by, 

But (he began to fpeak right fpeedily, 

And in that tree did fo highly afcend, 
That by no way I might her apprehend. 

Sweet bird, faid I, beware, mount not too high, 
Return in time, perchance thy feet may failie, 
Thou art right fat, and not well us'd to flie : 
The greedy gled, 1 dread (he thee a (failie. 
I will, faid (he, vailyie quod vailyie, 

Jt is my kind to climb ay to the bight, 

Of feather and bone, I wot well 1 am wight. 

Soon on the higher! little tender twift, 
With wings difplayM, (he fat full wantonly : 
But Boreas blew a blaft ere e'er (he wifl, 
Which brake the branch, and blew her fuddenly 
Down to the ground with many a careful cry, 
Upon a (rob, (he lighted on her brcafr, 
The blood ruiht out, and die cried for a priefr. 
God wot, if then my heart was wo begone, 
To fee that fowl flighter among the flowrs, 
Which with great mourning 'gan to make her moan 
Now coming are, (aid (he, the fatal hours 
Of bitter death now mud I thole the (how'rs 
O Dame Nature, I pray thee of thy grace, 
Lend me lcifure to fpeak a little fpace. 

For to complain my fate unfortunate, 
And to difpone my goods ere I depart, 
Since of all comfort I am defolate, 
Alone,- except the death here with his dart, 
With awful cbear, ready lo pierce mvcve teasw 

I 
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vith that word fhe took a paffion, 
flately fell, and fwappcd into fwoon. 
Ich fbrry heart pierc'd with companion, 
alt tears diftilKng from mine cen, 
?ar that birds lamentation, 
approach under an haw -thorn £reen, 
e I might hear and fee, and not be feen : 
vhcn this bird had fwooned twice or thrice, 
•gan to fpeak, faying on this wife : 
falfe fortune, why haft thou me beguiPd * 
lay at morn, who knew tkis careful c»fe, 
hope, through thee my reafon was exiPd, 
g fuch truft into thy feigned face : 
e'er I was brought to the com :, alas ! 
in foreft flown among my feers, 
it full we41 have lived many years, 
ident counfel, alas ! 1 did refnfe, 
ft reafon ufing mine appetite": 
ion did fo mine heart abufe, 
Eolus at me had great defpite, 
of me have matter to indite ; 
i clamb fo high, and wo is me therefore, 
oubting that the death fhonld me devore. 
is day at morn my form and feathers fair, 
* the proud peacock was precelling; 
iow a cative cation full of care, ' 

lg in blood down from heart diftilling, 
n mine ears the bell of death is knelling* 
•rid fo falfe, and changeable felicity, 
: thy pride, avarice, and immnndicity. 
the I fee nothing is permanent, 
y fhort folace, forrow is the end : 
falfe mfortunate gifts been to us lent, 
day full proud, the morn nothing to fpend. 
/c that do pretend ay to afcen'd, 
ital end have in' remembrance, 
/ou defend from this unhappy chance* 
lerefore that 1 was ftricken in exalite, 
rough a ftrong imagination; 
appeared in my fantafie, 
rd this doient lamentation ; * 
dulled into defolation. 
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Methought this bird did brive in her mauler 
Her counfel to the king, as you fhall hear. 

The firft Epiflle of the Papingo, directed to EL 

James the fifth. 

PREPOTENT prince, peerJefs in pulchritode 
Glore, honor, laud, triumph, and viftory 
Be unto thine, high excellent celfitude, 
With martial deeds condign of memory. 
Since Atropos con fumed have my glory ,. 
And dolent death, alas ! mult us depart, 
I leave to thee my true unfeigned heart. 

Together with this fchedul fubfequent, 
With mod reverent recommendation : 
I grant thy grace gets many document,. 
By famous fathers predication : 
With many notable narration, , 

By pleafant poets in (tile heroical, 
How thou ftiouldft guide thy feat imperial* 

Some do deplore the great calamities. 
Of divers realms the traufmutation, 
Some piteoufly do treat of tragedies, 
All for the Grace's information : 
So I intend but adulation, 
Into my barren ruftical indite, 
Among the reft, Sir, fomething for to write* 

Sovereign convince this fimple fimilitude, 
Of officers ferving the feneyorie : 
Who guides them well, get at thy grace great good; 
Who are unjuft, degraded are of glory, 
And cancellate out of thy memory : 
Providing them more pleafant in their place : 
Believe right fo God (hall do with thy grace* 

Coniider well, thou be bfficiar, 
And a vaflal cf that King incomparable : 
Prefs thou to pleaie that puiflant Prince perclare 
Thy rich reward (hall be ineftimable. 
Exalted high in glore interminable. 
Above archangels, vertioos poteftars, 
Pleafantly placed among the principates. " 
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O fthy virtue poets perpetually '. 
Shall make mention until tbe world be ended i 
If thou exerce thiae office prudently, 
|n heav'n and earth thy grace (hall be commended : 
Wherefore effear that he be not offended, 
Who hath exalted thee to fuch honor, 
Of his people to be the governor. 

And in the earth hath nude fuch ordinance. 
Under thy feet all things ten eft rial, 
Are Cubjecl to thy pleasure and pa ft i nee | 
Both fowla and fifties, and beafti paftoral i 
Men to thy fervlce, and women they are thral t 
Hawking, hunting, arms, and lawful amour, 
Preordinate by God fur thy pleal'ure cotnpleat. 

Mailers of mufie to retreat thy fpirit, 
With daunted voice, and pleafant instrument : 
Thus mayft thou be of all pleafures, 
If in thine office thou be diligent : 
But be thou found flnthful and negligent, 
J0r unjuft in thine execution 
Thou ihall not fa<l divine punition. 

Wherefore fine* thou halt fuch capacity 
To learn to play fo pleafantly and ting. 
Hide horle, run fpear, with great audacity, 
Shoot with band-bow, crof«-bow ( and cnlvenng, 
Among the rcit, Sir, leam to be a king t 
Kyth on that craft thy pregnant frelh ingine. 
Granted to thee fay influence divine. 

And face the definition of a king, 
I* for to have of people goverauce, 
Add re Is the firrt above all other thing, 
To put thy body to fuch ordinance, 
That thy vertue thine honor may advance : 
for how (ball princes govern their regions 
That cannot duly guide their own per funs ? 

And if thy grace wonld live right pleafantly, 
Call thy council, and caft on them thy cure ; 
Their juft decrees defer- d and fortify i 
Without good counfel may no prince long endure t 
Work with counfel then lliali thy work-be lure. 
Chufe thy council of the molt {anient. 
Without regard to blood rictaei or «n\, 
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mong all other paftime and pleafure, 
Now in thine adolefcent years young, 
Would thou each day ftudy but half an hour 
The regimen t of princely governing, 
To thy people it were a pleafant thing, 
There mightft thoo find thine own vocation- 
How thou (hou'dit ufe the fcepter, fword and crown** 

The chronicles to konw, I thee exort, 
Which may be mirror to thy majefty : 
There thou fhalt find both good and ill report, 
Of every prince after his quality : 
Tho' they be dead, yet their works (hall not die, 
Truft well thou wilt be (riled in that ftory, 
As thou deferves to be put in memory. 

Requefr that Hoy which was rent on the rood 
Thee to defend from deeds of defame, 
That no poctTeport of thee but good. 
For princes days, endure but as a dream : 
Since fir It ki<>g Fergus bare a diadem, 
Thou art the laft king of five! core and five, 
And all«re dead, and none but thee alive. , 

Of whofe number fifty and five were (lain, . 
And mod part of their own mi (governance : 
Wherefore I thee befeech, my i'ovtreign, 
Confider of their lives the circumflance ; 
And when thou know ft the caufe of their mifchancc 
On virtue then exalt thyfelf on high, 
Trufting on God t'efcape that deftiny. 

Treat each true baron as he were thy brother, 
Which muft at need thee and thy realm defend ; 
When fuddenly one doth opprefs another, 
Let juftice mixt wiih mercy them amend, 
Have thou their hearts, thou haft enough to fpend : 
And by the contrair, thou art but king of bone, 
From time their hearts are from thee gone. 

I have no leafure for to write at length, 
My whole intent unto thine excellence ; 
Decreased fo I am in wi.' and ftrcngth, 
My mortal wound doth me fuch violence t 
People at me may have experience, 
Becaufe, alas ! 1 was incounfellable : 
Now muft I die a captive cmfetafoYc, 
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the fecond Epiftle of the Papihoo, dire&ed to her 

brethren of Court. 

BRETHREN of court, with mind precordial, 
3 To the great God heartily I commend you : 
Qprint my fall into your memorial, 
ogethcr with this fchedul that I fend you : 
o prefs o'er high, 1 pray, .not pretend you : 
hit vain afcenfe of court who' will confider, 
r ho fits mod high, will find his feat moft didder. 

So ye that now go lanching up tlie ladder, - 

Take heed in time faitning your fingers faft, 

'ho climbs mod high, moft dint hath of the weather, 

nd left defence againft the bitter blafl 

f falfe fortune, which never taketh fed i 

it now redoubted daily (he down thriogs, 

ot fparing popes, emperors nor kings. 

Though ye be mounted up above the Ikies, 

id have both kings and court in governance : 

►me were as high, which now right lowly lies, 

raplaining fore the court its variance : 

he preterit time my be expcrienc 

Huch thro' vain hope of court did climb fo high, 

'hen lacked wing*, when they thought bed to flie, 

Since each court is untruft and trandtory, 
hanging as oft as weather-cock in wind, 
laking fome glad, and other fome right forry ; 
oremoft this day, the morn may go behind. 
et not vain hope of court your reafon blind ■ 
raft well fome men will give you lands as lords, 
hat would be glad to fee you hang on cords. 

J durft declare the miferability 
f divers courts, were't not my time is fliort, 
he dreadful change, vain- gl ore, and vility, 
'be painful pleafures, as poets do report : 
Mnetime in hope, fometime in dtlcomfort : 
nd how fome men do fpend their youthhood hail 
i court, and ends into the hofpitaL 

How fome in court are quiet counfellors, 
Without regard to common -weal of kings, 
tiling their cure for to be conqueror* ; 
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And when they were high raifed in thejr reigns, 
How change of court them dolefully down thringi 
And when they were;from their eftate depofed, 
How many of their fall bee* right rejoiced. 

And how fond feigned fools and flatterers, 
For fmall fervice obtain oft great rewards : 
Panders, pike-thanks, cultrons, and clatterers, 
Lowps up from lands, then lights among the lairds, 
Blafpbemators, beggars, and common bards, 
Sometime in court have more authority, 
Than devote doctors of divinity, * * 

Who in fome courts been bairns of Belial, 
Full of difimulate painted flattery, 
Provoking by intoxicate counfel, 
Princes to whoredom and to harlotry : 
Who do in princes put fuch hafatry, 
I lay for me, fuch pen provocators, 
Should punifht be above all ftrong traitors. 

What travel, trouble, and calamity 
Have been in court within thefe hundred rears \ 
What mortal changes, and what miferies f 
What noble men been brought upon their bears ? 
Truft well, my friends, follow you muft your fears: 
So (ince in court been no tranquility. 
Set not on it your whole* felicity. 

The court changes oft-times with Juch outrage, 
That few nor none may make it refinance : 
And fpareth not the prince more than the page, 
As well appeareth by experince. ■ 
The duke of Rothfay .might make no defence, 
Which was pertaining roy of this region , 
But dolefully devoured was in prifon. 

What dread, what dolour had the noble king* - 
Robert the third, when once he knew the cafe 
Of his two fons the dolent departing, 
Prince David dead, and James captive ? Alas ! 
To true Scots-men, which was a careful cafe. 
This may ye know the court is variand, 
When blood royal the change may not gainftand, 

Who reign'd in court more hie and triumphant, 
Than Duke Murdock while that his day endure I 
Was kg not then prote&ot tf Scptaxv& > . 
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w court he was not well aflured. 
:d fo, his long fervice was I'mored : 
iii fair fon Walter but remearf, 
■A were, and put to doleful dead, 
tics tbe fir ft, the patron of prudence, 
ingine, and pearl of policy, 
uftice, and Hood of eloquence, 
irtue doth tranfcend my fantafy 
ifcrive ; yet when he fticd mod high, 
exorbitant con fpi rat ion, 
jdent prince was pitoufly put down, 
ames the fecbnd, roy of great renown, 

his fuper.excellent glore, . 

racklefs (hooting of a great cannon, 
■nt death, alas ! hath him devore. 
ig hath been of whkh I marvel more, 
tune had at himfuch mortal feed, 
fty thoufand 10 wail'him by the head, 
■an is pierc'd with pain fen* to panfe, 



s the third, when he had governance ; 
ir, dread, and defolation, 
lge of court and confpiration : 
i that Cochran with hi; company. 
le in court clamb fo prefumptuoufly. 

been good tbefe bairns had not been born, 
n that noble prince was fo a bo fed j 
ew as did the weeds among the corn, 
ident lord's counfel was refilled, 
I him quite, as he had been indufed. 
at prince by their abiifion, 

!ly brought to confulion. 

clamb fo high, and got fuch audience, 

j their prince grew Fo familiar t 

man hreihien might get no prefence ; 

« of Albany, and the Earl of Mar, 

lilht men are holden at the bar i 

iie king there grew fuch mortal feed, 

1'd the Duke, and put the Earl to dead. 

Cochran witn his cative company, 

jem to flee, but yet they wa-.weA fcuJfew* 
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Above the high* cedars of Lebania : 
They clarab k> high till they clamb o'er their ladder* 
On Lawder bridge then keeped were in tedders 
Strangled to death, they got no other grace : 
Their king captive, which wat a careful cafe, 

To put in write the fate unfortunate, 
And mortal change, perturbeth mine engine ; 
My wits been weak, my fingers fatigare, 
To dite or write the rancour and ruin, , 

The civil war, the battle inteflines 
How that the fon with banner broaj difplay'd, ' 
Againft the father in battle came array'd. 

Wou'd God that day the prince had been comfort 
With fapience of the proud Solomon; 
And with the ftrengih of Sam fon been fupported, 
With the bold hoir of the great Agamemnon* 
What (hould 1 wifti ? remed) there is none : 
At morn a king, with fcepter, fword and crown, 
At night with death a* deformed cation. 
Alas 1 where is that right redoubted roy, 
That potent prince, gentle James tiiefeird I 
1 pray to Chrift his foul for to convoy, 
A greater noble ne'er reign'd on the eirid- 
O Atropus ! wary may be thy weird-; 
For he was mirror of humility, 
Lead-ftar and lamp of liberality. 

During his time of juftice did prevail, 
The favage iiles' trembled for terrour : 
Efkdale, Ewifdale, Liddifdale and Annandale^ 
Durft not rebel, doubting his dints dour, 
And of his lords had fuch perfect favour, 
So for to fhow that he affear'd not one, 
Out through the realm he would ride him alone. 

And of his court thro* Europe fprang the fame 
Of lufty lords -anti tender ladies yir.g ; 
Tiinmphant turneys, jufting and knighily game, - 
With all paftimc, according for a king. 
He was the glory of princely governing ; 
Who through the ardent love he had ro France* 
Again (1 England did move his ordinance. 

Of Flowden ^id the ruin to revolve, * 

^fthskt mod dolent day for to de\>U)\c, 
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1 mil for dread, left dolour you defolve ; 
Show you thai prince in his trumphant gtoi 1 *- 
Dellroyrd was, what needeth procefs more f 
Not by the virtue of the Englilli ordinance, 
But by bis own wilful mifgovernance. 

Alas ! that day bad be been confellable, 
He had obtained hud, glore, and victory j 
Whofe piteous procefs been fo lamentable, 
1 fury am to put in memory. 
I never read in tragedy nor (lory. 
At one journey fo ma_ny nobles (lain, 
For the defence and love of their fovereigo. 

Now brethren mark into your remembrance, 
A mirror of thcle mutabilities. 
So may ye know tf the court tneonftance ; 
When princes are thus pulled from their fees, 
After whofe death, what ft range adverfities 1 
What great mifrule trio this region rang. 
When uur prince young could neither (peak nor gong 

During hit tender youth and innocence, 
What flouth, what reef, what murder and mifchance,, 
There was nought elfe but wreaking and mifihance, 
Into that court there rtign'd Inch variance ; 
Divers rulers made divers ordinance. 
. Sometime our queen teign'd authority, 
Sometime the proud duke of Albany. 

Sometime the realm was ruled by regents. 
Sometime by lieutenants leaders of the law ; 
Ihen relgn'dlo many diibbedients, 
That few or none flood of another aw ; . 
Oppreflion.did lb loud his bugle but w. 
- That none diirit ride but into fear of w*ar, 
Jbhn upon kind that time did lofe his tneir. 

Who was no more high in honour elevate 
Than was Margaret our high and mighty princefi t 
Such power .was to her appropriate, 
Of king and realm that me was governefs, 
Yet came a change within a Ihort procefs r 
That pearl prelare, that Jufty pleafant queen. 
Long time into that court durft not be Teen. . - 

The arch-bilhop of St Andrews, James BenMra,* 
ChanceJlur and primate in uowet ^Awi, 
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Clamb next the king mod in this region : 
The ladder fhook, he lap and got a fall : , 
Authority, npr power fpiritual, 
Kiches, friendfhip might not that time prevail, 
When dame Curia began to ftir her tail. 

His high prudence avail'd him not a mite, 
That time the court bare him inch mortal fead '. 
As prifoner they kept bim in defpite. 
And fometime will not where to hide his head : 
hut difguiftd like John the ReafF, he yeed, 
Had not been hope bare him fuch company, 
He had been ftrangled by melancholy. 

What cumber and care wai in the- court of France 
When king Francis was taken prifoner, 
The duke of Bourbon amidit his ordinance, 
Died at one flroke, right baiiful brought to te.T : 
The court of Rome that time ran all arior, " 
When Pope Clement was put in prifon ftrong, 
The noble city put to confuficn. 

In England who had greater governance, 
Than their triumphant courtly cardinal I 
The common-weal, fome fays, he did advance, 
By equal juftice both to great and fmall : 
There was no prelate to him peregal : 
Englifb men fay, had he reign'd longer fpace, 
He had depofed St Peter of his place, 

His princely pomp, nor papal gravity, 
His palace royal, rich and radious ; 
Nor yet the flood of fuperfhmy 
Of hh riches, nor travel tedious, 
When once dame Curia held him odious, 
Avail'd him not his prudence mod profound ; 
The ladder brake, and he fell on the ground. 
Where been the doughty Earl of Douglafs, 
Which royallv into this region rang, 
Forfatilr and flain : What needeth more procefs ? 
The Earl of March was rnarfhalFd them among. 
Dame Curia them doltfully down throng. 
And now of late who clamb more high among t»i, 
Than did Archibald fometime the Earl of Angus? " 

Who with the prii.ee was more familiar, 
Nor of his gracfr hid more authority ? 
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Was he not 'great warden and chancellor. 
Yet when be flood upon his highelt gree, 
Truft ing nothing but perpetuity, 
Was fuddenly depofed from hi; place, 
For fault and fieemed, he got no other grace, 

Wherefore truft not unto authority, 
My dear brethren, I pray you he artfully : 
Prefume not in your vain profpe'rity ; 
Confirm your truft in God all utterly* 
Then ferve your prince with heart entire truly ; 
And when you fee,, the court is at the bed, 
I cotinfel you then draw you to your reft. 

Where » the.high triumphant court of Troy ? 
Or Alexander, with Ui« twelve prudent peers.' 



Or Julius, that right redoubted roy ? 
Agamemnon, molt worthy in his we; 
To (hew their fine my frayed heart afiears ! 



Some murthered were, fome poifoned piteoufly, 
Their careful courts difperfcd dolefully, 

Truft well there is no conftant court but one, 
Where Chrift is ting, whofe time intermingle 
And high triumphant glore (hall ne'er be gone : 
That quiet court mirthful and immutable, 
Without variance (lands ay firm and liable : 
Diffimulance, flattery, and falls report, 
Into that court lhall never get rtfort. 
, Tnift well roy friends, this i< no feigned fare, ■ 
For who that is in the extreme of dead, 
The verity doubtlefs tbey Ihould dtciare. 
Without regard to favour or to fead. 
While ye have time, d=ar brethren, .make remeac 
Adieu for ever, of me ye got no more, 
Bsfeeching God to bring vmi to his gbre. 

Adieu, Edinburgh, thou high triumphant town, 
la whofe bounds Tight merrily 1 have been : 
Of true tradefmen the ro;.t of this region, 
Moll ready to receive court, king and queen : 
Thy policy and jullke may he feen. 
Were devotion, wifdom and bontlry, 
And credence loft, it may be found i i tbee. 

Adieu fair Snawdowr, with thv ww«nVoKt 
TJw cbxpel-roya.], j> at ' t « *tid \ab\c tw\&, 
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May, June, and July would I dwell in thee. 
Were I a man'rr.ight hear the birds found, 
Which doth againil the royal rock refound. 
Adieu, Uthgovv, whofe palace of pleafance, 
Wight be-a pattern in Portugal or France. 

Farewell, Falkland, the fortrefs fure of Fife, 
Thy polite park under the Lowmond law; 
Sometime in thee I led a hilly life : 
Thy fallow-deer to fee them take and raw, 
Court-men to come to thee they ftand great aw. 
Saying, thy burgh been of great burrows bail, 
Becaufe x in rhee tl.cy never got good ale. 

The communing between the Papingo, and the 1 

Executors. 

i . 

* 

THE Py percciv'd the Papingo in pain, 
He lighted down, and feigned him to greet : 
Sifter, faid he, alas ! who hath you (lain \ 
I pray you make provifion for your fp'rit \ 
Difpone your goods, and you confefs compleat : 
1 have power by your contrition, 
Of all your mifs to give you full remiffion. 

1 am, faid (lie, a chanon regular, 
And of my brethren prior principal : 
My white rocket, my clean life doth declare, 
The black is of the death memorial : 
Wherefore I think all your goods natural, 
Should be fubmitted whole into my cure, 
Ye know I am an holy creature: 
The raven, came rouping when he heard the rair, 
So did the gled with many a piteous few, 
And feign edly they counterfeit great care. 
Sifter, faid they, your recklefaefs we rew, 
Now left it is our counfel you enfue, 
Since ye pretend to this promotion, 
Religious men of great devotion. 

I am black monk,' faid the ratling raven ^ 
So faid the gled I am an holy frier, 
And have power to bring you quick to heaven; 
It is well known my conscience been clear, 
The bkck bible pronounce I (hall perqueer, 
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1 ro our bretbren-you will give fume g»-d i 
oJ woe, if lie bad need of lives food" 

The Papingo faid, Fattier, by the rood, 
Ibeit.your raiment be religious like, 
our cimfcience, 1 fufpeit, it be not go oil j 
did perceive when piivily ye-did pike 

chicken from an hen undei a dike. 
grant faid he, that hen /he was my friend, 
nd I that chicken took but for my tiend. 

You know, the faith by us mud lie fuft.ain'd, 
d by the pope it is preordinate, 
'hat fpiri.tual men fhould live upon their tiend 1 
fiifwell I wot you been prcdellinatc, 
1 yoir extremes to be io fortunate, 
"o have fucli holy confolation 1 
therefore .we make you exhortation, * 

Since dame nature hath granted you fucb grace, 
-cifure to make confeffion general, 
ibow forth your fin in time while you h tve fpace t 
Then of your goods make a memorial. 
Ve three Jliall make your feaA funeral, 
ind with great blifs bury we (hall your bones, 
I"hen trantals twenty trattle all at once. 

The rooks (hall tear, that men (hall on them tew, 
lnd cry, onnucmoratlt a liinorum : ■ 
■Ve (hall make chickens peep, ami gaflings pew, 
lliho* the geefe and hens 111 mild nuke alarum; 
M we Dial) ferve ■ fieundum ujum farum, 
Ind make you fafe, we find faint Biaii'e to burgh, 
-rying to you the careful corinoch. 

And we (hall fing about your fepuhure 
taint Mungo's matins and the meekle creed, 
\1i1J then devoutly fay, I you allure, 
I he old Placebo backward on the beed ; 
lad we (hall wear -fur you the mourning weed : 
Wth-jugh your fp'ritwith Pluto were poiTdl, 
itvoutly lhall your dirigie be drelt. 

Father, faid (he, -your facund'wordsfair, 
'nil Cure I dread the contrair to your deeds 1 
Hie wives of the villages cries with care, 
*hen tliey perceive ye mow o'ctthwart ibavc ywtAn 
'our falfc conceit both duck and drake Urce &«»&* v- -^ 
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1 marvel foothly that ye be not (named; 
For your default, being fo fore defamed. 

V. do ablior my poor perturbed fp'rit,. 
To make to you any confeffion ; 
I hear men fay, you arc an hypocrite, 
Exempted from the feny ie of the feflion, 
T<\put my goods in your pofTeffion, 
That will I not, fo help me dame nature^ 
Nor of my corps 1 will give you no cure. 

But I had the noble nightingale, 
The gentle Jay, the Merl, and Turtle true^ 
Mine obfeqoies and feafts funeral. 
Order they would with notes *H*of the sew, 
The pfeafant pown moft angel like of hew ; 
Would God I were with him this day confeft^ 
And my device ditely by him addreft. 

The mirthful ma vice with the gay goldfpink, 
A*id lufly lark, would God they were prefent, 
Mine infortune forfooth they would fore-think^, 
And,comfort me.ihat been io impotent. 
The fwift fwallow in pratfick moft prudent, 
I know Ihe would my bleeding (ranch believe, 
With her moft virtuous ftone reftringative. 

Count me the cafe under confeffion, 
The gled faid proudly to the Papingo,. 
And we fhall fwear by our profeffion, 
Counfel to keep, and (how it to no nip, 
"We thee befeech, ere rhou depart us fro ; 
Declare to us the caufes reafonable, 
Why we are holden fo abominable \ 

By thy travel thou haft experience, 
jFirft being bred into the orient ; 
Then by thy good fervice and diligence, 
To princes made here in the Occident : 
Thou knoweft the vulgar people's judgment, 
Were 1 thou tranfeurred the hot meridional, 
Then next the pole, the plage feptentrial. 

So by thine high engine fuperhtive. 
Of all countries, thou kriowefr the qualities; 
Wherefore I thee conjure by God alive, 
Tiie verity declare withoutten lies, 
What thou haft beard by toite ot \fj ^v 



Ofthi P*fii*co. : 

11 uschunh men, both good and ill report, 
.ndhow they judge, (how us, we thee exhott I 

Father, faid ihe, 1 cative creature, 
!are not prefum'e with fuch matter to mell ; 
)f your cafes, ye know, 1 have no cure ; 
Jemand them v.vich with prudence do excel ; 

may not pew, my pains have been fo fell ; 
i!(o perchance ye will not (tend content, 
To know the vulgar people their judgment j 
Yet will death a little withdraw his dart, 
Ml that lieth in toy memorial, 
I Jhall declare with true unfeigned heart. 
Wfirft, I lay to you in general, 
The common people faith, yc be all 
Regenerate from your holy piimkives, ■ 

li relrifies the procel's of your lives. 

Of your peerlcfs prudent predc ceflors. 
The beginning, I grant, was very jiood, 
Ipoflles, martyrs, virgitisand confeilbi *, 
The found of their excellent fanelitude, 
Vaj heard o'er all the world, by land and fkod 
'lanting the'faith by predication, 
it Chrill had made to them narration. 

To fortify the faith they took no fear, 
Wore princts, preaching right prudently i 
If dolorous death they doubted not the dear, 
'he verity declaring fervency, 
■fid martyrdom they fuffercd patiently; 
hey took no cure of l.inds, riches nor rent, 
Uclrine and death were both equivalent. 

To (how their works at length were great wonder, 
'hofe miracles they -.vcre fo manifclt, 
i name of Chrill they healed many hunder, 
ailing the dead, and purging the poiTeft 
'ith perverfe (pints which had been oppreft j 
he crooked ran, the blind men got their rtn, 
lie deaf man heard, and lepers were made clean. 

The prelates fpouled were with poverty, 

to thofe days when they flout if it with fame ; 

id with her genred lady chaftity, 

id dame devotion notable of name ; 

umble they were, fimple and full o\ ftia.wi,i. 
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Thus chattily, and dame devotion. 
Were principal caufc of their promotion* 

Thus they continued in this life divine^ 
Ay till there reigne J in Rome's great city, 
A potent prince was named Coniiantine, 
PerceivM the* church had fpoufed poverty^. 
With good intent, and moved with pity, 
Caufe of divorce he put between them two, 
And parted them whhoatren words mo*. 

Then fhortly with a great folemnity, 
Wkhoutten any difpeniation, 
The church he fpoufed with dame Property,. 
Which*, haft ily by proclamation,. 
To poverty caus'd to make narration, 
Under the pain of piercing of her-een, 
That with the church (he never mould be- feed. 

Saint Sylvefter the time reigu'i pope in librae,. . 
Which firit confented to the marriage 
Of property, of which began the bloomy 
Taking the cure on her with hie courage ; 
Devotion <!rew her to an hermitage, 
When (he confidered lady property 
So high exalted ipto dignity*.. / 

O Sylvefter 1 where was thy discretion-, 
Which Peter did renounce, thou did 11 receive j 
Andrew and John they did leave their pofiefiions, 
Their {hips, and nets, their lines, and; all they leave 
Of temporal fubftance nothing would they heave, 
CoutrarioBs to their contemplation, 
Jfcut foberly^ their fuftcntation. 

John the Baptift went to the wildernefs, 
Lazarus, Murtha, and Mary Magdalen,. 
Left heritage and goods, both more and left • 
Prudent St. Paul thought property prophane, 
From town to town he- ran in wind and rain 
Upon his feet, teaching the word of grace^ 
And never was fubjefted to riches, 

The Gled then laid ; I hear nothing but good* 
Proceed fliorily, and thy matter advance, 
The Papingo faid, father, by the rood, 
It were too long to hear the circumftance." 
How property with her new aliiance t . 
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cat with child, at true men to me told, 
: two daughter* goodly to behold, 
Ideft daughter named was Richesj 
md lifter Senfuality 
id increafc within a Ihort jroceti 
fant to the fpirituality, 

fubltance and excellent beauty, 
diet two grew fo within Yew yean, * 
the world were none might be their peer*, 
-oyal Riches and lady Senfual, 
it time forth they took whole governance 
10ft part of the fpiritaal ; 
/ again with humble oblervance, 
ly their witi ihey did advance, 
lovers their ladies for to plc.tle ; 

if then their hearts were right at eaJe. 
;y forgot 10 ftudy, pray and preach, 
ew fo i'ubjefl to dame ftnfuul; 
ight but pain poor people fur to teach ; 

decreed it into their counfel, 
mid no more to marriage be ihral, ", 

Aire 1 y to obferve cbaftiry, 
jeguiled fakl fenftialiry. 
y might live at large without thirlage 
7 to had their hilly lives, 
I men thral tha^bcen in marriage : 

■ faces y. ovoke do new courgt-j 
.flity they tuiT.t-d into delight, 

cf wives heen catife of appetite. 

Cliaftity did (teal away for fltanie, 

;ce fhe did perceive their purveyance 1 

nfual 3 letter did proclaim, 

excell'd Italy and France, 
nd could (he gel no ordinance, 

the king, and 10 the court of Sco<la:wl 
?d her witliouttcn more demand. 
r.ir into tltat court to get comfort, 
• her huiible fu|>plication i- 

tliey laid, fiie ih«u!d get no fupport, 
itned her with blafpljemario:) ; 

■ go make jour protection ; 
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It is, faid tkey, many a hundred year, 
Since chattity had any entrance here. 

Tyred for travel, (he to the pried pair, » 
And to the rulers of religion s 
Of her prefence fhortly they were agaft, 
Saying they thought it but abufion 
Her to receive ; So with conclufirm, 
With one advice decreed and gave doom, 
They would receive no rebel out of Rome. 

Should we receive that Romans have refufed,^ 
And banlfht England, Italy, and France, 
For your flatery, then were we well abufed? • 
Pafs hence, faid, and faft your ways advance, 
Among the nuns go feek your ordinance, 
For we have made oaths of fidelity, 
To dame riches and fenfuality. 

Then pntiently flie made progreffion - 
Towards the nuns with heart fighmg full fore ; 
They gave her prefence with proceffion, 
Receiving her with honour, laud and glore, 
Purpofing to preferve her evermore, 
Of that novels came to dame property, 
To riches and to fenfuality, 

Which fped them at the poft right fpeedily, 
And let a (iege proudly about the place ; 
The filly nuns did yield them haflily 
And humbly of that guilt they afked grace, 
Then gave their bands of perperwal peare ; 
Receiving them, they caft up doors wide, 
Then chattity there no longer -might abide, 

So for refuge faft to the friers fhe fled, 
Who faid, they would of ladies take no cure. 
Where is fhe now ? tlien faid the greedy gled. 
Not among yon. faid fhe, I you affure , 
I trutt flie be upon the Borrow moor, 
Befouth Edinburgh, and that right many means , 
Profett among the lifters of the leans. 

There hath fhe found her mother poverty, 
And Devotion, her own fitter carnal j 
There hath ihe found faith hope and charity, ~ 
Togethei with the virtuous cardinal, 
There h*t'i fhe found a convent, ^et\xnv\\Y*l 
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To dame Setffual, nor yet with riches abufcd, 
So quietly thefe ladies are inclofed. 

The Pyat laid, I dread that they afTailed, 
They render them, as did the holy nuns. 
Doubt not, (aid (he, for they are fo attailed, 
They purpoffc to defend them by their guns; 
Ready to (hoot, they have fix. great cannons, 
Perfeverance, conflance and confidence, 
Auflerity, labour, and ab (tine nee. 

To refill fubtle Senfuality, 
Strongly they are enarmed feet and hand 
By abllinence, and keeped poverty, 
Contrair riches, and all her falfe fervands, 
They have 1 bombard brafed up in bands, 
To keep their port, in the mid ft of their clofs, 
Which is called, Domine, cufttdi tin. 

Within whole (hot there dare no enemies 
Approach their place, for dread of dints dour : 
Both day and night they work as bnfy bees, 
For their defence, ready to (land in (lour : 
And have fuch watches on their outer tower, 
That dame Senfual with fiege dare not afTaily 9 
Nor come wiihin a (hot of their artailly. 

The Pyat faid, Whereto fhould they prcfume, 
ft>r to refill fweet Senfuality. 
Or dame riches, which rulers are at Rome ? 
Are they more conftant in theu> quality, 
I'hen the princes of fpirituality, 
Which pleafantly withoutten obftinacie, 
Have them' received in their habitacie. 
How long trurt ye, thefe ladies (hall remain 
5o folitar in fuch perfection ? 
X*he Papingo faid, brother, in certain, 
So long as they obey correction, 
^hoofing their heads by election, 
^othral tp* riches and to poverty, 
&ut as requireth their neceffity. 

Q prudent prelates, where was your preference, 
I'hat took in hand to oblefve chatlity, 
But auflere life, labour, and abllinence I 
Perceive ye not the great profpem^ , 
Apparently to come of property ! 
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Ye know great cbear, great eafe and idlenefi 
To lechery was mother and miftrefs. 

Thou rav'ft unrock'd, the raven faid by the re 
So to reprove riches and property s 
Abraham and Ifaac were rich, and very good i 
Jacob and Jofeph had profperity. 
The Papingo faid, That is of verity: 
Riches, I grant, is not to be refufed, 
Providing als that they be not abu fed. 

Then laidffre Raven a replication, 
And faid : Thy reafon is not worth a mite, 
As I (hall prove with*protertation : • • " 
That no man take my words into defpite : 
1 fay, the temporal princes have the wite, 
That in the church fuch parlors do provide, 
To govern fouls, >themfelves that cannot guid*. 

Long time after the church took property, 
The prelates liv'd in great perfection, 
Unthral to riches or (enfuality, 
Under the holy Spirit's protection, 
Orderly chofen by election, 
As Gregory, Jerome, Ambrofe and Anguftine, 
Benedick, Bernard, Clement, Clete and Line. 

Such patient prelates entered by the port, 
•Pleafing the people by predication :. 
Now dyke-loupers do in the church refer t, 
By fymonie and fup plication 
Of princes, by their prefentation : 
So filly fouls, that are the Lord's fheep, 
Are given to hnngry ravenous wolves to keep. 

No wonder is though we religious men, 
Degenred be, and in our life confufed, 
But ting and drink, none other craft we ken, 
Our fpiritual fathers have us fo abufed : 
Again ft our will thefe traitors been intrufed. 
Laickmen have now religious men id cures, 
Profeft virgins in keeping of ftrong whores. 

Princes, princes, where is your high prudence. 
In difpolition of your benefices f 
The guardoaing of your courticiens, 
Is fame oaufe of thefe great enormities t 
There is a ibrt waiting Vike \wrcvgf^ %va% 9 
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"Which on the day for fhame dare not be feen, 
"To her I leave my gay galbert of green. 

My bright depured eyes as cryftal clear, 
Unto the Bat ye fhall them both prefent, 
In Phcebos prefence which dare not appear, . 
Of natural light he is fo impotent. 
My birnifht back I leave with' good intent 
Unto the gentle piteous Pelican, 
To help to pierce her tender heart in twain. 

I leave the Gouk which hath no fong but one/', 
My mufick with my voice angelical : 
And ho the Goofe give ye when I am gone, 
Mine eloquence and tongue rhetorical ; 
And take and dry my bones great and fmall, v 
Then clofe them in a cafe df ebon fine, 
And them prefent unto the Phenix fyne. 
To burn with her when fh« her life renews, . 
In Arabic ye fhall her find but weer, 
And fhall her know by her moft heavenly hews, \ 
Gold, azure, gules, purple and fyneper : 
Her date is .for to live five hundred year, 
Make to that' bird my commendation, 
Alfo I make you fupplication. 

Since of my corps I have given you the cure, , 
Ye fpeed you to the court but tarrying, 
And take my heart of perfect portraiture, 
And it .prefent unto the fovereign king : 
1 know he will it clofe into a ring. 
Commend me to his Grace, I you exhort, 
And of my paffion make him true report. 

Ye three my tripet fhall have' for your travel, , 
With liver and lung to part equal among you, 
Praying Pluto the potent prince of hell, 
If ye failyie, that in his net he fang you, 
Be to me true, though 1 nothing belarig you, 
Sore I fufpecl your confcience been too large* 
Doubt not, (aid they, we take it with the charge. . 

Adieu, brethren, (aid the poor Papingo, 
To talk no more, I have no time to tarry : 
Bit (ince my fpirit muft from my body go, , 
I recommend it to thee queen of Faric *. 
Eternally into her court to tame 
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In wildernefs among the holu liore, 

Then fne inclin'd her head, ard fpake no more. 

Plunged into her mortal pafllon, 
Full grievoufly (he gripped to the ground : . 
It were too long to make narration, 
With eye$ full fore, with many a fling and (round 
Out of the wound the blood did ^o abound, 
A compafs round was with her blood made red: 
Without remead there is nothing but dead. 

And by fhe had in Maws tuas faid, 
Extincted were her natural (er.fes five ; 
Her head full foftly on her Ihoulders laid, 
Then yield the fpVit with pains pungitive. 
The Raven began rudely u> rug and rive, 
Full ravenous like, his empty throat to fctd ; 
But foftly brother (laid the greedy Gled.) 

While fhe is hot, let's part her even among ns, 
Take thou one half, and reach to me the othei ; 
Into our right, I wot no wight dare wrong us. 
The Pyat laid, The fiend receive the other, 
Why make ye me a flep-bairn, and I your brother; 
You do me wrong (fir Gled) I fhrew your heart. 
Take her, faid he, the puddings for thy part. 

Then wot ye well mine heart was wonder iair, 
For to behold that dolent departing : 
Her angel feathers flying in the air, 
Except the heart was left of her nothing : 
The Pyat faid, That pertains to the king,' 
Which to his Grace I ptirpofe to prefent, 
Thou, faid the Gled, (halt fM cf thine intent. 

The Raven faid, God nor 1 rax in a rope, 
If thou get this to either king or duke. 
The Pyat faid, plain I not to the pope/ 
Then in a fmiddy I be fmorVTwith fmook, 
Wit'i that the Gled the piece caught in her clook, 
An J fled his way, the reft with all their" might, 
To chafe the Gitd, flew Ail out of «iy fight. 

Now have ye heard the little tragedie. 
The fore complaint, the teftament and mifchance 
Of this poor bird which did afcend fo bie: 
Be/eecbing^rou excufe mine ignorance, 

drude hwhe, whidi "n uo\ to n&vaxrcft, 
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And to the queeY I give rommandement. 
Make no repair where .poets been prcfenr. 

Becaufe thou been of rlieterick fo denude. 
Be never (ten near band none other book ; 
With king nor quten, with lord nor men of good 
With coat unclean claim kindred to Come cook ; 
Meal in a nook, when they lilt on thee look 
For fine II of (monk men will ablmr to hear the*. 
Here I fprfwear tliee, wherefore to lurk go lear 



The Dream of Sir DAVID LINDSAY of the Mount, 
Knight, familiar Servitor to our Sovereign Lord Ling 
Jambs the Fifth. 

The Epiflle to the King's Grace. 
"RIGHT potent prince of high imperial blood, 
JV Unto thy grace I milt it be well known, 
My fervice done unto thy celfitude, 
Which needed) not at length for to be Ihown ; 
And though my youth hood ne'er be overblown^ 
^xercis'd in the icrvice of your excellence ; 
Hope hath me heght a goodly recompence. 

When ihou wait young I bare thee in mine arm* 
full tenderly till thou began to pang i 
And in thy bed oft happed thee full warm, 
With lute in hand, then fweetly to thee fang, 
Sometime in dancing fiercefully I flang, 
A nd fomeiimej playing fa irfies on th* llure, 
And fometiiric of mine office taking cure. 

And fometime like a fiend transhguwte, 
And lometime* like a gre*zly ghoft of gay, 
'n divers forms oft-times disfigmate, 
And fometimci difguifed full pleafantly. 
^oiincethy birth, I hive continually 
fifeii exercis'd, and ay to jliy pleafiue : 
And lometiraei He ward, capper, and carvoiir. 

Thy purfe-mafler and fecret ihefaurcr, 
Thine ulber ay iince thy nativity i 
And in thy chamber Chief cublcular, 
WJjdj to this Iwur Jiatli keeper, m^ Mu, 
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Loving be to the blotted Trinity, , 

Th,*u f'uch a wretched worm h*th madefo aWe> 

To fuch i print* to be fo agreeable 

Bur now thou Ait by natural influence, 
Hii>h pf ingine, and right inquifitive, 
Of antique ilorle*, and deeds martial * 
More pleafautly the time for to o'er drive, . 
1 have at length the ftories to defence, 
Of Heclor, Arthur, and gentle Julius, 
Of Alexander and worthy Pompehu, 

Of Jafon aud Medea all at length, 
Of Hercules the aH* honourable,.. 
And of Samfon's fupernatural flrangth, 
And of leel lovers the ftories amiable. 
And oft times have I feigned many a fable 
Of Troy Jus the forrow and the joy, 
And fieges all of Tyr, Thebea and Troy. 

The prophecies of Rymer, Bede, and Merlin* . 
AYid many other pleafant hiflory, 
Of the red Erin, and Gyre Carlin 3 
Comforting thee when that I faw thee fory : 
Now with fupport of the King of Glory, 
I (hall thee fhqw a (lory of the new, 
The which before I never to theefliew. 

But humbly I befeech thine Excellence, 
With ornate terms though I cannot expreft 
This fimple matter for lack of eloquence ; 
Yet notwithftanding all my bufinefs, 
With heart and hand my mind I will addrefs, 
As beft I can and moft compendious. 
Now 1 begin, the matter happened thus. 

The Prologue* 

INTO the kalends of January, 
When frefh Phoebus by moving circular. 
From Capricorn was entred in Aquary, 
With blafts that had the branches made full bare :. 
The fnow and fleet perturbed all the air, 
And fleemed Flora from every bank and bufs, ' 
Through the fupport of auftere Eolus. 

Aft 
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After ihat I the longfome winter night 
Had lien waking in my bed iiliitie ; 
Through heavy thougln that no way deep 1 might 
Remeiiilwrih^ of divers things by-gone. 
So up I role and cluihed me anone : 
By thii fair Titan with fait beams light. 
Over the world had fpread his banner bright. 

With duke and hood 1 drtflVd me beiive 
With double Ihoei and mittans on my hand), 
Albeit the air was right penetrative, 
Set fare I forth, lanching o'er thro' the landi 
Toward the lea, to fport me on the fands i 
Becitife nnbloomed was both- bank and bray ; 
And fo at 1 was pafling by the way, 
! met dame Flora in dob- Weed difaginVd, 
Which into May was dulce and delegable, 
Willi llurdy itorms her (weetnefs wa; furpris'd i 
rler heavenly hews were turned into fable, 
Which fometltne were to loven amiable t 
?led from the froft the tender flowers I faw, 
Jndcr dame natures mantle lurking law. 

The fmallfowls in flocks law 1 flee, 
Fo nature making lamentatiun ; 
They lighted down befide me on a tree : 
5f their complaint 1 had companion, 
\aA with a pireoii' lamentation, 
F/hey (aid, blefTed be fummer with thy flowers, 
\ni waried be thou winter with thy jbowers* 

Alas, Aurora, the lllly lark can cry, 
Vhere haft thou left thy balmy Jiquor fweet 
~hat ns»ejok'd, we mounting in the iky i 
Thy filver drops are turned into fleet. 
) iary i'heebtis, where is thy wTiolefome heat ? 
Vhy lufteielt thou thy heavenly pleafant face, 
Vtth niifty vapours be obfeur'd? alas I 

Why art thou May with June thy lifter fheen, 
Veil bordered with defires of delight ? 
.tid geitle Julv with thy mantle green, 
mbahm-il with rofes both red and whirt? 
low old and cold January in delpite, 
.eaves from us all paflime and pleafure ; 
Jas. 1 what gentle heart can tfiis endure I 

Ovet£jw& 
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Overfyled with- the clouds odious, 

Was the golden Ikies of the orient; 

Changing in foi row lbngs melodious, 

Which we had wont tu ling with good inttnt,. 

Hefounding to the heavens firmament ; 

But now our day is changed into night. 

With that they rofe, and flew out rf my fight. 
Pen five in heart, polling full foberly, 

Unto the fea forward ( pa it anone ; 

The fea was out, the fand was fmooth and dry K 

Tnen up and down 1 mufed mine alone, 

Till that I fpy'd a little cave of (lone, 

High in a craig, upward i did approach, 

Without (laying, and clamb up to the roctu 
And purpofea for pafilng uf the time, 

Me to defend from otfoiity, 

With pen and paper to regiflrate in rhime^ . 

Some merry matter of antiquity : 

But idlenefs, ground of iniquity, 

She made fo dull my fpirits me within, 

That I knew not at what end to begin. 

But fate ftill in tbit cave, where I might i°e*. 
The waltering uf the waves up and down-j 
And this f.ilfe world's inftability, 
Unto the Tea making companion, 
And of this wretched world's variation ; 
To them that fixes all their whole intent* 
Confide ring who meft had, {hould moft repent. 

So with ray hood I happed me full warm; 
And in my cloke I folded both my feet ; 
1 thought my corps with colu mould take no harm* 
]^|y mittens held my hands full well in heat, 
The icouling rock me covered from the fleet, 
There (till did I fit my bones for to re(r, 
Till Morpheus with fleep my fpirit opprefl. 

So through the boitterous blaft of dolus. 
And through my waking on the night before : 
And through the leas moving marvellous, 
By Neptttnus with many a rout and roar, 
Conftrained was to fleep withoutten more, 
And what I dreamed in conclusion, 
I ihall you fell a niofl marvellous vifion. 
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The Dream of Sir David Lindsay. 

Thought a lady of portraiture perfite. 

Did lalute me with benign countenance n 
ind I which of her pretence had delight, 
'o her again made humble reverence, 
md her demanded, faving her plea lure, 
Vhat was her name \ She aitfwered courteoufly. 
dame Remembrance, faid Ihe, called am I. 

Which come now am for paltime and for pleafure, 
)f thee, and for to bear thec company s 
lecaufe I fee thy i'pii it w ivhout meaiure, 
io fore perturbed by melancholy i 
hauling thy corps tu wax both cold and dry, 
Therefore get up, and go anone with me. 
io were we both in twinkling of an eye. 

Down through the earth in midlt of the center, 
ire e'er I wift, into the lowed 1*11 : 
Ind in that curled cave-when we did enter, ' 
touting and youling we heard with many * yell, 
n flames of fire right furious am! fell, 
Was crying many careful creature, 
Blafiiheming God, and warying Nature. 

There law we divers pope* and emperors, 
Wilhoot recover many cartful king. 
There faw we many vioi-g jus conquerors, 
Without ten right reavtrs of others rtfignss i 
The men of kirk lay bonden into bings. 
There faw we many careful cardinal, 
And arch biftiops in their pontifical. 

Proud and perverfe prelates out of number, 
P fiors, abbots, and falfe flattering friers ; 
To fpecify them all it were a cumber, 
Regular chanons, churl monks and charterers, 
Curious clerks, and priefh ftculars, • 
There was fome fort of each religion, 
In holy kirk which did abufion. 

Then I demanded dame Remembrance, 
The caufe of thefe prelates punition ( 
She faid. The caufe of their unhap^ c\&to%, 
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W.is covetous luft and ambition, 
The which now makes them lack fruition 
Of God, and here eternally muft dwell, 
Into this painful poi Toned pit of hell. 

And they did not inftrucl; the ignorant, 
Provoking them to penitence by preaching : 
But ferved worldly princes. infolent, "* 
And were promoved with their feigned fleechrng, 
- Not for their fcience, wifdom, nor their teaching. 
By Simonie was ihcir promotion, 
More for denieri, than for devotion. 

Another caufe of the punition 
Of thefe unhappy prelates imprudent, 
They made not equal diftribution 
Of holy kirk patrimony, nor rent ; 
But temporally they have it all mifpent, 
Which mould have been triparted inro three ; 
Firft, to uphold the kirk in honefry. 

1 he fecond parrto fufUin their eftates. 
The third part to be given to the poors ; 
But they dtfpone their goods all other gates, 
*"On carts and dice, on harlotry and whores. 
Thofe catives took no cure of their cures. 
Their church ruin, their ladies cleanly cled, 
And richly ruled both in boord and bed. 

Their bafrard bairns proudly they provided, 
The kirk goods largely they did on them fpend ; 
In their default their fubdices were milguided, 
And counted not their God for to offend, 
Which causM them lack grace at the latter end. 
Killing that rout, I faw in cnp9 of brafs, 
Simon Magus, and bifhop Gajaphas. 

Bifhop Annas, and the traitor Judas, 
Mahomet that prophet poifonable : 
Core, Dathan and Abiram there was, 
Hereticks we faw innumerable, 
It was a figh: right wondrous lamentable, 
How that they lay into the flames fleeting, 
With careful cries, fore groading and weeping. 

Religious men were puniftit painfully, 
For vain glory and difobedience, . 
Breaking their conftnuuou NvWiuW'j \ 
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vlng their over-men in reverence, 
>w their role Jfaey joolf: «o diligence > % 
nlly they ufed property, 
the bounds of wilful poverty, 
fore weeping, .wjjth voices lamentable^ 
ried loud, Oemperor Conftantine, 
ly wite thy pofTeflion poifonabje, 
>ur great punitipn and pain ; • 
jrour purpofe was to a good fine* 
>«ntfht from us true devotion » 
; fuch eye to our promotion, 
e we beheld a den full dolprpusj 
that princes and lord* temporal 
i-uciate with pain* rigorous, 
expream their pains in fpecjal, 
exceed all my memorial; 
ible pain they bad but comforting * 
food roya^ma^e them no fupporting« 
> cati ve king for cruel pppreftlou, 
lier fome for their wFQqgoiis conquefs, 
ondemned they and tbejr fuccelhon, 
jr public adultery and inceft, 
iffered people ne'er to live in reft, 
ed fo in pleafure fenfual, . 
fore their pain was there perpetual, 
was the curfed emperor Nero, 
ry vice the horrible veffei 
e was Pharoah, wkh many princes qto, 
Tors of the children of Ifrael, 
with many mo (ban I can tell, 
Mlate was there hanged by the heels, 
njuft judges, for their icnten.ee falfe. 
js, marq ie(Tes, earls* barrons and knights, 
leir princes was punifht painfully, 
•ant they were, of their urn ights, 
d we went, and let thefe; lords \y M 
v where ladies lamentably, 
id lions were carefully crying, 
p of fire ri^ht furiouflj frying. 
refles, queen.8, add ladies of honour, 
iutchefs, an<J : co^tck full of care, 
ierft rnina heart theft tender ctettum* 
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1 So pined In that pit full of defpair, 
Plunged in pain with many ruthful rare. 
Some for their pride, fome for adultery, 
And for their tyfing of men to lechery. 

Some had been cruel and malicious, 
Some for making of wrongous heretors. 
For to rehear fe their lives vicious, 
It were a great itay to the auditors. 
Of lechery they were the very lures, 
With their prevocative imptopicity, 
Brought many a man to infelicity. 

Some women for their pUfilanlmrty, 
O'er-fet with frame they did them never flirive* 
Of fecret fins done into quiety, 
And fome repented never in their life, 
Withoutten ruth thefe ruffians did them reive 
Kigoroufly without any companion, 
Great was their dole and lamentation. 

That we were made they cry*d full oft, alas ! 
l%us tormented with pains intolerable 
We minded not when we had time and fpace, 
But took in earth our lufts delegable ; 
Wherefore with fiends ugly and horrible, 
We are condemned for evermore, alas ! 
.Eternally withoutten hope of grace. 

Where is the meat and drink delicious, 
With which we fed our careful carious : 
Gold, filver, filk, and pearls precious, 
Our riches, rents, and our poflelfions> 
Withoutten hope of our remitfions. 
Alas ! our pains they are infufferable, 
And our torments to count innumerable. 

Then we beheld where many a thoufand 
Common people lay (lightering in the fire t 
Of every Hate there was a bailful band. 
There might been feen many a forrowful fire, 
Some for envy fufTered, and tome for ire ; 
And fome for lack of refHtution $ 
Of wrongous goods without remiflion. 

Menfworn merchants for their wrongous wining 
Heurders of cold, and common uferers : 
FaJfe j»en of Taw in ctuteb right cunning j 

Ttoteves! 
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Thieves, reavers, and pubiick nppreflers ; 
Some part there were of unleal labourers^ 
CrafUinen there Taw we out of number i 
Or each furtto declare, H were a cumber. 

Alfo longfomc for me ii to indite, 
Of this prifon the pains in fpecial t 
The heati the cold, the dolor aid defpite,. 
Wherefore I (peak of them in general 
That doleful den, that furnace infernal, 
Wliofe reward is to rcw without remead, 
Ever dying, and never to be dead. 

Hunger and tnirft inflead of meat and drink,. 
And for thtir clmliing, tades and^forpions : 
The dark man lion is ta pi fled with (link, 
They fee nothing but horrible vinous : 
They have but korns ami daritiont, 
Of fool fiends, and blafphemations. 
Their feeling is importable paffioni. . 

For melody, roiferable mourning i 
There was no folace, but dolor infinite, 
To bailful beds bitterly horning, 
With fobing, (igliing, lorrow, and with fpiie j. 
Their confeiences their Hearts did Co bile i 
To hear them ftyte, it was- a caufe of cave, , 
So in defpite plunged into defpair. 

A little above that dolorous dungeon,. 
We entered into a country full of cart,, 
Where that we faw many a legion,. 
Weeping and bowling with many a ruiliful'rair I: 
What place is that, laid 1, of Mil's To bare 1 
She anfwered, and faid Purgatory, 
Which purge th fouls ere ihey can come to glory.', 

I fee no plea fu re here, but mcikle pain i 
Wherefore, faid I, leave we this Curt in tlira!l>, 
I purpofe never to come here again, 
Buf-yet I do believe, and ever (hall, ' 
That the true kirk can no ways- err at all I 
Such things to be, as clerks do conclude, 
Albeit my hope (lands moll in Chi id's blood.' 

Above that, in the t bird prifon'anooe, 
We entered in a place of perdition, , 
Where nun r babes were nuMner dttirj wu t 
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Becatifc they lacked the fruition 

Of God, which wa» the great punition 

Of baptifm, they lacked Jhe enfenyie, % 

Upward we w>nt, and left that mirthleft mtnyie. 

Into a vault above that place of pain, 
Unto the which btit fi journ we afcended, 
That was the limb in the which did remain 
Our fare-father?, becaufe Adam offended, 
bating the fruit the vihich was fo offended, 
Jtfany a year they dwelt in that dungeon> 
With darknefs and with defolation. 

Then through the earth of nature cold and dry* 
Glad to efcape tfcofe places perihms 1 
We balled us tight wonder fpeedily, 
Yet we beheld the fecret marvellous, 
Of mines of gold and ftones precious 7 ? 
Of filver, and every ftne metal,. 
Which to declare, it wt re too JoDg' to dwelfr 

Up through tht water" fhortly we ihtfewdetf, 
Which environs earth withotfltfcn doubt*; ' 
Then thro* the air fliortly we afcended,. 
His region* through befcoIcTirfg in and out; 
Which earth and water clofed round abbot. 
Syne fhortly upward through the fire we went, 
Which was the higbeft aild hoteft efoitofnr: 

When we had all" the elements overpaft* 
That it to fay, earth, water, air and fire, 
Upward w#went wi thou ten aflv reft, 
To fee the heavens was- our frtoK defire : 
But ere we might win to the heaven's empire, 
It behoved us to pafs the way full even, 
Up turough the fp hexes of the planets (even. 

Firft to the moon, and viflt all her fphere, 
Queen of the fea, and beauty of the night, 
Of nature moid and cold, aud nothing clear, 
For of herfelf (he hath none other light, 
Put the reflex of Pecebux beams fo bright t ' 
The twelve figns (he pafleth round about, 
In eight and twenty days withoutten doubt/ 

Then we afcended to Mercurius, 
Which poets call the god of eloquence 1 
Right d o<3*»r-Uk$ VruU icr\*» falitiwu . 
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a art expert, and full nt faptence. - 

i wai pleafure to paufc on lilt prudenc£; 
Winters and poets are fubject, to his cure, 
lad hot ^nd dry he it of his nature. 

Alto as cunning aftrologers lays, 
{e doih compleat his courfe naturally, 
three hundred and eight and thirty days, 
Then upward we afcended haftily 
To fair Venus, where (he right loftily 
Vai Pet into a (eat of filver fhecn, , 
That fair frefli goddefs, that lully Idve's quern. 

They picre'd mine heart her blinks amorour, . 
ilbeit that fumeiime the is changeable ; 
Vith countenance, and chearful colorou% 
ioinetime right pleafant, glad and delegable ; 
ometime conftant, .and fometime variable ; 
"et her beauty refplendeot as the fire, . 
■wages the wrath of Mars that god of ire. 

This pleafant planet, if J can right deprive, 
■be is bo h hot and moiit of her nature t 
['his is the caufe the is prerocative 
[*o all them that are fubjecl to her cure 
Co Venus* works fo that they may endure, 
Lnd Att compleat h*r eourfes natural, . 
11 twelve muntlii without any fail.' 

Then part we to the lphere of Phoebus bright, . 
That iuily lamp and I ant hero of the hear en : 
lnd gladder of the flare with his clear light, 
Lnd principal of all the planets feven, 
lnd fet in midlt of then all full even, , 
is roy rstyal rolling into his fphere^ , 
\il! pleafantly inro bis golden chair. . 

Whefe inflnerce and virtue excellent,-. . 
Hreth the life to every earthly thing : 
Vhich prince of every planet precellcn!, 
loth fofter flowers, and caufeth herbs to fpriug ■ 
'hro' the' cold earth, and caufeth biro's to ling t 
Jib Ilia regular reigning in the hea*cn, 
tjuft tinder the' zodiac Full even. , 

For to defcrive bit diadem royal, 
[ordered about with {tones fhining full bright : - 
Hi gulden can or throne imperial, 
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The four fteeds that draweth it full right. 
1 leave to poets, btcaufe 1 have, no flight s 
But of his nature he is hot and dry, 
Com pleating in one year his rourle truly. 
Then up to Mars in by we, hatted us. 
Wonder hot, and dnyer than the thunder, 
His face flaming as fire furious, 
His boa ft and brag more awfnl than an hunder, 
Made all the heaven moil like to (hake a fun den 
Whp would behold his countenance and fear, 
Might call him well the -god of men of wear. 

With choler red, and look malicious, 
Bight choleric of bis complexion, 
Auftere, angry, foure and f editious, 
Principal cauie of the definition 
Of many good and noble region^ 
Were not Venus his ire doth mitigate, _ 
This world of peace would be 'right de&iate. . 
The god of. grief withoimen fojourning, 
In years two his coUrfehcrioth compleau 
Then paft we up where Jupiter therkipg, , 
Sat in his fphere right amiable and Jwett, 
Complexionate with motftnefs and with heat. 
That pleafant prkice, fair, duke, .and delicate* 
Provoked peace, and banifhed debate*. 

The old poets by >fupef flit ion, . ' ^ 
Held Jupiter the father principal 
Of all thefe gods, in coaclufiou, 
Of his prerogative in fpeciaV 
And by his virtues into, general, 
To old Saturn he makethr re fi fiance, 
When in his malice he would work vengeance. 

Thus Jupiter wuhoutten fojourning, 
PaiTeth through all the twelve ftgna fuJ) eveai'. 
In years twelve : Then without tarrying, 
We pafr into ihe higheft of the fevea, . 
To Saturrius, which tronbleth all the bcaveBSj] 
With heavy chear, and colour pale as tari, 
In him we faw but dolor to ihe .dead. 

And cold and dry is he of his nature, 
Foul like an owl, of evil condition, 
Right Mnpletfwx Ive is qC porttaitour, 



* 
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Hii. intoxicate difpofwion, 
It puts all thing* in perdition : 
Ground of fickncls and raehmchnliui 
Perverfe and poor, both ft lie and enviouj. 

Hii quality I cannot leve but lack, 
Ai for this moving natural but **er, 
About the fign* of all the Zixliack, 
He doth comploat his courfe in thirty year : 
And lo we left him in his frolry fpbtre t 
Upward we did akenti incontinent, 
But reft, till we came to the finnamenr. 

The which wai fixed lull of (tars bright, 
Of figure round, right pleafant and prrtiie : 
Whole influence and right excellent right, 
And whnfe number cannot be puiin write, 
Tet cunning clerks do naturally indite, 
How be doth end his courl'e without ten weer, 
hthe fpace nfan hundred and thirty year. 

Then the ninth fphcre and mover principal, 
Of all the reft, we vifit all the heaven, 
Wbofe daily motion is continual, 
Both firmament and all the planets lepen, 
from eaft to weft making them go fnll even, 
Into the fpace of four and twenty year* j 
Ket by the mind of the aftronon»er«. 

The feven planets into their proper fpberei, 
from eaft to well they move naturally t 
feme fwift. Tome flow, is to their'iiod effcars, 
At I have mown bcfnae.nlpecUlly : ■ 
Whole motion caufeth continually, 
night melodraut harmony and found, 
And all thro* moving of the fe plane i» round. 
Then flioniUcd we with right fervent defire, 
Vp through the heavens called ■ the erjft*l line t 
And To we entered into the heavens empire, 
VVhich to defcrire it paffclh. mine engine, 
Where God into his holy throne divine, 
Keigm in hie glory iaeflimaJrte, 
^Vith atigeis clear which are innumerable' 

In order nine tfaafe fpirits glorioai 
Are divided, the whiuh ex«Uemly, » 
Making loving with fgyod. meiodiout- 1 
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Seeing Sanclns right wonder fervently* . 
Thele orders nine they are- full pleafantly. 
Divided iiito*hierarchie» three, 
And three orders in every hierarchic. 

The loweft prder are the angels bright, . 
As meiTengers to this. low region : 
The fccor.d order's arch* angel full of mighty 
Virtues, pott /tats, pi incipats of renown* 
The fixth is called domination : 
The feventh thrpnus, the eighth high therubin* 
1 he ninth andhighefr called Seraphin ; 

And next onto the blefled Trinity* 
In his triumphant throne imperial, 
Three into One, and one Tubttance ia Ihree^ 
Whofe indiviflble eflence eternal, 
The rude ingine ofm nkind is too final 1 
To comprehend ; whofe power infinite, 
And divine nature, no creature can write. 

So mine ingine is not fufficicnt, 
For to treat of his high divinity : 
AH mortal men are infufficient 
To con fide r thefe three in unity. 
Such fubtle matter I mud needs let be* . 
To ftucjy on my creed it were full fair, 
And let doctors of fuch matters declare. . 

Then we beheld the -bl eft humanity 
Of Chrift fitting upon his feat royal, 
At the right hand of the Divinity : 
With an excellent court cefcftial, 
Whofe exercition continual , 
Was in loving their Prince with reverence, 
And on this wife they keeped ordinance. 

Next to the throne we law the Queen j»f queef 
Well- com pan ied with ladies of delight ; 
Sweet was the fong of thefe bleiTed virgins, 
No mortal man their folace may .endite, 
The angels bright innumerable infinite, 
Every order into their own degree, 
Were officers unto the Deity. 

Patriarchs and prophets honourable, 
Collateral counfellers in his confiftory : 
EyswgclMs, Apoftlcs venerable, 
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Wert captains unto the king of glory. 

Which' chiftain-like bad won the victory. 

Of that triumphant court celeftial : 

Saint Peter was lieutenant general. 
The martyrs were as noble ft al wart knights 

Difcornfiteri of cruel battles three, 

The flefb, the world, the Jiend and all Ihcir might*, 

Con it (Tors, doctors in divinity, 

As chappel clerks unto his Deity t 

And lalt we (aw infinite rnuliitude, 

Making* fervice unto his Cellitude. 
Which by the high divine permiffion. 

Felicity they had invariable. 

And of bis God-head clear cognition, 

And complcat peace they had interminable % 

Their glore and honor was infeparablo-i 

That plea far. t place repleai of pulchritude, • 

Unmeafurable it was of magnitude. 
These is plenty of all plcaJures perfect. 

And clear brightnefs without obfenrity, 

Wflhoutten dolor, vulcor and doHljj » 
Without ten rancour, perfect shanty t 
Without ten hunger, lajjability i 

O happy are the fouls predeftinate, 
When foul and body (ball be glorificatr. 

Thefe marvellous mirths for to declare 
By arithmetick, they are innumerable ; 
The portraiture of that palace perclare, 
By geometry it is unmeafurable, 
By rhetorkk alio in pronounceable t 
There is no cars may hear, nor eyes may fee, 
Nor heart may think this their felicity 
Wherefore fliould I prefutnc for to^ndite. 
The which faint Paul, that doctor fapient, < 

Cannot exprefs, nor into paper write, ' 
The high excellent work in deficient, 
And perfect pleafutes ever permanent, 
In prefence of that mighty king, of glare. 
Which was, and is, and (ball be evermore. 
At Remembrance 1 humbly did dafire, 

f I might hi that pleafure Mill remain. 
Said (be, ajainft rcalon ii thy d*fcc, 
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Wherefore, my friend, thou rnuft return a^ain 
Into the world, where thou mnft fuffer pain,. 
And thole the death with cruel* pains fore,. 
Ere thou begin to reign with him in glore. 

Then we returned, fore a gain ft my will, 
t)own through the fphere* r>f the heavens clear * 
Her commandment behovM 1 to fulfil, 
With forry heart wot ye, withontten weery 
I would full fain have flayed there all year ; 
But (he faid to me, there is no rcmead, 
Ere thou remained here fir ft thou mult he dead; 

Said I, 1 pray yon heartily, madame, 
Since that we have fuch contemplation 
Of heavenly pleafures ; yet ere we paft haree, 
Let us have fome confkleraiion 
Of earth, and her (ituation. 
She anfwered and faid, T'.tat lhall he done. 
80 were we brought into the air full foont 

Where we might fee the earth ail at one Ught^ 
But like a mote fo it appear 'd to me, 
In the refpeel of the heavens brighr. 
I have marvel, laid I, how this may be p 
The earth it feems of a fmall quantity ? 
The lead (tar fhted in the firmament, 
Is more than all the earth, by 4ny judgment- 

Said (he, fon, thou hafVthown the verity,.. 
The fmalleft (tar fixt in the firmament, - 
Indeed is of a greater quantity 
Than all the earth, after the intent 
Of the wile an J cunning clerks fapienr. 
What .quantity is then the earth, laid 1 ?- 
That (hall 1 (how, faid' (he, to thee fhortly.. 

After the napjj^of the aftronomers, 
And fpecially the author of the fphere^ 
And other divers great philofophers^. 
The quantity of tlte earth circular, 
Is fifty thoufond leagues withomun wecr, 
Seven hundred and fifty and one mo, 
Dividing ay one league m miles two : 

And every mile in eight (ta4es divided, 
Each Aade an hundred pace twenty and five r 
A pact five foot, who vruvAd \\xtm t\^\\ &h\jW t, . 
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Afoot four palm, as I can right deled ves 
A palm four inch : and wholo would believe 
The circuit of the earth pafs round about. 
Mull be confident! in this wife, no duubt. 
Suppufe that there were no impediment, 
But that the earth but peril were and plain, 
Then that a perfon were right diligent,' 
And went each day ten leagues in certain. 
He might pafs round about, and come again 
In four yean, and fifteen weeks, and days two, 
Co read the author, and ihou (halt find it To. 

The Di vifion of the Earth. 

THEN certainly (he took me by the hand, 
And faid, my fan, come on thy way with m 
Hod fo Jhe made me clearly underftaud. 
How that the earth divided was in three. 
In Africa, Europe and Afia, 
Hfttr the mind of the Colmographours ; 
Hut it to iay^ihe two world's defcripturet, 
. Firft, Alia i« contained in the orient, 
And b well more than both ihe other twain : 
Africa and Europe in the Occident. 
And are divided by the fea certain, 
%nd that is called the Tea Mediterran, 
Which at the {trait of Ma rock hath entry, 
That is between Spanyie and Barbaric. 
Toward the fnutb welt lieth Africa ; 
3a the north-welt fcurope doth ftand, 
fend all the eait containeth Alia, 
3n this wife is divided the firm land. 



* were nieikle lor me to take in han<W 
■Thefe regions to declare in fpcc'ul, ^™ 
Vet fliall I fitow their names in general, 



In many divers famous region, 
« divided this part of Alia, 
ft/ell plenilht with cities, towers and town*, 
l*he great Inde aid Mefopotamia, 
'cntapolis, Perfia, and Syria, 
-appadocia, Seres, and Armenie, 
•abjign, Chaldea, Parth and Arable. 
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,Sydon, Judea, and Paleftina, 
Upper Scythia, Jure and Galilee, 
Aypheria, Ba&Ha and Paleftina, 
Hircania, Gatnpegina and Samaria, 
In little Ada ftands Galatie. 
Pamphtlia, Ifauria and l<eqe, 
Rbegia, Arthufia, Affyria and Mede. 

Secondly, we considered Africa, 
With many fruitful famous regions, 
As Ethiopie and Tripolkana, 
Zeuges, where (landeth that triumphant town, 
Of nobleXarthage, that city of renown, 
Garamentes, Napaber and Lybia, 
Egypt alfo and Mauritania. 

Fez, with Numidie, and Tjn$ itane, 
Of Africa, thefe are the principal. 
Then Europe we confidered in certain, 
Whofe regions ftiortly rehearfe I ihall : 
Thefe principal 1 find above them all, 
WHIfch arc Spanyie, Italy and France ; 
Whofe fub regions were meiklc to advance* 

Neither scythja, Thrace and Caramanie, 
Auftria, Hiftria, and Pannonia ; 
Denmark. Gothland, Grunland, and Almanie t 
Pole, Hungary, Boem, Norica, Rnetica, 
Helvetia, and divers countries ma. 
41fo in four divided is Italie, 
Tufcane, Hetruria, Naples and Cumpanie. 

And fub-divided fundry other ways 
As Lumbardie, Venice and other ma, 
Calaber, Romanes, and Genoways 
In Greece, Epinre and Dalmatia, 
Theflalia, Africans*) lllyria, 
Achaia, Beorica and tyacedop, 
Arcadie, Pierie. and Lacedemqn, 

And France we faw divided into three, 
Belgica, Celtica, and Aquitane ; 
And fub-divided in Flanders, Picardy, 
Normandy, Gafcoign, Burgundy and Bretagne > 
And other divers Dutcheries in certain, 
The which were too long for to declare : 
Wherefore of thtm as now \ £ptak w» vote* 



. In Spanyte lies Caflile and Arragone. 
;Havar, Galice, Portugal, and Granate. . 
rThcti law we famous iilcs many one, ■' 

Which in the ocean fea were fituatc, 

Them to del'crive my wits were dele-late ; 
'Of Cofmography 1 am nor Co expert, 
T«r I did never ftudy in that art. 

Yet I mail fome of their names declare, 

At Madagafcar, Gades, and Taprnban, 
"And other divers ides both good and fair, 

Situate into the Tea Miditerran : 

Ai Cyper, Caddie, Corfica and Saban, 

Crete, Abydoi* Thoes and Sicilia, 
-Tlplus, Eolie, and many others ma. 

Who would at length hear the defcriptioa 
W every ifle, a* well as the firm land, 
■And property of every region, 
jTo fludy and to read mull take in hand 1 , 
(AS the authentick works to nndeijlamd 
,Of Plinius and worthy Pfolemie, _ ( 

Who were expert into Cofmographie. 
There fcall they find the names and properties 

Of every ifle, and each region ; 
'Then I enquired of earthly paracife, - • 

Oftbe which Adam loft poffcflioi. : 
Then fliewed flie me the fituation 

Of that precelling place full of delite, 

Whofe propertiei were long for to cndite. 

Of Paradife. 

TH I S paradife of all pleafures perfect. 
Situate I faw into the orient : 
That glorious earth of every flower doth fleet, 
Tfce lufty lilies, and rofes redolent, 
'iefli whole fome fruits in deficient. 
Both herb and tree there groweth ever green, 
Through virtue of the temperate air ferene. 

The fweet whole-fume aroma tick odors, 
proceeding from the herb* medicinal » 
•"be heavm!y hew of thofe fragrant fatten 
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It was a fight wonder ccleftial. 
' The perfection to (how in fpecial, 
And joys of the region divine, 
Of mankind it exceedeth the ingine. 

And eke fo high in fituation, 
Surmounting the mid region of the air : 
Where no manner of perturbation 
Qf weather may afcend fo high as there. 
■ For floods flowing from a fountain fair, 
As Tygres, Ganges. Euphrates and Nile, 
Which in the catt tranfeurreth many a mile. 

The country clofed is about full right, 
With walls high of hot and burning lire, 
And ftraitly keeped by an angel bright. 
Since the departing of Adam our grandfyr, 
Which through hi* crime incurred God's ire, 
And of that place loft the pofleflion, 
JBoth for himfelf and his fucceflion. 
^•W^jen this lovefome lady Remembrance, 
All mk forefaid, iiad caus'd me underftand, 
I prayefl her of ber benevolence, 
To fhow :ae the country of Scotland, 
Well ion", faid fhe, that {hall I take in hand: 
So fuddcr.ly fjje brought me in certain, 
Even jiift 3boVe the broad ifle of Britain. 

Which ilandeth north* weft into the ocean Tea, 
And divided into famous regions two : 
The fouth part England a full rich countrie, 
Scotland the north, with many iiles mo, 
By welt England, Irtjand doth (land alfo, 
Whofe properties I will not take in hand 
To fhow at length, but only of Scotland. 

Of the Realm of Scotland. 

WHICH after my fimple intendment, 
And as Remembrance did to me report, 
I fhall declare the truth and veriment : 
As I beft can, and into terms fhort, 
Wherefore effectually I you exhort, 
Albeit my writing be not to advance, 
Yet where 1 fail, excufe mine '^otaxuet. 
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When that I had o'erfeen this region, 
The which of nature is both good and fair ; 
1 did propone a little quelHun, 
Befceching her the fame fur to declare, - 
What is the caufc our hounds been ib bare, 
Said I, or what doth move our mifery ■' 
Or wherefrom doth pivceed our poverty i 

, r'or through the liipport of your high prudence, 
Of Scotland I perceive the properties j 
Alto eonfider by experience.', 
Of this country the great commodiiies s 
Firft, the abundance of filhes in our feas. 
And fruitful mountains fur our be'dial, 
And f.T our coin full many lufiy vale. 

Tlie lich livers ) lea fan t and pr<'liuble, 
The luily lochs with fillies ol iui.dry kinds ; 
Hunting, hawking, fur nobles convenaMe, 
Forfeits full of doe, roe, hart< »«■! hir»!«, Jf' 

The frell. foHrtlaini wlwie «.|i< l.lc.iiie cryftal (trjBds^ 
Refrc-f.Lir.g lb the Ib.irtiiiiitf; gteen ir-crarl*, »*^ 
So lack we nothing that to nature net'.;',, ~ 

Of every metal we have the rich mi.ies, - 
Both gold, and tilver, and Hones precious ; 
Albeit we lack the fpices and the wines^f 
Or other ftrarrge fruits delicious, 
We hive as good, and more needful for us : 
Meat, drink, K- e. cloaihs might there be eaus'd abound 
Which elie is nut into the map found. 

More fairer men, nor of greater ingine. 
Nor of more ftrength, great deeds for to endure s 
Wherefore I pray you, that you would define 
The principal caufe wherefore we are fo poor ? 
For I marvel greatly, I you allure, 
Confidering the people and the ground 
That riches Ihould not in this realm abound. T 

Mr Ion, faid Ihe, by my discretion, 
I (hall make anfwer, as I undi ritand : 

I fay to thee, under confeffion, 

The fault is not, I dare welt take in hand, 

Neither unto the people, nor the land. , 

As for the land, it lacks none other thtact^ 

BiirJjbour, and the people's gavtram^,. 7. 



S2 The Dream of 

Then wherein lies our inprofperity. 
**Said I,' I pray you heartfully, madam, 
You (hall declare to me the verity ? 
Or who (hall bear of our barren the blame ? 
For, by my truth, to fee 1 think great (hame, 
So plea fan t people, and To fair a land, 
And fo few virtuous deeds taken in hand. 

Said (he, I (hall after my (mall judgment, 
Declare fume caufes into general ; 
And into terms (hurt (how mine intent, 
And then tranfeend into more fpecial, 
So this is my conclufion final, 
Lacking of ji: ft ice, policy and peace, 
Are caufe of this unhappinefs, alas ! 

It is difficile riches to encreafe. 
Where policy maktth no rc(idenc / e i 
And policy may never have entrefs, 
K But where that juflice did its diligence, 
^*Ta punifli where there may be found offence* 
Jmrice may not have domination, 
But where peace mal^eth habitation. 

What is the caufe then would 1 underfhmd, 
That we (hould lack juflice and policy, 
More than doth France, Italy, or England ? 
Madam, faid I, (how me the vetity, 
Since we have -many laws in this country, 
Why lack we of laws exercition, 
Why would put juflice to execution ? * 

Wherein doth (land our principal re mead ? 
Or who may make amends for this mifchief I 
Said (he, 1 find the fault into the head ; 
For they in whom doth ly our whole relief 
I find them root and ground of all our grief; 
For when the heads they were not diligent, 
The members muft of needs be negligent. 

So I conclude, the caufes principal 
Of all the troubles of this nation, 
Are in the princes into fpecial, 
The which have the gubernation, 
And of the people domination : 
Whofe continual exercition 
Should be in jultice exctauoa 
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when the flothfnl herd doth flug and deep, 
g no care in keeping of his flock : 
would go fearch among fuch herds fbeep, 
ible find manypoor fcabbed crock 2 
;oing wild at large withoutten lock, 
Lupus comes and Laurence in a ling, 
without ruth the filly flieep down thring. 
: the good herd wakrife and diligent, 
fo that all the flock are ruled right, 
hofe whiffel are all obedient • 
f the wolves do come by day or night 
1 to devore, then they ar£ put to flight, 
?d and flain by their well daunted dogs, 
e they lure both of ews, lambs and hogs, 
I conclude through the negligence 
jr fatuate heads infolent, 
ife of all this realm's indigence, 
h in juftice have not been diligent ; 
) good counfei difobedient, 
ig fmall eye unto the common weal, "* 

■y the lingular profit every deal. 
• when thefe wolves by oppreffion, 
poor people but pity do opprefs, 
fhould the princes make punition, 
:aufc thefe rebel* for to make redrefs, 
riches might by policy increafe : 
ight difficile it were to make remead, 
1 that the fault is fo izto the head. 

Complaint of the Common-wealth of Scotland. 

D thus as we were walking to and fro, , 
ffe faw a boifterous beern come o'er the bent, 
orfe, on foot as fall as he might go, 
Te raiment was all ragged, torn and rent, 

vifage lean, as he had failed Lent : 
forward fa ft his way he did advance, 

a right melancholius countenance, 
ith fcrip on hip, and pike-llaff in his hand, 
? had purpofed to pafs from hame : 
I, good- man, I would fain underfland, 
it you pleafe, to (how what were ^j<a>sc tos&kA 
he, my fon, of that I tY&nV. ^gcttt. teswofc\ 
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But fincc ye would of mv name have a fee). 
Forfooth they call me John the Common-weal, 

Sir Common wealy who hath you fo difguiftd? 
8aid 1, or what makes you fo miferablei 
1 have marvel to he you fo furprifed, 
The which that I have ft- en fo honorable : 
To all the world you have been profitable, 
And well honor'd in every nation : 
How happens now your tribulation ? - _ 

Alas ! fa id he, thou feed how it doth ftand- 
With me. and how I am difcherifhed, 
Of all my grace, and m; ft pafs from Scotland, 
And go where I before was cheri bed, 
Remain 1 here, 1 am but periflied, 
• For there are few to me that taketh tent, 
Which makes me go thus ragg'd, riven and rent. 

My tender friends are all pad to the flight, 
For policy is fled again in France' : 
My fitter Juftice almoft hath loft her fight, 
That ihe cannot hold rightly the ballance, 
Plain wrong is captain of the ordinance,. 
The which debarreth lawty and reafon, 
And fmall remead is found for open treafon* 

Into the fouth. alas ! I was near (lain, 
O'er all the land I could find no relief : 
Almoft between the Mers and Lochmabane, 
I could not know a leel man by a thief. 
To fhow their reef, theft, murder and mifchief, 
And vicious works, it would infeft the air, 
Alfo too longfbme for me to declare* 
Ipto the Highland I coul ) find no remead, 
But fuddenly I was put to exile : 
Thofe fweer fwingers they took of me no heed, 
N t among them let me remain a while. 
Alfo in the out-ifles, and in A i gyle, 
Unthrifc, fweernefs, falfhood, poverty and ftrife, 
But Policy in danger of her life. 

In the Law-land I came to f-ek refuge, 
And purpob'd there to make my refidence : 
But lingular profit caus'd me foon diflodge, 
And did me great injuries and offence : 
id faid to me, Scon, hatYot Yv\s \Yiss \\&?&!t, 
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n this country fee thou take no cures, 
ig as mine authority endures. - 
d now I may no longer make debate, 
know not to w horn 1 fhould me mean : 
have fought all the fpi ritual rtate, 
h took no count for to hear me complain : 
• officers they held me at diichin, 
imony he rules up all that rout, 
lo vet ice that chirl caus'd bar me out. 
de liarh chafed from them humility, 
tion is fled unto the fliers ; 
al pleafure harh banifht chaliity : * 

; of religion they go like feculers, 
ig more count in telling their deniers, 
they do of their con (lit ution : 
are we blinded by ambition, 
r gentle-men are all degenerate : 
ality aud lawty both are loft, 
:ovetice with lords laureat ; 
itly courage turned to brag and boa ft ; 
:ivil war mif'guideth every hoft : 
i is nought elle, bur each man for himfelf, 
makes me go thus baniflit like an elf. 
erefore adieu, 1 make no longer tarry : 
;el> fa id I, and with faint John to borrow : 
'ot ye well mine heart was wondrous Tory, 
t Common- weal fo fopped was in forrow. 
fter ihe night commeth the glad morrow ; 
efore, I pray you, (how roe in certain, 
1 that you purpofe for to come again f 
at queition it (hall foon be decided, 
le, there (hall no Scot have comforting . 
5 until I fee the country guided 
ifdom of a good and prudent king, 
1 (hall delight him mod above all thing, 
it jul lice to execution, 
•n (trong traytors make punition. 
1 yet to thee I fay another thing, 
right well that proverb is full true, 
■> the realm that hath too young a king, 
that he turn'd hit back and (aid, Adieu* 
firth and fell right fad from ms ta taw * 
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Whofe departing to mc was difpleafand. 
With that Remembrance took me by the hand. 

And toon I thought ihe brought me to the roch, . 
And to the cave where I began to deep ; 
With that a fliip did fpeedily approach, 
Full pleafamly tailing upon the deep, , , 

And then did fl^ck her fails, and *gan to creep 
Toward the land, forenent that where I lay • 
But wot you well, 1 got a fellon fray. 
All her great cannons flie let crack at once, 
Down (hook the dreamers from the top cartel ; 
They fpared not the powder nor the Hones : 
They mot their boats, aud down tbeir anchors fell! 
Their mariners they did fhout and yell ; 
Then haftily- I (hurt obt of my dream, 
Half in a fray, and fpeedily pad home. 

And lightly dined with lift and appetite, 
Then after paft into an orator, 
I tonk my pen, and there began to write 
All the vifion that I have fhown before^ 
Sir, of my dream, as now thou gets no more. 
But I befeech God for to fend thee grace, 
To rule thy realm in unity and peace* 

The Exhortation to the King's Grace. 

^IR, firice that God of his preordinance, 

Hath granted thee to have the governance 
Of his people, and created thee a king, 
Failn: t to print in thy remembrance, 
That he will not excufe thine ignorance, 
If thou be carelefs in thy governing! 
Wherefore addrefs thee above all other thing, 
Of his laws to keep obfervance, 
If thou think long in royalty to reign. 

Thank him that hath commanded dame Nature, 
To paint thee of fo pleafant portraitour, 
Her gifts they may be clearly on thee known : 
To dame Fortune thou needs no procatour, 
For Ihe hath largely fhown tin thee her cure, 
Her gratitude (he hath unto thee fhown :• 

An 
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And fince that thou mud reap as thou had Town,- 
Have all thy hope on Cud the Creator, 
And ask him grace, that thou raayll be his own. 

And then confider thy vocation, 
That for to have the gubernation 
Of this kingdom thou art predettinate. 
Thou mayfl well know by true narration, 
What farrow and what tribulation 
Hath been in this pour realm inibrtunate ; 
Now comfort them that hath been defulatc, 
And of ihy people have companion, 
Since thou by God art fo preordlnate. 

Take manly courage, and leave infolence. 
And ufe counfel of noble dame Prudence ; 
Ground ihte firmly on faith and fortitude ; 
Diaw to the court jullice aud temperance, 
And to thy common -wealth have attendance. 
And alio 1 befeech thy celiitude, 
Hate vicious men, and love them that are good : 
And each flatterer thou fleern from thy prefence. 
And falie report out of thy court exclude. 

Do equal jullice both to great and final!, 
And be example to the people all, 
Ex er citing virtuous deeds honorable, 
Be nut a wretch for ought that may befal ; 
To that unhappy vice if thou be thral, 
To all men thou flialt be abominable. 
Kings nor knights are never con v enable 
To mle the people, be they not liberal. 
Was never yet no wretch too honorable. 

And take example of the wretched ending, 
Which made Midas of Thrace, the mighty king. 
That to hii gods made invocation, 
Through greedinefs, that all fubdantial thing 
That e'er he toucht, mould turn but tarrying 
Into tine gold ; he got his fupplication i 
All that he toucht without delation 
Turned into gold, bwh meal, drink and clothing. 
And died for hunger without recreation. 

And ( befetch thv inajt-tty ferene, 
From lechery thou keep thy body clean : 
Tails never that intoxicate pcACon -, 
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From that unhappy fenfual fin abftain, 
Till that thou get a lufty pleafant queen, 
Then take thy pleafure with thy bt niton : 
Take heed how prideful Tarquin loft his crown, 
For the defloring of JLucrece the fheen, 
And was depriv'd and banilht Rome's town. 

And in defpite of his Iciherou* living, 
The Romans would be i'ubjcc't to ni: king, 
Many long years, as (lories do record, 
Till Julius by virtuous governing, 
And princely courage 'gan on them to reign, 
And choien of Romans emperor and lord. 
Wherefore, my love reign, in thy mind lemord, 
That vicious life makes eft an evil ending, 
Except it be by fpeciui Q,r.\ct- rcllor'U, 

And if thou would it tisy ume and honor grew, 
Ufe counffi of thy priuV.hi kmls iicw ; 
And fee thou not prtfumr ti.oi.fly pretend. 
Thine o\\\\ pjrr'cular will for to euicw. 
Work with cour.Ici, io jhah ibou never rew. 
Remember of thy friends the fatal end, 
Which to good connfel would not condefcend, 
Till bitter death, alas ! did them purfue. 
From Inch unhap, I pray God thee defend. 

And finally, remember thou mu(t die, 
And fuddenly pafs from this mortal fea, 
And art not licker of thy life two hours: 
Since there is none from that fentence may flee, 
King, queen, nor knight, of low eftate nor hie, 
Where are they gone thofe popes and emperors I 
Bt they not dead ? So Ilia 11 it fare on thee, 
Is no remead, ftrcngth, riches, and honors. 

And fo wiiii conclusion, 

Make you provilion, 

To get the iniufion 
Of his high Grace, 

Which bled with effuiion, 

With fcorn and derifion, 

And died with confufion 
Confirming your peace* 
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THE COMPLAINT 

OF 

51 DAVID LINDSAY, of the Mount, directed f 

the King's Grace. 

K 9 I befeech thine excellence, 
Hear my complaint with patience : 
y dolent heart doth me con ft rain 
'mine infortune to complain, 
beit I Hand in great doubtancc, 
bom I fhould blame of my mifchance, 
hether Saturnusjcruelty, 
igning in my nativity, 

bad afpe&s which work vengeance, 
• other heavenly influence ; 

fFI be precieftinate, 
court to be infortunate, 
hich have fo long; in fervice been, 
ntinnally with king and queen, 
d entered to thy majefty, 
le day of thy nativity ; 
herethrough my friends been afhamed, 
id with my foes I ant defamed 
ring that I am not regarded, 
ir with my brethren of. court rewarded ; 
iraing my (lothftil negligence, 
tat feeks not for fome re com pence. 
hen diverjs men do me demand, 
by getft thou not fame piece of land, 

well as other men have gotten ? 
len wifh I to be dead and rotten, % 
iih fuch extreme difcomforting, 
lat I can make no anfwering. 
urould fome wife men did me teach, 
hether that I fliould flatter or fleech : 
drill not flyt, that I conclude, 
•r crabbing of thy celfitude : 
id to flatter, I am defamed ; 
ick I reward, then am I (named : 
it I hop«*tbou {halt do as well, 
i did the father Famel, 
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Of whom Chrift maketh mention, 

Who for a certain penfion, 

Hired men to work in his vineyard 5 

But who came lalt got firft reward, 

Wherethrough the firft men were dtfpleafed, 

But he them prudently appeafed : 

For though the laft men firft were ferved, 

Vet got the firft what they deferved. 

So am I fure thy majefty 

Shall once regard me ere I die, 

And rub the ruft off mine engine, 

Which is for languor like to tine : 

Although I bare not like a bard, 

Long feryke earneth ay reward. 

I cannot blame thine excellence, 

That I fo long lack recompenfe ; 

Had I folifted like the lave, 

My reward had not been to crave : 

But now I may not underftand, 

A dumb man yet wan never land ; 

And in the court men gets nothing 

Without importunate afking. 

Alas ! my floth and fhamefaftneis 

Debar'd me from all greedinefs 5 

Greedy men that are diligent, 

Right oft do obtain their intent, 

And fail not for to conqneft lands, 

And namely at young princes hands. 

But I took never no other cure . 

In fpecial, but for thy pleafure : 

But now I am no more defpar'd, 

But I fliall get princely reward. 

The which (hall he to mc more glore, 

Than them thon didft reward before. 

When men do afk oi»ght at a king, 

Should afk hi* grace a noble thing, 

To his Excellence honourable, 

And to the afker profitable. 

Though I be in mine afking didder, 

I pray thy g'-ace for to confider, 

Thou hnft both made lords and lairds, * 

*n<l haft given many rkVi Ttwvtta 



i which were full far to feck, 
lay nightly by thy cheek t 
ie queen'* grace, thy mother, 
chancellor, and many other, 
fe, and thine old mi'ftrefs, 
icm all to bear witneft ; 
lie Dillie were he alive, 
I'd I well he could defcrive, 
i chapman bean his pack* 
.j Grace upon my back : 
climes ftridlinga on my neck, 
with many bend, and beck, 
fyllabs that thov didft mute, 
da-lyne upon the lute, 
.id 1 twenty fpringt perqueer 
'ere great pleaiurc for to hear, 
»y thou never let me reft ; 
trltn thou lik'd ay belt, 
in thou cimeft from the fchool, 
lebov'd to play the fool J 
engtb into ray dream, 
ry fervice did- ex pr cam. 
it be better, as faith the wife, 
he court, than good fervice : 
hou lov'ft me better than, .' 
w fome wife doth her good-man 
;n to other did record, * 

ldfay would be made a lord. •'" 
ft made lord., fir, by St. Grit, 
that have pot lerv'd lb well. 
my lordi, that do (land by, a 
<u fhaw the reafon why i 
all tarry, 1 (ball tell 
misfortune thus befel : 
daily on my knee, 
g mafter that I might fee, 
i his eftate royal, 
>ower imperial t 
ailed I without demand, 
orooved to'fbme land t 
: alkiiig I got too foon, * 

the eciipCe fell in the moon, 
T 
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The which all Scotland made on fleer, 

Then did my parpofe run areer, 

The which were longfome to declare : 

And eke mine heart is wonder fair, 

When I have in remembrance, 

The fudden change of my mifchance : 

The king wis but twenty years of age, 

When new rulers came in their rage, 

For common weal not taking care, 

But for thtir profit lingular ; 

Imprudently like witleis fools, 

They took the young. prince from the fchook, 

Where he under (lood obedience, 

Was learning virtue and fcience, 

And haftily put in his hand, 

The governance of all Scotland : 

As who would in a ftormy blalr, 

When mariners been all agafr, 

7 hrough danger of the fea's rage, 

Would take a child of tender age, 

Which never had been on the lea, 

And to his bidding all obey, 

•Giving him the whole, go vernal, 

To Ihip, merchant, and marinal, 

$V>r dread of rocks, and for land, 

To put the ruther in his hand •• 

Without God's grace is no refuse* 

If there be danger ye may judge. 

I give them to the devil of hell, *■■ 

That firft devifed that counfel ; 

1 will not fay it was treafon, mV 

But I dare iwear is was no reafon : 

I pray God let me ne'er fee reign 

Into this realm fo young a king, 

I may not tarry to decide if, 

How then the church a while was gmYed, 

By them that partly took in hand, 

To guid* the king and all Scotland ; 

And eke longfome for to declare, 

Their facund flattering words fair ; 

Sir, fome would fay, your raajefty 

Shall now go to your liberty ; 



Sir DaviJ Lindfjy. 

Thou (halt to no man be coacled, 
Nor to the fchool no more fubjeiited. 
We think them very natural fools, 
That learn o'er meikle at the fchools ». 
Sir, you niulY learn to turn a fpear, 
And guide you like a man of wear : 
For we fliall put fuch meruabout you. 
That all the world and mo (hall doubt you. 
Then to his Grace they put a guard, 
Which haftily got their reward, 
Each man after their quality, 
They did folift his Majefty. 
Some caus'd him revel at the racket, 
Some harl'd him to the hm-lie hacket. 
And Tome to fhow their courtly corfer, 
Would ride to Lelth and run their hoifcs, 
And mightily gallop over the fends, 
They neither Tpared fpur nor wands ; 
Cafting galimons with bends and becks, 
Fop wa.ntonr.efs fome broke their uecks t 
There was no play but cards and dice, 
And ay Sir Flattery hare the price. 
Bounding and rooking ope to another. 
Take you oiy part, (aid he, my brother, 
And make between us Ticker band*, 
When ought (hall vaik among our hands, 
That each man (land t» help his fellow ; 
I hold thereto man, by alliallow. 
So you fiCh not within my bounds t 
That fliall I not, by great wounds, 
Said he, but rather take thy part. 
So {hall I do, by my heart. 
And If the thefaurer be our friend, 
Then lhall we both get tack and tiend : 
Take he our part, then who dare wron^ us, 
And we (hall part the pelf among ui. 
But haite us while the king is young, 
Bat let each man keep well his tongue, 
And in each quarter have a fpy, 
tlstoadvenilehaflily, 
When any cafualitiea 

Shall happen into our countries. * - 
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$4 The Complaint . 

m 

Let us make fure provifion, 

Ere he come to discretion. 

No more he knows than doth a faint. 

What thing it js to have or want : 

So ere he come to per feci age, , 

We (hall be flcker of our wage, 
* And let each carl crave rv ther. 

That mouth fpeak more, faid he, my brother ; 

For, G — d nor I rax in a rope, 

Thou might'fl give counfel to the pope. 

Thus labor'd they within few years, 

That they became no pages peers : 

So haftily they, made a band. 

Some gather 'd gold, fome conqueft land. 

Sir, fome would fay, by faint Den ice, 

Give to me fome fat benefice, 

And all the profit you fhall have ; 

Give me the name, take -you the lave* 

But by his bulls were well come hame, 
To make fervice he would think (hame, 
Then flip away withoutten more, 
When he had got what he fought for, 
Methought it was a piteous thing, 
To fee that fair young tender king, 
Of whom thefe gallants flood no aw, 
To play with him pluck at the craw, 
They became rich, I you atflire, 
, But ay the prince remained poor, 
There was few of that garrifon, 
That learned him a good leffon ; 
But fome to crack, and fome to clatter : 
Some play'd the fool, and fome-jdid flatter. 
Said one, Devil flick me with a knife, 
Bur, fir, I know a maid in Fife, 
One of the luttieft wanton lafTrs, 
Whereto, fir, by Mary fhe pafTes. 
Hold thy tongue, brother (aid the other, 
I know fairer by fifteen fother ; 
Sir, when ye pleale to Lithgow pafs, 
There fhall ye fee a lufly lais. 
Now trittle trattle, trow low, 
Said the third- man, ihou doft but mow. 
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When his grace comes to fair Stirling, 
There (hall he fee a days darling* 
Sir, faid the fourth, take my counfel, 
And go all to an high bordel ; 
There may ye loup at liberty, 
Withoutten any gravity. 
Thus every man laid for him (elf, 
And did among thim part the pelf, 
But I, alas ! ere e*er I wift, 
Was trodden down into the duft : 
With heavy charge withoutten more, . 
Bat I knew never yet wherefore ; 
And haftily before my face, 
Another flipped in my place : 
Which full lightly got hit reward,. 
And filled was, the antient laird* 
That time I might make no defence, . 
But took perforce in patience ; 

Praying to fend them a mifchance J 

That had the court in governance: 
The which again ft me did malign, 
Contrair the pleafure of the king : 
For well 1 know his Grace's mind . 
Was ever to me true and kind ; . 
And contrair their intention, .. 
Caus'd pay me well my penfion ; 
Though I a while lacked prefence, r ;\ 

He let me have none indigence. 
When I durft neither peep nor look, . 
Yet would I hide me in a rook, > ' 

To fee thefe uncouth vanities, 
How they like many bufy bees, , 
Did occupy their golden hours, . 
With help of thefe new governours ; • 
But my complaint for to compleat, 
I got the fowr, and they the fweer. . 
And John Macrerie the king's fool. 
Got double garments again tt yool. 
Yet in his moft triumphant glore, 
For his reward got the glengore ; 
Now in the court feldom he goes, 
In dread men tread upon his xoes, . 

T 3 
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As I that time chsrtt not We feen, 
In open court for both mine een : 
Alas ! I have no time to tarry,, 
To (how you all the- feery -Carry, 
How thefe that had the governace, 
Among themfelves rais'd variance. 
And who moft to my fcaith co ifented, 
Within few years full fore repenred, 
When they could make no re mead, 
For they were harl'd out by the head : 
And others took the governing, 
Well worfe than they in all kind thing. 
Thofe lords took no more regard, 
But who might purchafe beft reward : 
Some of their friends got benefices, * 
And other fome got bilhoprics : 
For every lord as he thought beft, 
Brought in a bird to fill k the neft, 
To be a watchman to his marrow, 
They r gan to draw at the eartharrow. 
The proudeft prelates of the kirk, 
Were fain to hide in the mirk. 
, That time fo failed was their fight, 
Senfyn they might not thole the light 
Of Chrifl's true golfpel to be (een, 
"So blinded are their corporal een v 

With wordly lulls fenfual, 
Taking in realms the governal, 
Both guiding court and feffion, 
. Contrair to their profeffion ; 
Wherefore I think they fhould have fhame, 
Of fpiritual priefh to take the name ; 
For Ifaias into his wark, 
Calls them dumb dogs that cannot bark, 
That call'd are priefts, and cannot preach, 
Nor Chrift's law to the people teach ; 
If fqr to preach been their profeffion, 
Why fliould they mell with court or feffion, 
Except it were in fpiritual things, 
Referring unto lords and kings 
Temporal caufes to be decided, 
If the/ their fpiritual otfiCe gavted^ 
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Each man might fay they did their parts. 
Hut if they can play at the carts, 
And mollet moylie on a mool, 
Though they had never feen the fchool, 
Yet at this day, as well as then, 
"\ViIl be made fuch a fpiritual man. 
Princes that fuch prelates promoves, 
Account thereof to give behoves ; 
Which (hall not pafs without punifhmtnt, 
Except that they mend and repent j 
And with due miniflration, 
Work after their vocation, 

I wifti the thing that will not be, 
The perverfe prelates are To hie, 
When once that day be called Lords. 
They are occafllon of difcords : 
And largely will propines heght, 
To caufe each lord with other fight, 
If for their part it may v a vail : 
Soto the purpofe of my tale, 
That time in court rofe great debate, 
And every lord did frrive for (late, 
That all the realms might make no redding. 
Till on each fide there was no blood-fhedding ; 
All fielded other in land or burgh, ^ 

At Lithgow Melrofs and Edinburgh, 
But to deplore I think great pain, 
Of noble-men that there were flain : 
And as longfome to be reported, 
Of them which to the court reforted, 
As tyrants, traitors and tranlgreflbrs, 
And common public plain oppreflbrs 
Men murderers, and common Jheives, 
Into that court got their relieves. 
There were few lords in all thefe lands, 
But to new regents made their bands , 
Then rofe a reek ere e'er 1 wift, 
The which could all their bands bird. 
Then they alone which had the guiding, 
They could not keep their feet from Aiding : 
But of their lives they bad fuch dread, 
That they were fain to trot o'er Twe*d% 
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Now, potent prince, 1 fay to thee, 
1 thank the holy Trinitie, 
That I have hVd to fee the day, 
That all the world is went away, 
And thou to no man art fubjecled, 
Nor to fuch counfellors coacted. 
The four great virtues cardinals, 
1 fee them with the principals : 
For Juttice holds her fword on hie, ., 
"With her ballance of equity ; 
And in this realm hath made fuch order, 
Both through the highland and the border, 
That oppreifion and all his fellows, 
Are hanged high 'upon t"he gallows, 
Dame Prudence had thee by the head,' 
And temperance doth thy bridle lead. 
I fee dame Force make refinance, 
Bearing the targe of afTurance, 
And lufty lady Chaftity, 
Hath baniftit Senfualiry. 
Dame Riches takes on thee fuch cure, 
.1 pray God, that (he long endure, 
Of that Poverty dare not be feen, . 
Into thine houfe for both her een ; 
But from thy grace fled many miles, 
Among the hunters in the ifles. 
Diflimulance dare not mow her face, 
Which wont for to beguile thy Grace. 
Folly is fled out of the town, 
Which ay was contrair to reafon : 
Policy and peace begins to plant, 
That virtuous men can never want ; 
And all flothfull idle lowns, 
Shair fcattered be in the galeyons. 
John upon -land been glad, I trow, 
Becaufe the rufh bufh keeps his kow : 
So there is nought I understand. 
Without good order in this land, 
Except the fpirituality, 
Praying tby Grace thereto have eye : 
Caufe them make miniftraiion, 
Conform to their vocation ; 
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o preach with unfeigned intern?, 
nil truer/ nib the facraments, 
fter Chrift's inftitutions, 
eaving their vain traditions, 
finch do the filly fheep illude. 
or whom Chrtfc Jefui (hed his bloood : 
nd fuperftitioua pilgrimages, 
raying to graven images, 
xprefs againft the Lord s command t 
do thy grace to underftand, 
'thou to men's laws aflent,. 
gainft the Lord's commandement, 
i Jeroboam and many ~mo t 
rinees of llrael alfo, 
onftnters to Idolatry, 
'hicli punifht were right piteoufly, 
nd from their realms rooted our, 
) Utah thoti be without ten doubt, 
oth here and there without: en more,. 
nd lack the everlafting glore. 
nd if thou wilt thine heart incline, 
nd keep hi.! blelfed law divine, 
s did the faithful patriarchs, 
3th in their words, and in their warki : 
t did many faithful kings 
f lfrael during their reigns ; 
■ king David and Solomon, 
'ho Images would fulfer none, 
. their rich temple for to (rand, 
•caufe it was not God's command t 
.it deftroyed all idolatry, 
s in the fcripture thou may 'A fee, 
'hofe rich reward was heavenly blils, 
'hich Oiall be thine, thou doing this. 
nee thou haft cholen fuch a guard, 
ow am 1 fure to get reward i 
ad fince thou art the richeft king, 
hat ever in this realm did reign, , 
f gold and {tones precious, 
oft prudent and ingenious, 
jit baft thine honour done advance. - 
Scotland, England, and in France, 
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By martial deeds honourable. . ^ 

And are to every virtue able, 

I know thy grace will not milken me t 

But thou wilt either give or lend me.: 

Would thy Grace lend me a day, ^ 

Of gold a thoufand pound or tway, 

And I (hall fix with good intent, 

Thy grace a day of payment, 

With fealed obligation, 

Under this protection : . 

When the bafs and the iflS of Mai, 

Beis fet upon the mount Sinai ; 

When the Lownrand befide Falkland* . 

Beis lifted up to Northumberland ; 

When churchmen earns no dignity, 

Nor wives no fovereignty ; 

Winter without froft, fnow, wind orraia^ 

Then fliall I give the gold again. 

Or I /hall make, to thee payment, 

After the day of Judgment, 

Within a month at the leaft, 

When St Peter ihall make a feaft 

To all the fifhers of Aberlady 

So thou have mine acquittance ready ;; 

Failing thereof, by Saint Philan, 

%fry grace gets never a groat again, . 

If thou be not content of this, 

1 mufl requeft the king of blefs, 

That he to me have fome regard, 

And caufe thy grace me to reward : • 

For David king of Ifrael. 

Who was the great prophet royal, 

Saith, God bath whole at his command,! 

The hearts of princes in his hand, 

Then as he lifts them for to turn, 

That mud they do without fojourn : 

Some to exalt in dignity. 

And fomctime Lords to bind in cords, c 

And them z\i utterly deftroy. . 

As pleafeth God that noble Roy : 

For thpu arubut an inftrument. 

Of that great GQd Omnipotent, ^ 



of Sir David Lindfaj, 7* 

► when it pleafeth thine excellence, 

by grace fliall make me recom pence, 

r he (hall caufe -me (land content, 

f quiet life and fober rent, 

nd take me in my latter age, 

nto my fimple hermitage, 

od fpend what mine elders have won, 

s old Diogenes in his tun, 

f this complaint, with mind full meek, 

hy grace's anfwer, fir, I feek. 

Quod Lindfay to the King. 

le complaint and public confeflion of the king's old 
hound, called Bafh, directed to Bawty, the king's bell 
beloved dog, and his companions : made at command 
of king fames the fifth, by Sir David Lindfay of the 
Mount, knight, alias, Lyon king of Arms. 

I L A S ! to whom fliould I complain, 
\ In mine extreme neccflity ? 

Or to whom ftiotild I make my moat ? 
court no dog will do for me ; 

leeching for ibme charity, . . 

o bear my fupplication, A 

o Scuddler, Lufra and Bawty, ^ 

ow ere the king pafs from town, 
have followed the court fo long, 
r hile in good-faith, I may no matr : 
he country kncws I may not gang, 
am fo crooked, old and fair, 
hat I know not where to repair : 
or when I had authority, 
thought me fo-familiar, 
never dread neceffity, 
rew the cafe that Geordy fteel, 
•ought Bawty to the king's prefence, 
sray God let him ne'er do well, 

nee than I got no audi^ace \ * ' ' g. 

>r Bawty now gets fuwfcredence, \jjk& ^ 

bat he lies on the king^night-gowny * - ^ 
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When I perforce for mine offence, 
Mu(l in the clofs lye like a clown ; 
For I have been ay to this hour, 
A wirrier of lamb and hog, 
*t A tyrant and a tuleyourj 
A murtherer of many a dog. 
Five fowls I chas'd out through a ferog, * 
Wherefore their mothers did me wary, 
For they were all drown'd in a bog, 
Speer at John Gordon of Pitcarry, • 

Which in his houfe did bring me up, 
And ufed me to kill the deer : 
Sweet milk and meal he made me fup, 
That trade I learned foon perqueer. 
All other x virtue ran arcer, 
When 1 began to bark and flyte : 
For there was neither, monk nor frier, 
Nor wife, nor child, but I would byte, 
When to the king the caufe was known, 
Of mine unhappy hardinefs, 
And all the footh unto him fhown, 
How every dog I did opprefs, 
Then gave his grace command exprefs, 
I ftiould be brought to his prefence ; 
Notwithstanding my wickednefs, 
Irftourt I got great audience. 
I fhew'd my great ingratitude 
To the captain of Badyeno, 
Which in his houfe did find me food, 
Two years with other hounds mo : 
But when I law thai it was fo 
That 1 grew high into the court, 
For his reward 1 wrought him wo, 
And cruelly I did him hurt.- 
So they that gave me to the king, 
I was their mortal enemy, 
I took cure of no kind of thing, 
But to pleafe the king's majelty ; 
But when he knew my cruelty, 
My falfhood and my plain opajpBon, 
He gave command that I fhomabe 
Hanged without conic flkm. 
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d yet becaufe that I was old, 
s grace thought pity for to hang me. 
d let me wander where I would, 
i en fet my foes for t6 fang me, 
d every Butcher's dog down dang me. 
hen I trow'd beft to be a laird, 
ten in the court each wight did wrang me ; 
d this I got for my reward, 
tad wirried black Mackefon, , 

ere not the rebels came and red : 
r he was fleemed from the town, 
hen once the king faw how I bled, 
; caus'd lay me upon ybed, 
r with knife I was mifchiev'd, 
lis Mackefon, for fear he fled, 
long time ere he was reliev'd, 
id Patrick Stirling in ^rgyle, 
•are him backward to the ground, 
d had him flain within a while, 
ere not the helping of an hound : 
t got he many a bloody wound, 
yet his fldn will fliow the marks, 
id me a dog where'er ye found, 
th made fo many bloody farks. 
od brother Laceraan, Lindfay's dog, 
hich e'er hath kept* thy lawtie, 
d never wirried Lamb nor hog, 
ly Lufra, Scudlar and Bawtie, 
me, Bafh, for to have pity, 
d provide me a portion : 

Dumfermling, where I may dree 
lance for mine extortion, 
t by their fbliflation, 
etter from the King's grace, 
tat I may have collation, 
th fire and candle in the place, 
t 1 will live fhort time alas ! 
ck I good frefh flefh for my gams 
twetn Aih-wednefday and Wafch, 
luft have leave to wirry lambs. 
*vty, confider well this bill, 
d every point thereof fulfil, 
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And read this fchedul that I fend you, 

And now in time of Mais amend you. 

I pray you that you not pretend you, 

To climb too high, nor do no wrong : 

But from your foes with right defend you 

And take example how I gang. 

I was that no man durft come near me, 

Nor put me forth of my lodging ; 

No dog durft from my dinner fear frtCf 

When I was tender with the king, 

Now every tyk doth me down thring, ' 

The which before by me was wronged : 

And fwear I ferve no other thing, 

But in a halter to be hanged. 

Though ye be homely with the king, 

Ye Scudlar, Lufra and Bawtie, 

Beware that ye do not down thring 

Your neighbour through authority, 

And your example make by me ; 

And believe well you are but dogs : 

Though ye (land in an high degree, 

See ye bite neither lambs nor hogs, 

Though ye have now great audience, 

See Jhat by you none be oppreft, 

Ye will be puniflit for your offence, 

When once the king be well corifeft ; 

There is no dog that hath tranfgrelt 

Through cruelty, if he may fang him, 

His majefty will take no reft, 

Till on a gallows he caufe hang him. 

1 was once as far ben as ye are, 

And h id in court fuch audience, 

And ay pretended to be higher j 

But when this Excellence 

Did know my faliet and offence, 

A?.d my prideful prefumption. 

1 got no other recom pence, 

But hoy'd and hunted out of town, 

Was never fo unkind a corfe. 

As when I had authority : 

Of my friends I took no force, 

The which before had done for me. 
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\w** s proverb is of verity, 
)?f **ich I had heard read in a letter, 
Ty*fc higheft in court, neaxeft the widely, 
^*cept he guide him all the better, . 

t^ook no more thought of a lord, .',!. 

fc ,[^an 1 did of a kitchen knave, j; 

though every day 1 make diicord,. 

J' was fet up above the lave, 

The gentle hound was to me flave, 

And with the king's own fingers fed, 

The filly raches would I. reave, 

Thus for mine ill deeds I was dred, y 

Therefore, Bawty, look belt about, 

When thou art higheft with the king ; 

For then thou^ftandft in greatefl doubt; 

Be thou not good in governing ; 

Put no poor tyk from his Heeding, 

Nor yet no filly raches rave, 

Pie fits above that fees all thing, 

And of a knight can make a knave. 

When I came fteping ben the floor, . 

All raches great room to me red ; . 

I of no creature took cure, 

But lay upon the king's own bed ; 

With cloth of gold though it were fpred, , 

For fear each freck would (land on far ; 

With every dog I was fo dredj 

They trembled when they heard me nar ; 

Good brother, Bawty, bear thee even, 

Though with thy prince thou be potent, 

It cries a vengeance from the heaven, 

For to opprefs the innocent : 

In wealth be thou mod diligent, 

And do not wrong to dog nor bitch, . 

As I have, which I now repent. 

No median reave to make thee rich,} 

Nor for augmenting of thy bounds, 

A& no reward, fir, at the king, 

Which may do hurt to other hounds ; 

Exprefs aguinit God's own bidding, 

Chafe no poor tyk from his midding, 

Through caft of court, nor king's rcqueft : \ 
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And of chyfelf pre fume nothing, 
Except thou be a brutal bead, 
Truft wejl there is no opprtfflor, 
Nor butcher's dog, drawer of blood, 
A tyrant nor a tranfgreflbr, 
That (hall now of the king get good, 
From time forth that his cellitnde, 
Doth clearly know the verity, 
But he is fleem'd, for to conclude, 
Or hanged high upon a tree, 
Though ye be cupled altogether, 
\Jfith filk and fooles of filver fine. 
A dog may come out of Balwhidder, 
And make you lead a lower train : 
Then (hall your pleafure turn in pine, 
When a (Irong hunter blows his horn, 
And all your credence make you tine, 
Then /hall your labour be forlorn. 
I fay no more good friends, adieu, 
In dread we never met again : 
. That e'er I knew the court, I rew, 
Was never wight fo well of wane. 
Let noVlog now ferve our fovercign, 
Except lie be of good condition : 
Be he perverfe, I'll tell you plain, 
He hath need of a good remiflion. 
That I am on this wife mifchiev'd, 
The earl of Huntly I may warie. 
He ween'd that I had been relicv'd, 
When to the court he caus*d me carrie : 
Would God 1 were now in Pitcarrie, 
Becaufe I have been fo ill deedy ; 
Adieu, I dare no longer tarrie, 
J dread I wave into a widdie, 

» 
A Supplication direcled for Sir David Li rid fay of 
Mount, to the king's grace in contemption of fido t 
and muzzled face?. 

C I R, though your grace hath put good order, 

Both in the highland and the border, 
Ytt I make fupplicttion, 
To /.a /or' fome itfornniiov 1 , 



mall fault \* hich is no treafon. 
r\\ it be contrary to reafon. 
fe tlie matter been fo vile, 
f not have an ornate ftile : 
efore 1 pray your excellence, 
ar me with great patience: 
>king weeds maculate, 
in may wear a rofe chaplate. 
?ign, I mean of thefe fide tails, 

I through the duft and dubs trails, 
quarters long behind their heels, 

fs again ft all common-weals : 
;h bifhops in their pontificals, 
men to bear up their fide tails, 
gnity of their office ; 

fo a queen, or emprice, 
they ufe fuch gravity, . 
*ming to their majefty, 
rh their robes royal be upborn, 
i it but a very fcorn, 
?very lady of the land, 

have her tail fo fide trailand ; 

th*y be of high eftate, 

ueen they may not counterfeit : 

.'cr they gojt may be feen, 

:hurch and caufey they fweep dean. - 

nages into the kirk, 

liitik of their iide tails great irk ; 

hen the weather been molt fair, 

ult flies high eft in the air, 

II their face doth begarie ; 

i could fpeak, they would them wary. 

fee I think a pleafant fight, 

ly the ladies bright, 

ir clothing moft triumphand, 

all (Uher Chriftian land ; 

hen they travel through the towns, 

ee their feet beneath their gowns, 

nches above their proper heels, 

ate above as round as wheels; ^w. 

ethrough there doth no powder rifitj™ 

fair white limbs for to fuprifc; 
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But I think moft abufion, 

To fee men of religion, 

To bear their tails thorough the ftrect, 

That folks may beholil their feet : 

I trew faint Bernard, nor faint Blaife, 

Caus'd never man bear up their claife, 

Peter nor Paul, nor faint Andrew, 

Caus'd ne'er bear up their tails I trow« 

But I laugh beft to fee a nun, 

Caufcbear her tail above her bun, 

For nothing elfe, as 1 fuppofe, 

But for to iliow her liiie white hofe : 

In all their rules they will not find 

Who fhotild bear up their tails behind, 

But I have moft into difpite, 

Poor clagocks clad with raploch white, 

Which have fcarce two merks of fees, 

Will have two ells beneath their knees : 

Klttock that cleeked was yeftrecn. 

The morn will counterfeit tliequeen. 

A moorland Meg that milks the yaws, 

Clagged with clay above the hdvvs : 

In barn or byre (he will not bide, 

Except her kiriie tail be fide. 

In borrows wanton burgefs wive*, 

Who may have fid«ft tails flrives, 

Well bordered with velvet fine, 

•But following them it is a pine, 

Iu ftur.mer when the ftieets dryes. 

They raife the duft above the Ikies, 

None may go near them they at their eafe, 

Except they cover mouth and neefe, 

From the powder to keeep their een : 

Consider if their cloves be clean. 

Between their cleaving and their knees, 

Who who would be hold their fweaty thies, 

Begaired with dirt and dufr, 

It were enot'.ght to flanch the 1ml 

Of*any man that faw them naked • 

I think fuc^^iglots are but glaiked, 

Without pWR to have fuch pride, 

Harting their clagged tails fo fide, 



ould ilie borrcwftown bairns bid breeki, 

keep luch mill f.om makin's cheeks, 
•ead rough makln fuller drouth, 
ien ftn.li dry dtifr blows in her mouth; 
link mud pnin after a rain, 

fee them rouked up again ; 
en when they flep out .through the ftreet, 
eir folding tlnps about their fi et : 
■■ir loaihly lynlng furtliwith Hyped, 
at hath the muck ami mirfcing -wiped : 
ey walie more cloth within few years 
an would cloth fifty (bore (if ft lets j 
ten Marrion from the nudding goes, 
>m her mnming-darg (lie. -II rips the nofe, 
il all the day where'er (he go, 
li liquor fhe Ikks up alfo, , , 
e tut cumes of her tail I trow 
jlit be a fupper to a fi>w. 
new a man which fware gf*" oath?, 
W he did lift a Kittock's cloths, 
(I would have done I know nut what, 
I foon re me ad of love he gat : 

thought no Ihiime to make it written, 
w her fide tail was all belhiiten. 

filih fucli flowrc Hrake to his bent 

at he hehov'd for to depart. 

d (he. Good fir, me think you i ew, 

d he your, tails cads fitch a flew, 

at by faint Bride I cannot abide.it t 

u were not wife that would not hide it i 

Of tails 1 will no more endite, • 

r dread fame dudren me defpiie : 

twii lift a tiding I will conclude, 

at of fide tails there cornea no good, 

er than can tHfcir buichlcti hide, 

e remanent proceeds of pride, 

J pride proceedeih of the devil : 

.115 always they proceed of evil* 

other fault, fir, may be feen, . ■ 

ey hid their face all but their een. ^tt 

lien gentlemen bids them good-day^ fl^H 

nhout reverence tliey Hide avfayt, r^F 



That none may know, I you allure, 
An honefl woman by an whore, 
Except their naked lace I lee, 
They get no nv>re good days of me. 
Ha ilfe a French lady when ye pleafe, 
She will difcover niourh nnd neefe, 
And with a humble countenance. 
With vilage bare make reverence. 
When our ladies do ride in rain, 
Should no man have them at dildain : 
Though they be covered mouth and neefe, 
In that cafe they none difpleafe. 
Nor when they g«» to quiet places, 
I them cxcule to hide their faces, 
When they would make collation 
With any lufty champion : 

. Though they be hid then to the een, 
Ye may conflder what 1 mean. 
But in the church and market places, 
J think they fhould not hide their faces : 
Kxcept thefe faults be fure amended, 
My flyting, fir, fhall ne'er be ended. 
But would your grace my counfel take, 
A proclamation you fhould make, 
Both in the land and Borrowflowns, 
To fhow their face and cut their gowns. 
None fhould from them exeemed be, 
Except the queen's majefly ; 
Becaufe this matter is not fair, 
Of rhetorick it nauft be bair. 
Women will fay, this is bourds, 
To write fuch vile and filthy words. 
But would they clean their filthy tails, 
Which o'er the rtiire and midding trails, 
Then fhould my writing ended be, 
No other mends they get of me. 
The truth fhould not be hoklen clofe, 
Fir 1 us mn quoerit angulos, 
1 know good women that been wife, 

• 1 his rur^fcttme will not difprife, 
None w^Wpfolame, I you afTure, 
Except aromton glorious whore, 
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'hofe fly ting I fear not a flee, 
irerwell, ye get no more of me. 
Qiioatl Lindtay, in contempt of fide tail;. 
That duddrons and duntibours. 
Through the dubbs trails. 

KITTY'a co.nfession. 

jmpiled (as is believed) by Sir David l.mdfay of the. 
Mount, Knight, Sec. 

The Curatt and Xlnie. 

"HE Curate, Kilty would con fed, , 

And (he told on both more and left : 
'hen (lie was talking as (he will, 
he Curate Kilty would have kilt ; 
it yet a countenance lie bure, 
igeft, devout, da in and demure 1 
nd yet began her to exunei 
e was belt at the after game, 
■id he, have ye, any wrongnont gear 1 ■ 
id (he, I flole a peck of bear. ''> 

id he, That fhoiiW reftored be i 
iierefore deliver it to me> 
ibby and Peier bad me- fpeer, 
/ my confcicnce they (hall it hear. 
id he, live ye in lechery { 

Id (he. Willie Leno m d me. 

id he, his wife that fhall I tell, 

) make quaimance with herfcl, ' 

id he, know ye no herefie i , 

mow not what this It, faid (he. 

id he, read ye no Englilh books 1 

id (he, my mafler on them looks. 

id he, ihe bilhon lhall that know i 

r 1 am (worn that for to (how, 

id he, what faid he of the king*? ^^ 

id fhe, of good he (pake nothing. jf^^k 

id he, his grace of th.it (hall wit, ~^^^F 

r he ihall Jofe^iis We for it. ■ -.^^ ■-.-..,< 



-— ' -* - ' -J-Jt" — 

When (he in mind did more revolve, , 
Said he 1 cannot you abfolve ; 
But to my cha.nber come at even, 
Abfolved for to be and thriven. 
Said (he, 1 will pafs to another, 
And I met with Sir Andrew's brother, 
And he full cleanly <}id me fhrive, v 
But he was fomewhat talkative : 
He afked many a ftrange cale. 
How ihat my love did me embrace ? 
What day, how oft, what fort, and where V 
Said he, I would I had been there. 
He me abfolved for a plack, 
Though he with nie no price would make, . 
And raeikle Latin he did mumble, 
1 heard nothing but humble mumble. 
He (how'd me nothing of God's word,. 
Which (harper is than any fword, 
And deep into our hearts doth print, 
Our (ins, wherethrough we do repent. 
He puts me- nothing into. fear,, 
^Wherethrough I (hould my (ins forbear,-. 
He fhew me not the malediction. 
Of God for fin, nor the affliction, 
And in this life the- great mifchief 
Ordain'd to punifh whore and thief* 
He fhew me not of the hell's pain,. 
That I might fear and vice refrain, , 
He counfelFd me not- to abftain, 
And lead an holy life and clean : 
Of Chrift's blood nothing he knew, . 
Nor of his promifes full true^ 
That faveth all that will believe, 
That fatan (hall never grieve. . 
He teached me not for to trdift, 
The comfort of the holy Ghaift ; 
And bade me not to Chrift be kind, 
To* 'keep his law with heart and mind, , 
And lo ve^an d thank his great mercy. 
Fro '"jflfcl hell that faved me, 
And ro^^HP neighbour as myfel, 
Of this nofuing he could me tell ; 



Kittfs Confeffioth 

> me penance every day, 
Maria for to fay, 
lays five no flefli to eat, 
?r and eggs is better meat ; 
ii a plack to buy a Mefs, 
uken Sir John Latin kefs, 
a plack 1 will caufe Sandy 
e again at handy dandy ; 
:o pilgrimage to paft, 
y way to wantonnefs. 
is penance 1 was glad, 
?m all perqucer 1 iaid : 
and fwear I know the price, 
fet on cinque and fyce : 
ly counfel could not keep, 
) him by the fire to fleep, 
t'd collops, beef and coals, 
1 (hoes with double foals, 
d candle, greafe and fait, 
)f meal, and handfuls of malt, 
and linen warp and waft, 
:eep the keys of your wool laft : 
3 rink and fleep made him to rave, 
ith us they play the knave, 
'ear by their profeflion, 
fafe without confeffion, 
e all men to under/land, 
s God's own command ; 
nothing but man's dream, 
)le to confound and fhame ; 
jht elfe but man's law,, 
n's minds for to knaw, 
rough they file them as they will, 
e their laws conform theretill, 
men's conference, 
^d's magnificence, 
the people teach and tyft. 
the pope and antichrift, 
reat God Omnipotent, 
ly fins, and thee repent, 
in Chrift, as writteth Paul, 
ed his blood to lave thy fauU 
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For none can tliee abfulve but He, 

Nor take away ihy fins from thee. . 

If of good rounftl thou halt need, 

Or haft not teamed well tliy creed, 

Or wicked vices reign in thee, 

The which thou cfralt not mortifie. 

Or be in defpiration. 

And would have con Mat ion ; 

Then to the preacher true thou pafs. 

And fliow thy fin art'd ihy ttefpafs ■ 

Thou needs not for to (how him all, 

Nor tell thy fins both great and final!, 

Which is impoflible to be, 

But fliow the vice which troubleth thee 

And he (hall of .thy fault have roth. 

And thee inllrucl into the truth ; 

And with the word of verity, 

Shall comfort and (hail counfel thee ; 

The facraments fliow thee at length, 

Thy little faith to -firm and (rrength, 

And how thoirfhoulrift. them rightly life, 

And all hypociily refuie. 

Confeflion firlt was urdain'd free, 

In^Us fort. in the church to be j 

So & confefs as 1 defcrivc, 

Was in (lie church primitive, 

So was conftifiun ordain'd fir ft. 

Though Codrus kyt {hould cleave and buj ft. 

¥ I NT S Qjiod LINDSAY. 
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